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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
OCTOBER 16, 2018 

 
Present were: 

Priscilla Whisenant Trace, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Betsy Benac 
Vanessa Baugh 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Amy Stone-Beck, Board Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Trace called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
AGENDA  BC20181016D0C001 
1. ROUNDABOUTS BC20181016D0C002 

  Sage Kamiya, Deputy Director of Traffic Management, used a slide presentation to 
address roundabout concepts for Honore Avenue and Lakewood Ranch Boulevard including 
potential roundabout locations at Old Farm Road, Cooper Creek Boulevard, Lakewood Ranch 
Boulevard at Clubhouse Drive, Balmoral Woods Boulevard, and Water Crest Way. Existing 
conditions for these roads include warrant status, correctible crashes and funding.  The only 
intersection with possible funding for traffic control and meets the warrants is Cooper Creek 
Boulevard and Honore Avenue.  The other potential intersections along Lakewood Ranch 
Boulevard did not meet warrant status requirements for correctible crashes.  Correctible 
crashes are defined as crashes that may not have occurred if a traffic signal or stop sign were 
present. 
 

   Mr. Kamiya discussed characteristics of roundabouts which include crashes being less 
severe, implementation costs are higher, right-of-way needs are greater in roundabouts, 
delays may be less in a roundabout, and the higher cost is worth the benefit.  He reviewed 
different roundabout concepts and artist renderings. Right-of-way issued could occur 
regarding the placement being close to residential homes. The next step is to determine a 
funding source by amending the Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
 

   Discussion ensued regarding residents requesting assistance at the entrance to the 
Country Club, a traffic signal is the best option for Honore Avenue at Copper Creek, 
construction costs and the number of lanes makes a difference in costs for roundabouts, do 
roundabouts need to fit the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) designs or could 
they be customized for size, studies were conducted during a.m. and p.m. peak hours when 
accidents are likely to increase, Cooper Creek needs a stop sign at Honore Avenue, looking at 
the curve cut at 39th Street near Garden Lakes, Honore could create the same future traffic 
problems, citizens are upset about the lack of infrastructure, and residential developments on 
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the raise in Manatee County. 
 
Discussion continued that more funds need to be designated for traffic infrastructure 
development, plan to implement roundabouts at intersections now that may have residential 
development in the future, safety concerns for residents walking in a roundabout intersection, 
how flashing lights will signal to traffic that pedestrians are using the crosswalks, concerns 
about building permits already issued prior to intersection development, County can no 
longer mandate right-of-way on roads, because of the Growth Management Bill in 2011 which 
restricted County rights. Current policies need updates consistent with traffic development, 
and determine what projects are to be funded with Federal and State agencies. 
 

William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, stated the County is no longer allowed to 
mandate reserves for right-of-way improvements and currently, land is dedicated for eminent 
domain towards future development.  
 

Discussion ensued that in 2012, Builders where persuaded to put land aside for 
development on traffic intersections. Currently, all transportation impact fees, including fees 
paid by Lakewood Ranch, are funding the 44th Avenue East extension project. 
 

 Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, mentioned that 44th Avenue East extension should 
soon forecast project completion date and better determine how the impact fees can be used 
for other future projects. There are possibilities to exchange certain projects in the Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) for higher priority projects. 
 

 Discussion continued regarding an emphasis focus on the completion of the 44th Avenue 
East extension project, because it is absorbing the extra revenue finish other projects due to 
approved residential developments, and Commissioners priorities are to consider safety and 
figuring out what tools to ensure that  

 

 Mr. Hunzeker, stated since there is no funding for the projects in the budget, the CIP may 
need to be adjusted and the update from the sales tax revenue may fund some of these 
traffic projects. 
 

  Mr. Clague explained the delay from completing the 44th Avenue East extension project 
was due to it being removed from impact fee project list, because of the costs, but was then 
reprioritized when S.R. 70 was going to develop into a 10-way highway.  Previously, 
Legislation limited transportation decisions at a local level due to the recession in 2011.  
Florida is currently in a growth spurt, but the policy standard is still set for the recession.   
 

  There is a consensus of the Board to hold an all-day work session on traffic issues and 
reserves on roundabouts for traffic calming on Honore. 
 

  There being no public comment, Chairman Trace closed public comment.  
 
2. BUDGET RESERVES BC20181016D0C003 

  Jan Brewer, Director of Financial Management, used a slide presentation on the Manatee 
County Budget regarding the top 20 Cash Balance Reserves which amounted to $361million 
of the total County’s $393.6 million reserves.  The top 20 Reserves are as follows: 

1) General Fund- $103,437,496. 
2) Solid Waste- $48,667,440. 
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3) Water and Sewer- $46,323,177. 
4) Utilities Capital Projects - $85,934,275. 
5) Health Insurance - $28,806,770.  
6) Infrastructure Sale Tax - $39,915,693. 
7) Transportation - $18,775,393. 
8) Building Department- $11,751,810. 
9) Self-Insurance - $9,194,748. 
10) Unincorporated Municipal Services Taxing Unit-$10,362,820.   
11) Beach Erosion Control Tourist Tax- $8,814,269.  
12) Tourist Development Tax- $9,973,491.  
13) Fleet and Fuel- $7,583,768.  
14) Southwest TIF- $9,134,682. 
15) Road Impact Fees- $50,884,932. 
16) Utilities Maintenance- $6,228,139. 
17) Parks and Recreation- $4,908,805. 
18) Park Impact Fee- $14,392,606. 
19) Law Enforcement Impact Fee- $3,746,493. 
20) Gas Tax- $3,268,617. 

Cash Balance reserves are separated by Governmental and Business type funds.  In 
comparison to other counties, Manatee’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) net 
position on September 30, 2017, ranked in the “healthy” middle with 25.59 percent between 
Charlotte, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Polk and Sarasota.  Sarasota ranked the highest at 29.58 
percent and Hillsborough ranked the lowest at 20.75 percent 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Trace closed public comment 
 

 Discussion ensued about the final certification of the 2018 Tax Roll from the Property 
Appraiser’s Office, County value overall increased by 8.2 percent, Unincorporated Manatee 
increased by 8.4 percent, Palm Aire decreased to 7.1percent, the total 2018 Tax Roll 
increased by $404,683, and in July, the budget was projected at 9 percent but has since been 
adjusted to reflect the 8.2 percent based on adopted millage rates. 
 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, Chairman Trace adjourned the meeting at 12:07 p.m. 

 
Minutes Approved:   November 27, 2018 


