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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
December 7, 2017 

 
Present were: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Second Vice-Chairman 
Stephen R. Jonsson, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Carol Whitmore 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Dan Schlandt, Deputy County Administrator 
William Clague, Assistant County Attorney 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 

  Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1.   The Invocation was delivered by Commissioner Baugh, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA   BC20171207DOC001 

Agenda Update Memorandum  BC20171207DOC002 
• Item 4, Interlocal Agreement with City of Anna Maria (City Pier renovation) – Revised 

agreement was submitted 
• Item 10, Impact Fee Administrative Procedures Manual – Revised Resolution R-17-107, 

Procedures Manual, and motion were submitted 
• Item 11, Land Development Code, Chapter 2 (Definitions) and Chapter 11 (Impact Fees) – A 

public comment letter and revised motion were submitted 
• Item 12, PDR-15-30(Z)(P), Myarra Property Joint Venture, LLC/Myara Subdivision (fka ESME I, 

LLC/Myara Subdivision) – Replaced and revised Stipulations C.1 and C.2, revised zoning 
ordinance, and letter from the applicant requesting additional presentation time were 
submitted 

2. Time Certain: 
• Item 14, Ordinance 17-57, Tourist Development Plan – 9:00 a.m. 
• Item 5, Premier Sports Campus – 9:00 a.m. 
• Item 4, Interlocal Agreement with the City of Anna Maria – 9:00 a.m. 

 
COMMISSIONER REQUEST 

Item 15 was pulled by Commissioners Baugh and Whitmore for further clarification. 
 
14. ORDINANCE/CODE OF ORDINANCES/TOURIST DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Ordinance 
17-57, amending Section 2-29-27 of the Manatee County Code of Ordinances, to amend the 
County’s Tourist Development Plan. 
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  Elliott Falcione, Convention and Visitors Bureau Director, reported the Tourist 
Development Council (TDC) has recommended a partnership with the City of Anna Maria (the 
City) to restore the 100–year–old pier, which is in need of repair post–Hurricane Irma.  The 
cost for the renovation project is approximately $3.2 million and up to $1.5 million of tourist 
development tax proceeds will be invested in a dollar–for–dollar match minus the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency reimbursement that the City may receive.  The City will 
oversee the entire renovation project (construction and permitting), pay for all expenses, and 
seek reimbursement from the TDC, which may include expenses incurred since October 1, 
2017.  The restaurant is not part of the renovation project. 
 
Chairman Benac asked for an explanation of changes. 
 
Upon question, Mr. Falcione reported the Code of Ordinances (Article II of Chapter 2-29) has 
to be amended anytime new projects utilizing tourist development tax proceeds are added.  
The Tourist Development Plan will be revised to include a one–time capital contribution for 
Anna Maria City Pier in an amount not to exceed $1.5 million, and a one–time expenditure for 
the acquisition of the Premier Sports Campus in an amount not exceed $4 million. 
 

  Commissioner Baugh questioned why a copy of the Asset Purchase Agreement 
(Agreement) for the Premier Sports Campus was not included with the agenda memorandum.  
She was advised that the agreement is attached to Resolution R-17-150 as Exhibit “A” (Item 5). 
 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Jonsson and seconded by Commissioner Baugh to 
adopt Ordinance 17-57, amending Section 2-29-27 of the Manatee County Code of 
Ordinances, to amend the County’s Tourist Development Plan. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 The motion carried 7-0. BC20171207DOC003 
 
5. CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU/TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX FUNDS/PREMIER 

SPORTS CAMPUS 

  Elliott Falcione, Convention and Visitors Bureau Director, requested adoption of 
Resolution R-17-149, Budget Amendment Resolution B-18-025, and Resolution R-17-150.  The 
TDC unanimously recommended (12/4/17) moving forward with the acquisition of the 
Premier Sports Campus (up to $4 million was recommended for allocation).  The Premier 
Sports Campus consists of 143.3 acres, which includes 23 multipurpose fields, a stadium, 
and other amenities.  The acquisition price is $5.3 million, with $3.2 million from tourist 
development tax funds and $2.1 million from Parks and Natural Resources Impact Fees.  The 
County would continue to operate the sports campus as an elite venue for out-of-town, local 
and regional tournaments and games.  The Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
would oversee the scheduling of all sports fields and event management and Property 
Management would handle the daily maintenance of the complex.  The acquisition includes 
an additional 36 acres north of the site for a future aquatic facility, which will be integrated 
into the Parks Master Plan.  The projected net operating cost will be approximately $200,000 
and on December 12, 2017, staff will ask for approval of a budget amendment resolution for 
this amount. 
 

 Dan Schlandt, Deputy County Administrator, explained that the closing for the campus 
must occur no later than December 29, 2017.  He reviewed the following attachments to the 
Agreement:  (a) an option agreement to purchase approximately 53 acres (located north of 
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the additional 36 acres) at a price of $65,000; (b) a parking license agreement, which allows 
the County to park vehicles on land located to the west of the campus that is currently used 
for overflow parking for large events; and (c) a sponsorship agreement with Schroeder–
Manatee Ranch, which would pay the County $40,000 for promotional aspects at the campus.  
There are restrictions associated with the Agreement including the primary use of the land 
(25 years for park and recreation purposes) and the prohibited uses (see Deed for Existing 
PSC Parcel). 
 

 William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, reviewed the documents included in the 
motion and emphasized their importance. 
 

 There was discussion about the Interfund Loan, Commissioner Baugh has received one 
negative comment regarding the campus, this purchase is a business transaction, funding for 
Lincoln Park (Palmetto), the County will have two years to purchase the 53 acres, the complex 
runs well with the small amount of employees, residents of Arcadia could utilize the complex, 
parking concern was addressed by staff, this is an economic development project, the 88-
acres in Palmetto, whether excess impact fees and Tourist Development tax funds can be 
used to pay off the Interfund Loan, whether the costs associated with renting the fields help 
with the Interfund Loan payoff amount, whether staff looked into purchasing the 53 acres 
now versus later, process for acquiring the current campus employees, and taxes for the 
property total $31,000. 
 
