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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
DECEMBER 17, 2019 

Meeting video link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 

 
Present were: 

Stephen R. Jonsson, Chairman 
Betsy Benac, First Vice-Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Reggie Bellamy 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Cheri Coryea, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Jonsson called the work session to order at 9:03 a.m. 
 
AGENDA  
1. BREEZIN’ THU MANATEE APP 

  Lea Harper, GIS Analyst I, Property Management, introduced the Breezin’ Thru Manatee 
application which highlights all the amenities in Manatee County such as parks, beaches, 
libraries, golf courses and other activities/locations.  Ms. Harper demonstrated how the app 
works.  The app uses Mapillary where visitors and residents can view the trails via video.   
 

  Discussion ensued regarding links to other websites, include a link to the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau website, Property Management will keep the app updated, include traffic 
data from the County’s SMART Traffic application, add calendars for parks and preserves, 
information on the application pertains to County data, but partnerships can be added, and 
educate the public. 

 
2. CORTEZ BEACH JITNEY TRAIL 

  Mayor John Chappie, City of Bradenton Beach, introduced the concept of the public 
micro-transit pilot project.  The main concerns on the Island include public safety, flooding, 
and traffic concerns.  Cortez Beach is owned by both Manatee County and the City of 
Bradenton Beach (City).  The City Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) has been working 
diligently to improve the area.  Mayor Chappie introduced several business owners and CRA 
members who have been working on the pilot project. 
 

  Lynn Townsend, LTA Engineering, used a slide presentation to discuss the history of 
Cortez Beach, traffic safety, congestion, flooding, intergovernmental cooperation, future 
projects, water taxies, State funding is available, the Barrier Island Traffic Study, project 
overview and goals, streetlight data, recommendations of multi-modal transportation, 
wayfinding, and partnerships, successful improvements to Island traffic, benefits of the 
micro-transit project, the next steps, County funding unnecessary, there is no need to reduce 
parking, and the project would connect parking for the beaches and Bridge Street. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA
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Discussion ensued regarding only the “white paper,” included in the agenda, was presented to 
the County, is there a parking agreement for patrons and employees on Bridge Street, 
boundaries of the CRA district are from Cortez Road to 5th Street South/Gulf to Bay, the 
right-of-way west of Gulf Drive is owned by the City of Bradenton Beach, and the CRA has 
been renewed for another 20 years. 
 

  Upon question, Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, explained $457,000 has 
been designated to the CRA. 
 
Discussion continued on the amount of parking available for patrons of Bridge Street 
businesses. 
 
Ricinda Perry, City of Bradenton Beach Attorney, clarified the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
prohibits building a parking garage.  The Jitney Trail would run from the end of Coquina 
Beach up to Bridge Street, with a stop at the proposed water taxi, and then back around to 
Coquina Beach. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the jitney could be funded as a public/private partnership 
between the City and the CRA, support only if Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
funds would pay for the project, and FDOT would pay for the engineering for the complete 
streets study. 
 
Ms. Perry clarified that Mayor Chappie does not want concession funds to pay for the 
program, as there are other funds available.  No parking spaces along Cortez Beach will be 
given up for the project.   
 
Ms. Townsend stated Phase 3 would be completely independent, and the City is not 
requesting County funding for the project. 
 

  Discussion continued regarding the lack of details for the project, the Project 
Development and Environmental (PD&E) study is in the five year plan, tram services and water 
taxis can begin operation prior to the study being complete, Cortez Beach parking will be 
reconfigured for safety, safety concerns for bike riders, who has the right-of-way on a multi-
modal path, the City should meet with County staff, north parking lot at the City of Anna 
Maria Pier is for trolley parking, and need to be fair to all Island cities.   
 

 Upon question, Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, responded that there have been no 
project requests submitted by the other Island Cities, but all three Cities (City of Anna Maria, 
Holmes Beach and City of Bradenton Beach) will be included in discussions, and it is 
important to consider both residents and tourists.  
 
Ms. Townsend stated she will work with County staff and FDOT regarding the next steps in 
the process.   
 

   Jake Spooner, City of Bradenton Beach Commissioner, spoke on the growth on Bridge 
Street, and that the project would be an asset. 
 

