
BC MB 18-19/1 
 

MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS MEETING 

BRADENTON AREA CONVENTION CENTER, LONGBOAT KEY ROOM 
One Haben Boulevard 

Palmetto, Florida 
January 29, 2019 

 
Present were: 

Stephen R. Jonsson, Chairman 
Betsy Benac, First Vice–Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Reggie Bellamy 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Jonsson called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 

 
AGENDA  BC20190129DOC065 
1. TAMPA BAY RESILIENCY COALITION 

Rob Brown, introduced Sean Sullivan, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.  Mr. Sullivan used 
a slide presentation to discuss the Tampa Bay Regional Resilience Coalition and discussed the 
benefits of a regional approach, resiliency planning, several reports regarding the economic 
effects, the current coalition, 25 local governments involved, structure of the coalition, the 
need for a resilience action plan for the Tampa Bay region, focus is on the science, 
components of the action plan and desired work products, engagement of the business 
community, State and federal involvement, and the next steps will include workshops and 
leadership support. 
 
Commissioner Baugh, stated everyone needs to take part in this.   
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. BC20190129DOC066 

 
2. INCREASING RESILIENCY IN TAMPA BAY COMMUNITIES- PERIL OF FLOOD 

Nicole Knapp, Public Safety, discussed the Resilience in Tampa Bay Communities Project. 
 
Jerry Murphy, University of Florida, used a, slide presentation to discuss the Peril of Flood 
partnership with Manatee County.  Topics included melting of the ice caps, legislation 
requiring all local governments have a plan to address sea level rise, the Florida Resilient 
Coastlines Program, utilizing tools from the program, overarching goals, engineering with 
nature, social and housing vulnerability, project activities, and Manatee County workshop 
components. 
 
Upon question, Mr. Murphy explained funding comes from Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) and support from County staff to do mapping, the project 
should be done in April, and the final report is due in June to DEP. All governments are to 
have the Peril of Flood complete when their Evaluation and Appraisal Report is due.   
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. BC20190129DOC067 
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3. CLIMATE CHANGE (Local Government Awareness and Action Plans for the Effects of 
Climate Change on Manatee County) 
Charlie Kennedy, School Board Member, introduced the presentation. 
 
Mary Beth Bishop, local resident, addressed climate change issues and renewable energy. 
 
Jim Willard, Manatee Clean Energy Alliance, used a slide presentation to address climate 
change in Manatee County, and the urgency to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) and fossil fuel.  
 

 Tim Rumage continued the slides and addressed GHGs, the Fourth National Climate 
Assessment, cause and effect of GHGs, temperature trends, world temperature changes by 
2050, sea level rise due to ice cap melting will be higher and faster than predicted, the cost of 
carbon and GHGs, larger and stronger storms, increased flooding and allergies, increased 
tropical diseases, and the World Economic Forum Global Risks Report. 
 

   Steven Murphy continued the slides and discussed ways to mitigate global warming by 
using solar energy, budgeting for electric vehicles, establishing green building codes, and 
promoting citizen awareness to utilize solar to fulfill the worlds energy needs. 
 

   Phil Compton, Sierra Club, continued the slides and addressed climate action. 
 

  Mr. Willard encouraged everyone to take part in developing strategies to help the 
environment. 
 
Diana Robinson, Energy Manager Property Management Department, concluded the 
presentation and summarized action taken by Manatee County government and local 
agencies. 
 

   Discussion ensued regarding encouraging everyone to work together, and how to teach 
the students about global warming, install solar panels on school campuses, use electric 
buses, and teach students about climate change. 
 

  Mr. Rumage suggested grade level projects that can be repeated with the same grade 
each year, and then documenting changes so students can see progress over the years.   

 
There being no public comments, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment.  BC20190129DOC068 

 
4. SUNCOAST CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE LEVEL READING 

  Bronwyn Beightol, United Way Suncoast, used a slide presentation to address community 
leadership, education, families, and ALICE (Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed) 
families in Manatee County. 
 

  Carolyn Griffin, United Way Suncoast, continued the slides and discussed ALICE families, 
11 percent of households living at poverty level, percentages of families with single parents 
living at poverty levels, private sector employment and low paying service jobs, household 
survivor budget, and steps taken to assist families. 