Mr. Schlandt explained there is an existing Interfund Loan that was used to renovate the 
Convention Center ($6.5 million) and the County has been making annual payments of 
$500,000 from the tourist development tax fund.  The new loan would be wrapped around 
the current loan and the County would continue to make the $500,000 payments. 
 
Mr. Clague noted under Florida Statutes, the Board cannot approve a contract for which 
monies are not available to pay the obligations under that contract.  An Interfund Loan is a 
common practice used by local governments, in which one fund lends money to another fund, 
and is completely legal. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 
Continued discussion took place about property taxes, the campus has a booked calendar, 
the campus will be a County facility, the availability of land in Parrish for this type of park, 
and swimming facilities in East County. 
 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Baugh, seconded by Commissioner DiSabatino, 
and carried 7-0, to: 
• Approve expenditures up to $4,000,000 in tourist development tax proceeds for 

partial acquisition and capital improvements for Premier Sports Campus in Lakewood 
Ranch; 

• Adopt Resolution R-17-149, to approve, ratify, and confirm an Interfund Loan; 
• Adopt Budget Amendment Resolution B-18-025; and 
• Adopt Resolution R-17-150, in the form provided by staff to authorize the acquisition 

of the Premier Sports Campus (the form is an Asset Purchase Agreement).
 BC20171207DOC004 

4. CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU/INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT/CITY OF ANNA MARIA 

  Elliot Falcione, Convention and Visitors Bureau Director, briefly highlighted the 
presentation made for Item 14. 
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  Chairman Benac sought clarification on the necessity of extensive permits from Federal 
Emergency Management Agency since this is a renovation project. 
 

 William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, explained that the City of Anna Maria will be 
responsible for permitting. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Whitmore and seconded by Commissioner Baugh, 
to: 
• Approve and authorize the County Administrator to execute the Interlocal Agreement 

with the City of Anna Maria, contingent upon receiving original agreement from the 
City of Anna Maria; and 

• Adopt Budget Amendment Resolution B-18-023. 
 
Commissioner Whitmore stated this is design build and the pier will not be utilized while 
under renovation. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

  Mayor Don Murphy, City of Anna Maria, stated the pier is an asset and will be a world 
class attraction once renovated. BC20171207DOC005 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS (Future Agenda Items) 

  Edward Vehling, Woodlawn Lakes resident, expressed concern with emergency access 
gates being utilized for non–emergency reasons. 
 
Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney, advised Mr. Vehling to hold his comments until the 
appropriate item (Item 13, Coventry Park). 
 
There being no additional citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments. 
(Note:  Further comments later in the meeting) 

 
(Depart William Clague, Assistant County Attorney; enter Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney) 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Citizen Comments (Consent Agenda Items) 
There being no citizen comments on the Consent Agenda, Chairman Benac closed citizen 
comments. 

 
3. BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES/FINAL PLAT/DEL TIERRA, PHASE IV–B AND IV–C 

• Executed and authorized recording of Final Subdivision Plat; 
• Authorized recording of Supplement and Fifth Amendment to the Declaration of 

Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions of Del Tierra; 
• Authorized the County Administrator to accept, execute, and record Agreement for 

Private Subdivision with Public Improvements for Del Tierra Phase IV–B and IV–C from 
D. R. Horton, Inc.; 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept, execute, and record Agreement for 
Private Subdivision with Private Improvements for Del Tierra Phase IV–B and IV–C from 
D. R. Horton, Inc.; 
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• Authorized the County Administrator to accept and execute Surety Bond for 
Performance of Required Improvements, Survey Bond SNN4007860 from Nationwide 
Mutual Insurance Company for Water, Sewer and Reclaimed, $816,046.40; 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept and execute Surety Bond for 
Performance of Required Private Improvements, Surety Bond 1153386 from Lexon 
Insurance Company for Phase IV–B Earthwork, Roadway, and Drainage, $937,187.10; 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept and execute Surety Bond 1153387 from 
Lexon Insurance Company for Phase IV–C Earthwork, Roadway, and Drainage, 
$712,328.50; and 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept and execute Surety Bond SNN4007859 
from Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company for Common Area Landscaping/Wetland 
Buffer Plantings and Signs, $84,468.78. BC20171207DOC006 

 
(Depart Commissioner Whitmore) 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

  A motion was made by Commissioner DiSabatino and seconded by Commissioner Trace 
to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 

 Dan Schlandt, Deputy County Administrator, clarified the motion should only include Item 
3, Del Tierra Final Plat, since Items 4 and 5 have been heard and Item 15 was deleted for 
separate action. 
 

The motion carried 6-0, with Commissioner Whitmore absent. 
(End Consent Agenda) 
 
ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARINGS (Presentation Upon Request) 
6. ORDINANCE/LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 

A duly advertised public hearing was opened to consider adoption of proposed LDCT-17-
02/Ordinance 17-22, Land Development Code Text Amendment, Airport Zoning.  The 
Planning Commission recommended approval.  This item was continued from November 2, 
2017, and to be continued to January 11, 2018. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac kept public comment open. 

 
(Enter Commissioner Whitmore) 

 Commissioner Trace moved to continue the public hearing for LDCT-17-02/Ordinance 17-
22 to January 11, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as same may be heard at the 
Manatee County Government Administrative Building, first floor chambers.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner DiSabatino and carried 7-0. BC20171207DOC007 

 
7. ORDINANCE/COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Plan 
Amendment PA-17-07/Ordinance 17-53, Capital Improvements Element (CIE), Annual Update 
(2018-2022).  Staff recommended adoption. 
 

 Commissioner Baugh questioned if the Parks Master Plan will be amended since the CIE 
includes parks. 
 
