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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 

Meeting video link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 
 
Present were: 

Priscilla Whisenant Trace, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman (entered during meeting) 
Betsy Benac 
Vanessa Baugh 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Trace called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA BC20180918DOC000 

1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, announced this is the second public hearing 
required by Florida Statute, and reviewed the past meeting schedule.  The difference between 
the meeting last week and this week is the approval of the Capital Improvement Program, 
which can be amended at any meeting throughout the year.   BC20180918DOC000 

 
2. STAFF PRESENTATION 

   Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, announced the percentage of additional 
property taxes that will be generated by growth in the tax base exclusive of growth from new 
construction, this is also referred to as the increase of revenue of the roll back rack; the 
overall tax rates are not increasing; the aggregate increase over roll back percentage is 4.57 
percent, the aggregate millage rate for FY19 is 6.8779 percent; and the roll back aggregate is 
6.5776.   Ms. Brewer used a slide presentation to review taxable values, total countywide 
millage rate (which remains flat), the total countywide tentative millage, revenues by source, 
and uses by function.  Responded the Consumer Price Index is 2.1. BC20180918DOC000 

(Enter Commissioner Smith during presentation) 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

   Mike Meehan discussed revenues taken in by the County. 
 

   Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, explained the numbers quoted by Mr. 
Meehan are correct, but not all of the dollars are unrestricted, and are designated for certain 
funds.  The reserves are already included in the FY19 budget, and much of the funding is 
already committed to capital projects.  All of the funding required for a project must be 
available and committed for the budget, prior to beginning construction, even if it takes three 
years to complete the project.   
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 Discussion ensued that reserves must be 20 percent of the budget, which would last 2.25 
months, impact fees can only be spent on growth related items, the budget and the financial 
report are two different things, the Property Appraiser does the final certification in the 
beginning of October, provide a summary of the top 20 accounts, see how the CIP works with 
the budget, Ordinance 14-28 specifies what the specific uses are, and using Community 
Redevelopment Funds. BC20180918DOC000 

 
5. MILLAGE/BUDGET ADOPTION 

Discussion ensued regarding the wish list of flagged items cannot be discussed tonight, and 
if figures come in from the Property Appraiser higher than expected, the flagged items can be 
revisited and possibly added to the budget. 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Benac, seconded by Commissioner Jonsson, and carried 
5-2, with Commissioners Baugh and DiSabatino voting nay, to adopt Resolution B-19-004 
setting final millage rates for FY2018/19. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Benac, seconded by Commissioner Jonsson, and carried 
5-2 with Commissioners Baugh and DiSabatino voting nay, to adopt Resolution B-19-005 
adopting the annual budget for Manatee County for FY2018/19. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Benac, seconded by Commissioner Jonsson, and carried 
5-2 with Commissioners Baugh and DiSabatino voting nay, to adopt Resolution B_19-006 
adopting the budget for Manatee County Dependent Special Taxing Districts including The 
Manatee County Port Authority, the Housing Authority of Manatee County, the Manatee 
County Law Library, and the Myakka Fire Control District for FY1018/19. BC20180918DOC000 

 
6. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Motion was made by Commissioner Whitmore and seconded by Commissioner Benac to adopt 
the Five-year Capital Improvement Program and Policy regarding the Administration of the 
Five-Year Capital Improvement Program for the Fiscal Years 2019-2023. 
 

   Discussion ensued regarding the motions, and amendments are done throughout the 
year to the budget. 
 
The motion carried 5-2 with Commissioners Baugh and DiSabatino voting nay. 
 

   Discussion ensued regarding needing to look at how the Board handles the Budget, 
nothing from the wish lists were added, top priorities are public safety and a balanced 
budget, budget meetings started in May 2018, if Commissioners want to amend the budget 
they have to be willing to cut something, in order to add something, administrative form of 
budget, only way to get more revenue is to raise taxes, no intention to raise the millage, the 
Board is supposed to oversee the budget and make suggestions on changes, tasked to 
concentrate on 14th Street West and Samoset, spend some of the CRA money and Southwest 
TIF funds on street lights, sidewalks, and public safety, some non-recurring items were added 
to the budget, community policing initiative was approved in 2017 for south county, and 
District Commissioners deal directly with the citizens in their district and may be more 
attuned to the needs. BC20180918DOC000 

(Depart Commissioner Whitmore during discussion) 
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4. ANNOUNCE AGGREGATE MILLAGE RATE COMPARISON 

   Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, announced the aggregate millage rate for 
FY19 is 6.8779 percent; and the change from the roll back aggregate millage rate is 6.5776, 
for the operating millage is hereby determined to be 4.57 percent, and there is no increase in 
overall taxes. BC20180918DOC000 

 
7. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

There being no further business, Chairman Trace adjourned the meeting at 7:03 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   September 25, 2018 