 

  Ms. Beightol continued the slides and reviewed studies which resulted in people wanting 
a safe community and the best education possible for their children, making sure children 
have access to health care and increasing parent involvement, Patterson Foundation, goals 
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and accomplishments, All American Cities Award received by Manatee and Sarasota, partners 
in Manatee County, target neighborhoods, and The Big Plan to be revealed later this week. 
 

  Cindy Cavallaro Day, continued the slides and discussed the target neighborhoods, 
agencies involved, targeting early learning, summer reading programs, and the importance of 
grade level reading by third grade for student success. 
 

   Ms. Beightol concluded the presentation and stated that the plan will be revealed and 
two out three children are not reading at grade level. 
 
There being no public comments, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. BC20190129DOC069 
 

5. 2018 ANNUAL INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES PLANNING  

  Amy Anderson, Manatee County School District, used a slide presentation to review the 
history of the interlocal agreements, the parties participating in the interlocal agreement, data 
sharing, school concurrency and no plans to change the level of service, development 
application review, educational facilities planning and codification, school capacity data for 
each service area, level of service in each service area, high school are district wide, new 
development tracking system to determine where new schools are needed, consolidated 
school report with projected number of students and impacts are included in development 
applications, but the School District has no say in zoning decisions, and the Town of 
Longboat Key elected to be included in the Interlocal Agreement.  
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. BC20190129DOC070 
 

6. CONSOLIDATION OF FIRE DISTRICTS 

   Commissioner Benac explained she has no predetermined agenda, and is not asking for 
a consolidation of the departments, since it is a legislative decision.  Her concern is with the 
significant growth in Manatee County and discussed projected growth by 2045.  The number 
one priority is public safety in Manatee County and many agencies are having trouble keeping 
up with growth.  Any increase in revenue goes to Public Safety.  Since Fire Districts are 
independent, people do not know a lot about them. She reviewed a couple of studies one 
done in January 1980, on Fire Districts and the enabling legislation.  A recommendation was 
made that the cost of providing service continues to rise due to the rise in population.  There 
could be a consolidation of certain services.  The second study done in 1993, suggests 
looking at the consolidation of some services.  She questioned how to provide the most 
efficient services in public safety.  Her objective is to understand what the tax payers are 
getting with their assessment.   
 

   Commissioner Baugh stated she is involved with the East Manatee Fire District, and the 
different districts are l there to help each other.  Fire districts should be left to themselves, as 
each knows the needs of their District.  She reiterated that the top priority is public safety.  
The Fire Districts are preparing for growth, and some are seeking funding sources.   
 

   Commissioner Servia questioned if there are resources that can be shared.   
 

  Gary Lawson, East Manatee Fire District, stated there needs to be better communication.  
East Manatee went out to the community and discussed their plans for being able to support 
the area. He suggested the Fire Districts meet monthly.  
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   Brian Gorsky, South Manatee Fire Chief, stated some County Fire Districts have 
consolidated, and the Districts have come together with cooperative agreements that involve 
all the Fire Districts for different services.   
 

   Stacey Baily, Parrish Fire Chief reiterated there are cooperative agreements. 
 

   Commissioner Benac addressed growth, sea level rise, climate change and public safety 
needs.  She suggested the Fire Districts submit a report and reiterated this was not to 
consolidate the districts as one district.   
 

   Commissioner Baugh encouraged Commissioners to tour the fire districts. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. BC20190129DOC077 
 

7. COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS MEETINGS 
Commissioner Whitmore discussed a brief history of the Council of Governments, and 
questioned if there is a better way to meet and get information. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the importance of getting together, participation low from the 
cities, Fire Chiefs attend, submit agenda items, and review agenda items and have fresh items 
that are important to everyone,  
 
It was the consensus of those in attendance to keep having the meetings. BC20190129DOC072 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
There being no public comments, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
8. The next Council of Governments meeting is scheduled for April 2, 2019. 
 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Jonsson adjourned the meeting at 6:23 p.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:   February 12, 2019 