Dan Schlandt, Deputy County Administrator, stated a work session is scheduled (3/13/18) to 
discuss the Parks Master Plan. 
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 Discussion proceeded about how the CIE update includes significant expenditures and the 
lack of public comment. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 Based upon the evidence presented, comments made at the public hearing, the technical 
support documents and finding the request to be consistent with the Community Planning 
Act, as codified in applicable portions of Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, and the 
Manatee County Comprehensive Plan, Commissioner Trace moved to adopt Plan Amendment 
PA-17-07/Ordinance 17-53.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner DiSabatino and 
carried 7-0. BC20171207DOC008 

 
8. PUBLIC WORKS/LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT/SUMMERWOODS 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider approval of LDA-09-04(R4), Third 
Amendment to the Amended and Restated Local Development Agreement (LDA) for Summer 
Woods.  No action is requested; this is the first of two required public hearings. The second 
public hearing is scheduled for December 12, 2017, at 9:00 a.m., at the Manatee County 
Government Administrative Building, first floor chambers. 
 
No ex–parte communications were disclosed. 
 

  Clarke Davis, Transportation Planning Division Manager, stated the purpose of this 
amendment is to change the LDA internal dates for consistency with legislative extensions 
provided for Summerwoods transportation concurrency (certificate of level of service 
compliance). 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. BC20171207DOC009 

 
9. PUBLIC WORKS/LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT/AQUA BY THE BAY 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider approval of LDA-14-01, Local 
Development Agreement (LDA) for Aqua by the Bay.  This is the second of two required public 
hearings.  The first public hearing was held on November 28, 2017. 
 
No ex–parte communications were disclosed. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino acknowledged she was present by phone at the first public hearing. 
 
William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, stated changes need to be read into the record. 
 

 Edward Vogler, attorney representing the applicant, explained a LDA is a proportionate 
fair–share concurrency agreement for various improvements that are part of the 
transportation concurrency management system.  Upon request by Mr. Clague, Mr. Vogler 
read the following language that has been inserted into Paragraph 18, Applicable County 
Ordinances and Codes (page 12) to address concerns from the first public hearing:  Nothing 
contained herein shall amend, modify, toll, suspend, or affect in any manner any of the 
stipulations or conditions of approval set forth in the certain Manatee County Zoning 
Ordinance PDR/PDMU-15-10(Z)(G) and nothing contained herein shall authorize development 
or land use of the property except as set forth in such ordinance.  He pointed out that 
nothing in the LDA affects the zoning ordinance, creates additional rights, changes any 
commitments, or changes any stipulations. 
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Mr. Clague stated an updated version of the LDA with recitals would be provided to the Clerk. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 Based on evidence presented and finding the request to be consistent with the Manatee 
County Development Code and Comprehensive Plan, Commissioner DiSabatino moved to 
approve LDA-14-01, Local Development Agreement for Aqua by the Bay with the changes as 
read into the record by the applicant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jonsson 
and carried 7-0. BC20171207DOC010 
 

ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARINGS (Presentation Scheduled) 
10. RESOLUTION/LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 

A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Resolution 
R-17-107, Impact Fee Administrative Procedures Manual.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval. 
and 

11. ORDINANCE/LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Ordinance 17-24, 
Land Development Code, Chapter 2 (Definitions related to Impact Fees), and Chapter 11 
(Impact Fees).  The Planning Commission recommended approval. 
 
These are the second of two required public hearings. The first public hearings were held on 
November 2, 2017. 
 

  Dwayne Guthrie, Impact Fee Manager, reported staff made two changes based on Board 
concerns from the public hearing on November 2, 2017.  Staff reverted back to the language 
in the Land Development Code (LDC) for the appeals process for administrative decisions. 
Decisions will be heard by the Board and not a hearing officer as proposed by staff.  Staff also 
deleted the proposed $2,000 fee for Public Works from page 18 of the Impact Fee 
Administrative Procedures Manual (updated version dated 12/5/17).  Mr. Guthrie responded 
to concerns outlined in a letter (12/4/17) from S. William Moore, attorney representing the 
Manatee–Sarasota Building Industry Association, and Mr. Guthrie reviewed his response to Mr. 
Moore’s concerns. 
 
Chairman Benac clarified Mr. Guthrie’s response to Mr. Moore’s first concern stating that a 
landowner/developer could offer a proposed agreement, but a LDC amendment would still be 
necessary to complete the process. 
 
William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, stated the County has prepared numerous impact 
fee credit agreements and each agreement states that impact fee credits shall be used as 
authorized by the LDC per Florida Statutes.  If a landowner/developer wants to make a change 
on how impact fee credits can be used, then the County must start with the LDC or face legal 
challenge. 
 
Upon question, Mr. Guthrie confirmed the new Impact Fee Ordinance and Impact Fee 
Administrative Procedures Manual does not specifically change how a landowner/developer 
could obtain an impact fee credit. 
 
Mr. Guthrie reviewed his response to Mr. Moore’s second and third concerns. 
 
Brief discussion occurred regarding land valuations. 



 DECEMBER 7, 2017 (Continued) 
 

BC MB 2017/691 

 
Mr. Guthrie pointed out Mr. Moore’s fourth concern addressed the Impact Fee Administrative 
Procedures Manual, which consists of administrative rules and not a policy document. 
 
Chairman Benac sought clarity on the order of Items 10 and 11. 
 
Mr. Clague stated a public hearing for the Impact Fee Administrative Procedures Manual is 
precautionary, but not necessary.  He recommended adopting Ordinance 17-24 (Item 11) first. 
 
Discussion proceeded as to what is impact fee creditable, the proposed changes will allow 
staff to have a consistent application and review process, are complete streets mandatory, 
mixed–use, assessment for a warehouse with an accessory office, no change to impact fees as 
established, and gas taxes. 
 
John Osborne, Planning Official, was available to address questions regarding complete 
streets. 
 
Upon request, Mr. Guthrie responded to concerns (11/14/17) submitted by the Federation of 
Manatee County Community Associations, Inc. (FMCCA). 
 