  Lieutenant John Crosby, City of Bradenton Beach, Police Department, spoke regarding 
visiting patterns of patrons to Cortez Beach, and pedestrian patterns and safety. 
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West Manatee Fire Marshal Rodney Kwiatkowski spoke in favor of the pilot project and 
supports initiatives to alleviate traffic on the Island. 
 

 Sherman Baldwin, Paradise Boat Tours, supports the Jitney Trail project to preserve the 
businesses of Bradenton Beach.  He stated there is a boat designated for the ferry, but 
without the appropriate feeder transportation to the dock, it is difficult to start the project.  
 

  Michael Bazzy, Bradenton Beach Marina, spoke in support of the Jitney Trail project. 
 

  Walter Loos, Segs by the Sea, addressed the importance of connectivity between the 
beach and the business district.  
 

  Ed Chiles, business owner, thanked the Board for working with Island businesses and 
improvements to infrastructure.  He addressed the history of the Jitney Trail project, parking 
issues, and the importance of sustainability and connectivity. 
 

  Ms. Perry explained funding has always been the issue when trying to start this project.  
The project is environmentally friendly and will benefit local residents.  She reiterated the 
project does not require County funding. 
 
Mayor Chappie thanked the Board for listening to the presentation. 
 

  Discussion continued regarding the Trolley not being able to travel down Bridge Street, 
the need for alternate modes of transportation on the Island, parking requirements for beach 
renourishment funding from State and federal sources, and the need for a park-and-ride. 

 
RECESS/RECONVENE:  10:30 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.  All Commissioners were present. 
 
3. LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURES AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL 

  John Barnott, Building and Development Services Director, used a slide presentation to 
discuss the development review process, House Bill 7013 establishing timeframes for 
reviewing development orders and permits, and the pre-application process. 
 

  Robert Wenzel, Planning Section Manager, continued the slides and discussed the 
Completeness Review which is set for 30 days, staff and the applicant have 30 days each to 
complete the review process.  Once the project is through the Completeness process, the 
project can move on to Sufficiency Review.  After comments have been provided to the 
applicant there will be a meeting to review the application.   
 
Fred Goodrich, Zoning Official, continued the slides to highlight the timeline for the 
Sufficiency Review for public hearings.  Project must be approved within 120/180 days.  
House Bill 7103 allows the applicant to request an extension.   
 
Mr. Barnott continued the presentation and explained efficiency increases when more work is 
put into the front end of the process.  Staff and developers created the new process.  The 
procedures will go before the Board for approval on January 9, 2020. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding all departments involved in the application are included in the 
completeness review, case manager will complete the pre-application process, pre-application 
is mandatory for public hearings, accountability, importance of having a complete application, 
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section manager will be notified when there are 10 days left, and both parties would need to 
agree to an extension if the Board requires more information. 
 

  Sarah Schenk, Assistant County Attorney, stated there are no consequences if the 
approval goes beyond 180 days if the Board requires more information.  There are 
procedures for substantial modifications that define the appropriate level of review.  The 
Legislature has not taken away the Board’s ability to approve or deny a project.   
 

  Mr. Barnott stated the process will go live January 13, 2020.   
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, stated the County Attorney’s office abides by the 30 
day timeline as it pertains to the Completeness Review.   
 
Mr. Barnott could not confirm that he has adequate staff to meet the time requirements set 
forth in HB 7013; however, there has never been a delay to the process due to the County 
Attorney’s office.  There will be revisions made to the staff report as well.  
 

  Discussion continued regarding treating all applicants the same, pre-application meeting 
should be mandatory, need a contact person for each application, if the applicant changes a 
project, the process goes back to the beginning, and the applicant must comply with LDC and 
Comprehensive Plan requirements. 

(Depart Commissioners Baugh and Benac) 
 

There being no public comment, Chairman Jonsson closed public comment. 
 
Mr. Barnott announced that the two remaining items will be presented at a later date.   

4. CODE ENFORCEMENT VOLUNTEER SIGN REMOVAL PROGRAM - Continued 
5. BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES/VIDEO INSPECTIONS - Continued 
 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Jonsson adjourned the meeting at 12:01 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   January 14, 2020 
 