Public Comment – Item 11, Ordinance 17-24 

 Edward Vogler, attorney, stated the no one will not know how the changes will work until 
projects come forward.  He expressed concern that Mr. Moore’s concerns were not totally 
understood.  The LDC is being amended and this should be the appropriate time to discuss 
concerns. 
 

  Kay Lynn Duncan, FMCCA, read and submitted a letter (11/30/17), into the record.  
 
There being no additional public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 Commissioner Baugh inquired if staff met with the development community to discuss 
the proposed changes. 
 
Mr. Guthrie stated there have been Planning Task Force meetings, and the public has been 
included in the process. 
 
Mr. Osborne explained the Planning Task Force (PTF) is a noticed public meeting where local 
stakeholders help the Building and Development Services Department improve processes and 
offer comments on matters of interest. The PTF generally meets once a month and the 
meetings serve as a clearinghouse before matters are brought forward to the Planning 
Commission and the Board. 
 
Mr. Guthrie stated staff has endeavored to address Mr. Vogler’s concerns. 
 

  Mr. Clague stated no objection to Mr. Vogler’s comments.  He cautioned the Board that 
there is only so much they can resolve without making the LDC so restrictive that it does not 
work.  There is a struggle in trying to figure out what should be the developer’s responsibility 
and what should be credited by the government through impact fee credits. 
 
Discussion took place about the costs for building roads is cheaper for developers than for 
the County, the importance of acquiring land as Schroeder–Manatee Ranch has done, the 
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County wants to be reasonable, how often the County accepts an outside appraisal versus an 
in–house appraisal, and processing impact fee credit agreements. 
 

 Mr. Osborne stated staff corresponds with the Property Management staff to review the 
appraisals and outside appraisers have been used in certain situations.  Impact Fee credit 
agreements are processed as a team effort. 
 
Mr. Clague stated the County Attorney’s office only sees what is brought to their attention 
and to his knowledge, there has only been a few instances of dispute over the value of right–
of–way, which were resolved administratively. 
 
Commissioner Jonsson pointed out the appraisal process has evolved over time. 
 
Motion – Ordinance 17-24 (Item 11) 

  Commissioner Trace moved that, based on recommended changes by staff to Land 
Development Code Chapter 11 (Impact Fees dated 11/3/17) and Chapter 2 (Definitions 
related to impact fees dated September 18, 2017), the Management Action Plan from the 
Impact Fee of the public comments, the Board of County Commissioners adopts Ordinance 
17-24.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Smith and carried 7-0. BC20171207DOC011 
 
There being no public comment on Item 10, Resolution R-17-107, Chairman Benac closed 
public comment. 
 
Motion – Resolution R-17-107 (Item 10) 

  Commissioner Trace moved that, based upon the staff recommendation to adopt the 
Impact Fee Administrative Procedures Manual (dated 12/5/17), the Management Action Plan 
from the Impact Fee Audit by the Clerk of the Circuit Court, the 2015 County Impact Fee 
Study, the Planning Commission finding that Resolution R-17-107 is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan and in accordance with the Land Development Code, and after 
consideration of public comments, the Board of County Commissioners adopts Resolution R-
17-107.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner DiSabatino and carried 7-0.
 BC20171207DOC012 

RECESS/RECONVENE:  11:14 a.m. – 11:22 a.m.  All Commissioners were present. 
 

(Enter Nicole Knapp, Planning Section Manager in place of Dan Schlandt, Deputy County 
Administrator) 
15. BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES/RESOLUTION/FLORIDA BUILDING CODE 

 C. J. Dupre, Building Official, explained this request is for the adoption of Resolution 
R-17-153, which will adopt the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017).  The Florida Building 
Code is based on the International Code, which is updated with new editions every three 
years, and comprised of nine volumes (building, existing, residential, energy, mechanical, 
plumbing, accessibility, fuel gas and test protocol).  The 2014 National Electrical Code is also 
included with volumes.  The adoption of the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017), 
provides the County continued discounts on the National Florida Insurance Program (25 
percent discount on structures in flood zones and a ten percent discount on structures not in 
flood zones), and ensures safe structures through permitting and inspections for LDC 
compliance.  Adoption of the resolution provides acknowledgement that the Board is aware of 
the new Florida Building Codes. 
 

 Commissioner Jonsson reported the City of Anna Maria Island lost their Federal 
Emergency Management Agency discount. 
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Mr. Dupre stated that in order to ensure the discounts, the Florida Building Code, 6th Edition 
(2017) must be adopted by resolution, and the flood ordinance and compliance with FEMA 
requirements must be maintained. 
 
Motion 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Whitmore, and seconded by Commissioner Baugh, 
to adopt Resolution R-17-153, which adopts Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017). 
 
Discussion ensued as to why this item was an add–on, and if everyone affected by the new 
code has been informed. 
 
Mr. Dupre stated staff needed to ensure that the resolution was adopted prior to the code 
going into effect on December 31, 2017.  Staff plans to hold a class to inform contractors of 
the significant changes. 
 

 John Barnott, Building and Development Services Director, confirmed some of the 
contractors are aware and the others wait for the class, which counts as continuing education 
credits. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino questioned if new inspectors will be cross–trained to ensure 
proficiency.  Mr. Dupre reported once the inspectors are licensed in trade, they are enrolled in 
cross–training programs. 
 

 The motion carried 7-0. 
 

  Commissioner Smith commented on unlicensed inspectors and unpermitted work. 
 
Mr. Dupre explained Code Enforcement officers and licensed inspectors seek out unlicensed 
contractors regularly, and unpermitted work is cited. BC20171207DOC013 
 

12. ORDINANCE/ZONING 
A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Zoning 
Ordinance PDR-15-30(Z)(P), Myarra Property Joint Venture LLC/Myara Subdivision (fka ESME I 
LLC/Myara Subdivision).  Staff recommended approval with stipulations. 
 
Commissioner Baugh disclosed she attended meetings with the group trying to purchase the 
property to be utilized as a County park. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino disclosed she received telephone calls about the mail–in poll, but 
she forwarded them to staff. 
 
Chairman Benac attended the public meeting held by the County, but and she did not speak 
on the acquisition of the land for the Municipal Service Taxing Unit (MSTU). 
 
Commissioner Baugh clarified that at the meetings she attended; she has spoken about the 
park and the County’s plans for the park. 
 
Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney, pointed out the applicant requested additional 
presentation time. 
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 Edward Vogler, attorney representing the applicant, stated the request is for adoption of a 
zoning ordinance and site plan for 32 units.  He highlighted the history of the request (page 4 
of the staff report).  The applicant offered the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast the 
option to acquire the property for the park, and the applicant has decided to complete the 
rezone process despite the pending contract.  If the property were to be developed, it would 
be a low density, single–family community and would be considered a classic, clustered infill 
development. 
 

  Rachel Layton, planner for the applicant, utilized a slide presentation to highlight the 
future land use category (RES-1), gross and net density, acreage, special approval request, the 
property has split zoning (northern portion of the property is 13.71 acres zoned RSF-1 and 
southern portion is 18.67 acres zoned PDR with no approved plan), surrounding zoning 
categories, preliminary site plan (32 single–family detached dwelling units on 32.38 acres), 
6.85 acres of wetlands and 6.84 acres of wetland buffer, home sizes will be similar to homes 
in Braden Run, open space is 70 percent of the site (22.6 acres), the enhanced buffer along 
Braden River (128 feet), clustering, no impacts to wetlands, variable width buffer, drainage 
improvements, the project meets infill Comprehensive Plan policies and goals, and protection 
of sensitive lands. 
 

  Joel Christian, representing the applicant, discussed clustering and density intensity 
transfer (Comprehensive Plan Policies 2.3.1.1, 2.3.1.2, and 2.3.1.5), the Florida Land Use 
Cover and Forms Classification System (FLUCCS) map for the property and 500 feet outside 
the property boundary (wetland locations, pine flatwoods, wildlife included listed species 
gopher tortoise), and environmental benefits. 
 

  Pat Neal, applicant, stated the goal is for the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast 
to purchase the land and if not, the project design demonstrates that the proposed units can 
be integrated within the environment. 
 

 Commissioner DiSabatino questioned the 25 percent reduction in pre–development 
runoff. 
 

 Thomas Gerstenberger, Stormwater Engineering Division Manager, stated for the portion 
of the Braden River Watershed that drains towards the Evers Reservoir, the standard 
requirement is for a 25 percent reduction in the allowable pre–development runoff rate for 
Braden River. 
 

  Chairman Benac pointed out the reason for 25 percent reduction is because of the need 
for water in the Evers Reservoir. 
 
Mr. Gerstenberger confirmed Chairman Benac’s statement is the rationale for the 25 percent 
reduction for the Evers Reservoir whereas the other flood prone areas throughout the County 
are at a 50 percent reduction. 
 
Chairman Benac inquired about achieving water quality treatment and 411 flex code (depicted 
on the FLUCCS map). 
 

 Nathan Kragt, representing the applicant, explained that 150 percent of what is typically 
required to be treated would be accomplished in the same size stormwater ponds that are 
shown on the preliminary site plan. 



 DECEMBER 7, 2017 (Continued) 
 

BC MB 2017/695 

Mr. Christian noted 411 is pine flatwood flex code, which typically has a scattered canopy of 
flash pines or long leaf in some cases with a subcanopy or ground cover shrub layer of saw 
palmetto.  It is primarily, pines and saw palmetto. 
 
Chairman Benac asked if the clustered lots would be built in pine flatwood habitat. 
 
Mr. Christian confirmed the clustered lots would be located in the pine flatwoods and not 
within the buffers and areas that transition to the creek or river. 
 
Upon question if the land will have to be filled for a stormwater system, Mr. Kragt elucidated 
the land would not have to be filled and the goal would be to leave the land as close to 
natural grade as possible.  There will be minimum fill along the northern extent and more fill 
approaching south. 
 

  Rossina Leider, Senior Planner concurred with the applicant’s presentation.  She noted 
the density is in compliance with the LDC, the proposed lot size is comparable with the lot 
size in River Club, the site complies with all requirements of the LDC, and Public Works and 
the Fire Department support the specific approval for cul–de–sac since an emergency access 
has been proposed. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino inquired when the mail–in poll results for the MSTU would be 
finalized. 
 

 Clarke Davis, Transportation Planning Division Manager, stated postcards were mailed 
out. 
 
Chairman Benac stated this public hearing is quasi–judicial and should be separate from the 
land purchase for the park (preserve).  She inquired about the emergency access, if 
transportation concurrency findings were submitted, the project’s primary access point, the 
necessity of additional lanes on Clubhouse Drive, the internal roadway being private with 
sidewalks, and sidewalks on both sides of the roads. 
 

 Mr. Gerstenberger reported the specifications for the emergency access are outlined in 
Stormwater Condition, Stipulation C.4. 
 

 Mr. Davis stated that the traffic impact statement did not show the need for any offsite 
capacity improvements.  Clubhouse Drive is a designated collector in the thoroughfare plan, 
which makes it the appropriate access point for the project.  Additional lanes are considered 
to be offsite capacity improvements, and he reiterated that none are required.  He further 
explained that one trip is enough to trigger the need for transportation concurrency findings 
under the LDC.  Offsite impacts did not rise to a level that they were significant and 
sufficiently adverse to require a detailed traffic analysis.  There is sufficient capacity in the 
portion of the roadway network to be impacted, which does not require any offsite 
improvements.  Staff does not anticipate the need to widen Clubhouse Drive for this or any 
other project. 
 
Mr. Vogler stated the roads will be private and gated. 
 
Ms. Leider reported the project is within two miles of a school, and the applicant proposes 
sidewalks on both sides of the roads. 
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 Carol Atkinson questioned why the applicant was seeking a rezone. 
 
There being no additional public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 Chairman Benac explained the rezoning process, property rights, and wetland 
protections. 
 

  Commissioner DiSabatino commended the applicant on a well-planned project. 
 
Based upon the staff report, evidence presented, comments made at the public hearing, the 
action of the Planning Commission, and finding the request to be consistent with the Manatee 
County Comprehensive Plan (Future Traffic Circulation Plan) and the Manatee County Land 
Development Code, as conditioned herein, Commissioner DiSabatino moved to approve 
Manatee County Zoning Ordinance PDR-15-30(Z)(P); Approve the Preliminary Site Plan with 
Stipulations A.1-A.5, B.1–B.2, C.1-C.4 (revised C.1-C.2 as included with the agenda update 
memorandum), and D.1-D.8; Grant Special Approval for a project: (1) adjacent to perennial 
stream; (2) within the Watershed Protection Evers Overlay District; (3) within the Special 
Treatment Overlay District; (4) within the Coastal Evacuation Area Overlay District; (5) partially 
within the Coastal High Hazard Overlay District; and (6) exceeding a net density of 1.0 
dwelling unit per acre in the RES-1 Future Land Use Category; Adopt the Findings for Specific 
Approval; and Grant Specific Approval of an alternative to Land Development Code Section 
1001.4.D.1 (cul-de-sac length), as recommended by staff.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Smith.  Following a brief discussion, the motion carried 6-1, with 
Commissioner Baugh voting nay. BC20171207DOC014 
 

RECESS/RECONVENE:  12:10 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  All Commissioners were present except 
Commissioner Smith. 
 

13. ORDINANCE/ZONING 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Zoning 
Ordinance PDR-17-16(G), Woodlands of Manatee LLC/Coventry Park.  The Planning 
Commission recommended approval with stipulations. 
 
No ex–parte communications were disclosed. 
 

 Edward Vogler, attorney representing the applicant, stated this property has a valid 
preliminary site plan approval for 256 residential units [PDR-05-27(P)].  The applicant seeks 
approval of a general development plan for 170 single–family units with the deletion of the 
affordable housing element.  The project will be a 55 plus gated community as noted in the 
recorded Declaration of Restrictive Covenant, which will generate less traffic.  The preferred 
alignment of the roadway network has been changed to access Erie Road in one place instead 
of two in order to avoid environmental degradation.  The project is in the Buffalo Canal 
Watershed, and proper reductions will be made for discharges and treatments.  An emergency 
access will be installed as a second means of access and will be solely used by emergency 
vehicles. 
 

 Rachel Layton, planner representing the applicant, reviewed the aerial map, future land 
use map, zoning map, area subdivision densities sheet, and general development plan to 
discuss aspects of the project including site acreage, the northern limits of the site adjacent 
to the railroad and planned Willow Ellenton Trail, surrounding development, development 
trends, previous site approvals, density reduction, maintenance of the conservation 



 DECEMBER 7, 2017 (Continued) 
 

BC MB 2017/697 

easements, site designation, the project proposes to have 170 lots (mix of semi–detached 
and detached units) on 105 acres, gross density, special and specific approvals, roadway 
buffer, wetlands and wetland buffer, traffic impact statement, open space, setbacks, 
recreation area (connection to the Willow Ellenton Trail), and the neighborhood meeting 
(6/2/17).   
 

 Discussion proceeded as to how the age restriction will be enforced, stub–out location, 
cannot have a certificate of level of service with a general development plan, perennial 
stream, drainage flow, is there a history of the agriculture on the property, wetland acreage, 
percentage of wetlands, 25-year floodplain, base flood elevation, Cedar Drain is the name of 
the perennial stream, the affordable housing component will be eliminated with a general 
development plan, approved permits, the lack of affordable housing in the County is 
concerning, and does the ditch overflow during heavy rain events. 
 
Mr. Vogler reported the age restriction will be enforced through a homeowners association. 
Due to concern about arsenic (former use was a golf course), the applicant had to apply for a 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection permit, which prohibits anyone under the age 
of 18 from living onsite.  The previous site plan had two access points on Erie Road and to 
prevent wetland damage, staff proposed a second means of access on 79th Avenue East as a 
gated emergency access.  For Woodlawn Lakes (project to the south), the roadways are 
dedicated to the public and are public roads.  The culvert crossing will manage the canal and 
create the emergency access to 79th Avenue East. 
 

 Joel Christian, senior scientist representing the applicant, reported the perennial stream is 
a large ditch/canal that runs along the southern boundary line. 
 

 Jeb Mulock, engineer representing the applicant, explained that drainage from the site 
ultimately flows to Buffalo Canal, and there are 44 acres of wetlands. 
 
Mr. Christian stated it is estimated that the County is comprised of approximately 20 percent 
of wetlands. 
 
Mr. Vogler outlined the project’s current permits. 
 
Mr. Mulock stated area residents have stated the water has elevated to the top of the banks 
but not overflowed, which is typical.  The applicant will be required to elevate the lands where 
the units and roads will be placed, and floodplain compensation is required.  The discharge 
rate will be reduced by 50 percent during a 25-year storm event. 
 

 Tia Boyd, Building and Development Services, clarified the staff report should indicate 
60.6 acres of uplands and not wetlands, and the correct wetland acreage should 44.69 acres.  
A slide presentation was used to highlight the request (general development plan for 170 
single–family detached and semi–detached residential units), aerial map, future land use map, 
special approvals required, zoning map, history, site characteristics, general development 
plan, access points, interneighborhood ties, dimensional standards, specific approvals 
required, photographs of the site, roadway conditions of Erie Road, public 
comments/concerns, positive aspects, negative aspects, and mitigating measures.  Staff 
recommended approval. 
 

 There was discussion about the Fire District agreeing with the cul–de–sac length, 
improvements for Erie Road, sidewalks on Erie Road, traffic signal on Erie Road and 69th 
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Street East, drainage easement is along the canal, currently there is water in the canal, 
timeframe for the functional improvement, gross density of the project, front–yard setback 
(mitigating factor), and history of the affordable housing component. 
 

 Thomas Gerstenberger, Stormwater Engineering Division Manager, reported there was 
coordination between County Departments and the North River Fire Department for the cul–
de–sac specific approval request, which was mitigated by the emergency access.  While 
displaying an aerial site plan, he pointed out the cul–de–sac that requires specific approval, 
and the proposed drainage maintenance access easement along the north bank of Cedar 
Drain.  There will be access for drainage maintenance activities, access for Public Safety, and 
the Fire District will utilize the stabilized access point down to the cul–de–sac. 
 

 Clarke Davis, Transportation Planning Division Manager, stated the applicant's site 
improvements are shown on the general development plan including a 235–foot–long 
northbound left turn and 85–foot–long taper southbound into the project for right turns.  The 
County is working on functional improvements for Erie Road from Old Tampa Road to the 
proposed project, or the reconstructed 69th Street East and Erie Road (24-foot–wide travel 
lanes and stabilized shoulders).  The County is designing Erie Road, from 69th Street East to 
U.S. 301, but there is no funding for construction.  The entrances to the North County High 
School and Fort Hamer Road/U.S. 301 connection will be improved as part of the school 
improvements and the Fort Hamer Road extension project.  Long–term plans include Erie 
Road being widened to four lanes and traffic does not warrant signalization at this time. 
 
Mr. Gerstenberger noted the emergency access would be above and outside of the 25-year 
floodplain.  The tributaries of Buffalo Canal, Buffalo Canal, Cedar Drain, Cabbage Slough and 
Frog Creek are perennial streams. 
 
Commissioner Trace disagreed that Buffalo Canal is a perennial stream, because it is 
manmade. 
 
Chairman Benac stated the Comprehensive Plan requires a specific approval for a perennial 
stream, but she was unsure of where the definition for a perennial stream originated. 
 

 Mr. Christian explained a perennial stream is defined in the Land Development Code as 
any ditch, canal or stream shown as perennial on the United States Geological Survey 
quadrangle map. 
 
Discussion continued regarding the timeframe for the functional improvements on Erie Road, 
are there design plans to reconfigure 69th Street East and Erie Road again, gross density of 
the project, special approval density, two–foot separation between the front–yard setback and 
sidewalks, and whether or not the State was involved with the applicant's decision to not 
pursue the density bonus for affordable housing. 
 
Mr. Davis reported that construction could begin within a year once permitting and other 
aspects are completed.  The funding is in place, and staff is working toward the necessary 
approvals in order to commence construction of the north–south section of Erie Road.  The 
east–-west section commences from the reconstruction of 69th Street East and Erie Road east 
to U.S. 301. 
 
Ms. Boyd noted the proposed gross density is 1.62 dwelling units per acre and the special 
approval requirement is two dwelling units per acre for RES-3. 



 DECEMBER 7, 2017 (Continued) 
 

BC MB 2017/699 

 Nicole Knapp, Planning Section Manager, explicated the two–foot separation is to 
eliminate any conflict of a car extending into the required sidewalk and to provide a greater 
distance between the front wall of the home and where the sidewalk begins. 
 
Mr. Gerstenberger reported that for private streets, sidewalks are placed two feet within the 
right–of–way or private access easement.   Sidewalks for this project will be constructed on 
one side of the internal streets.  A ten–foot, multi-use trail is proposed along the property 
frontage in conjunction with the functional improvement project. 
 

 Ms. Knapp explained the applicant no longer wished to pursue the density bonus for 
affordable housing. 
 

 Mr. Vogler reiterated that arsenic was found onsite, which required mitigation before the 
project could be built.  One of the mitigating options was for the project to be designated as 
a 55 or older development. 
 
Chairman Benac stated it is not uncommon to find arsenic on lands formerly used for 
agricultural purposes. 
 
Public Comment 

  Edward Vehling, Woodlawn Lakes resident, reported there are places in Florida where 
naturally occurring arsenic has been found to be above residential cleanup target levels and 
pesticides containing arsenic compounds the issue.  Children and the elderly are most 
susceptible to arsenic.  He displayed an altered overall existing conditions aerial map to 
discuss the drainage easement. 
 
There being no additional public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 
Staff had no closing comments. 
 

 During rebuttal, Mr. Vogler stated the additional two feet in the front yard pushes the 
sidewalk into the right–of–way.  For this project, there will be a 50–foot right–of–way and 24 
feet of pavement, but it is a curve and gutter system. 
 

 Commissioner Trace stated this project is well designed, but she was not in support due 
to concerns with drainage and roads.  Commissioner Smith echoed concerns by 
Commissioner Trace.  
 

  Based upon the staff report, evidence presented, comments made at the public hearing, 
the action of the Planning Commission, and finding the request to be consistent with the 
Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Manatee County Land Development Code, as 
conditioned herein, Commissioner DiSabatino moved to approve Manatee County Ordinance 
PDR-17-16(G); Approve the General Development Plan with Stipulations A.1–A.3, B.1–B.6, C.1–
C.4, and D.1; Granting Special Approval for a project: (1) adjacent to a perennial stream; (2) 
which density is transferred from part of a wetland site to another part of the same project; 
and (3) having habitable structures within the 25–year floodplain; Adopt the Findings for 
Specific Approvals; and Grant Specific Approval of an alternative to Land Development Code 
Section 706.7.C.1, requiring a uniform-width buffer, Section 1001.4.D.1 requiring cul-de-sacs 
and dead–end streets be limited to a maximum length of 800 feet, Section 1001.6.A.1 
requiring sidewalks on both sides of the street for a development within two miles of a public 
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elementary or middle school, Section 1001.1.C.3 to allow an alternative design for emergency 
access to serve as a second means of access, and Section 402.7.D.7 requiring a 25-foot front–
yard setback; as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Baugh. 
 
Chairman Benac commented on the two means of access, stabilization of the canal, and the 
multi–use trail. 
 
Commissioner Whitmore inquired how staff ensures drainage will be kept within the property 
boundaries. 
 
Mr. Gerstenberger stated the applicant will have to provide a detailed analysis and report of 
the present condition of the site in comparison to the post–development condition of 
development as a whole (units, roads, and stormwater facilities).  Every single node 
associated with the watershed study would be reviewed for this project area by utilizing the 
Buffalo Canal Watershed Study. 
 
Commissioner Trace suggested a full, southbound right–turn lane into the project since it 
occurs after the curve on Erie Road. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino also suggested flashers on Erie Road to warn residents of the new 
community when the time comes. 
 

 Upon question, Mr. Davis stated there is an approved traffic impact statement and turn 
lanes were identified earlier in the meeting.  Any further concerns about safety and 
operations will be addressed during final site plan and construction plan stages. 
 
The motion carried 5-2, with Commissioners Smith and Trace voting nay. BC20171207DOC015 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 

Commissioner Smith  
• Traveled to Gainesville to complete the Advanced County Commissioner program and 

spoke to a Florida Association of Counties representative regarding Manatee County 
Commissioners serving on State committees 

• Reported that a slide presentation of the Central Manatee Network Alternative Analysis, 
was used at a recent Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Community Meeting  

 
Discussion proceeded that all parties should be receiving the same information, alleviating 
traffic issues, do not want to hurt businesses in the Cities of Bradenton and Palmetto, the 
County needs to work with FDOT, and the DeSoto Bridge flyover would serve drivers heading 
southward. BC20171207DOC016 
(Note:  Continued to later in the meeting) 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS (Continued for Future Agenda Items) 

 Edward Vehling, Woodlawn Lakes resident, complimented the Board on their efforts.  He 
sought clarification on who is responsible for penalizing residents who abuse emergency 
access gates. 
 
Commissioner Benac stated once the new P25 Radio System is installed and operational it 
would allow the emergency access codes to be changed periodically. 
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CENTRAL MANATEE NETWORK ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS (CMNAA) 
Previous discussion about the CMNAA continued to include the divergent diamond 
interchange (University Parkway/I-75), people are afraid of change, the Fort Hamer Road 
bridge, the Board should meet and discuss issues with the municipalities, and staff getting 
together with FDOT. 
 

 Commissioner Trace moved that County staff get together with staff from FDOT, the City 
of Bradenton and the City of Palmetto to establish consistency and be on one page.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Baugh. 
 
Chairman Benac noted FDOT is in charge of the project. 
 
Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney, clarified the Board is not forming a staff advisory 
committee to make recommendations, which would be subject to the Sunshine Law.  She 
suggested the motion include staff conducting a fact–finding investigation of the pros and 
cons of various options. 
 
The motioner and seconder agreed to the recommendation from Ms. Schenk. 
 
Public Comment 

 Laurie Galle, area resident, attended the FDOT community meeting and an abbreviated 
presentation was given.  Concerns would have been alleviated had the presenter taken the 
time to go back to review one particular slide.  She has attended three meetings on this 
subject and noted there is no consistency on the presented information. 
 
There being no further public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

 The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Commissioner Jonsson noted three Commissioners sit on the Sarasota–Manatee Planning 
Organization (MPO) and this should be discussed at the upcoming meeting.  There was no 
objection for Commissioner Baugh, MPO Vice–Chair, to ask David Hutchison, Executive 
Director, to place this subject on the agenda. BC20171207DOC016 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS (Continued) 

Commissioner Trace  
• Stated in the future, she will be addressing several matters in the Parrish Overlay 

District 
 

Commissioner DiSabatino  
• Reported the traffic signal at 37th Street East and 44th Avenue East will be activated 

soon 
• Thanked Dan Schlandt, Deputy County Administrator, for pursuing the installation of 

sidewalks on Tallevast Road 
• Questioned if there are fees in place for the continuance of zoning items 
 
Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney, cautioned the Board about punishing developers for 
continuances since they are charged for their zoning applications. 
 
• Inquired about charging a fee for credit card payments 
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Quantana Acevedo, Clerk of the Circuit Court, reported that Ed Hunzeker, County 
Administrator, mentioned during a work session (7/27/17) that staff was working on 
addressing this issue since it is costing the County money. 
 
• Thanked the Board for their patience while she dealt with her family and health issues. 
(Note:  Continued to later in the meeting) 
 

DASHBOARD REPORT 
Commissioner DiSabatino inquired if the dashboard report could include a category about the 
collection of the Half–Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax funds. 
 

 Commissioner DiSabatino moved to put the Half–Cent Sales Tax revenue on the 
dashboard report (to show the collection).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Whitmore. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 

 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS (Continued) 

Commissioner Baugh  
• Thanked the Board for allowing her to work with Jennifer Cowan, Port Authority 

Attorney, on the employee contract for Carlos Buqueras, Executive Director.  His 
contract expires in May 2018, and it will be presented for approval at the next Port 
Authority meeting.  Pursuant to Florida Statutes, a bonus must be available to all 
employees and not just one.  Mr. Buqueras is in favor of the contract being renewed for 
five years, and a review form for Mr. Buqueras was sent via email to each Authority 
Member 

• Reported the General Counsel of Japan will be at Port Manatee on December 15, 2017, 
for the International Trade Hub, and he will also be meeting with Representative Vern 
Buchanan 

 
Commissioner Jonsson 
• None 
 

Commissioner Whitmore  
• Reported there are temporary medians at 119th Street West and Cortez Road (see 

email)  BC20171207DOC017 
 

Chairman Benac  
• Stated the Hurricane Shelter meeting was postponed at the request of the School Board 

and a separate work session has been scheduled for December 19th 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino 
• Announced she will be meeting with staff on December 19th regarding affordable 

housing 
 
Commissioner Baugh 
• Sent an email to staff to request a forensic study on the Confederate Monument and 

for the County Administrator to provide an update  BC20171207DOC018 
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Commissioner Whitmore reported Senator Bill Galvano is working on this issue with the 
proper parties. 

 
Discussion ensued that the monument issue is not going away. 

 

 Commissioner Smith stated he also spoke to the County Administrator about 
providing updates.  

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 4:02 p.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:   August 7, 2018 


