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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
February 18, 2020 

Meeting video link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 

 
Present were: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Reggie Bellamy, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Absent was: 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
 

Also present were: 
Cheri Coryea, County Administrator 
Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
 

Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

AGENDA BC20200218DOC001 

1. PITTSBURGH PIRATES PRESIDENT/TRAVIS WILLIAMS 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, introduced Travis Williams, Pittsburgh Pirates 
President. 
 

  Mr. Williams announced the kick-off of Spring Training will be on Saturday, February 22.
 BC20200218DOC002 

2. PRE-BUDGET FY2021 WORKSESSION 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, reviewed the budget process. 
 

  Jan Brewer, Director of Financial Management, utilized a slide presentation regarding the 
FY 2020 references available on the County’s website www.mymanatee.org and the upcoming 
calendar for the FY2021 Budget presentations. 
 

  Ms. Coryea continued the slides and discussed challenges of the FY2020 Budget, 
including space needs, level of services, fiscal needs, health care, and the chart supplied in 
the agenda package.  Items that were addressed last year are highlighted in gray. 
 

  Commissioner Whitmore questioned Emergency Medical Services (EMS) in Lakewood 
Ranch and noted she neglected to include funding for law enforcement on Anna Maria Island 
and maintenance for the tennis courts in Holmes Beach. 
 

  Commissioner Bellamy requested a master plan for Lincoln Park. 
 
Ms. Coryea stated Lincoln Park will be added to the challenges for Parks and Natural 
Resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA
http://www.mymanatee.org/
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 Commissioner Baugh addressed Lena Road at 44th Avenue East and the permitting to 
cross the Braden River, Verna and Verna Bethany Roads alignment at S.R. 70 ($2.3 million), 
Lorraine Road between S.R. 64 and S.R. 70, the need for an ambulance in Myakka City, and 
funding for Jonsson Preserve. 
 
Chairman Benac questioned transportation issues including funding of $500,000 to purchase 
additional right-of-way, public/private partnerships for roads, provide context for 
sustainability and resiliency for better public understanding, and a new focus on open/green 
space infrastructure with new development. 
 

  Commissioner Servia noted her top priorities including flooding, 63rd Avenue East right-
of-way and the need for more capacity, public safety, Code Enforcement support, 15th Street 
East project with the Florida Department of Transportation, and homeless outreach and 
housing. 
 
Commissioner Trace stated her priorities include extending library hours, missing links in 
sidewalks especially around schools, and transportation issues in North County. 
 

  Ms. Coryea explained extended hours for libraries will be included in challenges for 
FY2021. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding the need for additional EMS in Lakewood Ranch due to 
growth. 
 

   Ms. Coryea stated County departments have submitted their budgets and staff will meet 
with them individually to discuss their needs. 
 

  Discussion continued regarding right-of-way acquisition, friendly acquisition, developers 
should be responsible for the road in front of their projects, need right-of-way for expansion 
of roads, State laws have changed regarding incentives to developers regarding right-of-way, 
impact fees, use prisoners to train dogs for adoption, delete Coquina Beach Phase II and use 
that funding for other stormwater projects, sidewalk projects are included in the 
infrastructure sales tax, and developers can pay into a fund for sidewalks for specific 
projects. 
 

 Ms. Brewer clarified there is no specific sidewalk fund.  There are sidewalks specified in 
the infrastructure sales tax projects, but that funding is maxed out. 
 

  Ms. Coryea stated there is currently no change proposed to the millage rate. 
 

  Chairman Benac addressed limits for spending with the Tourist Development Tax, 
revenue trends, homestead exemptions and portability, funds are needed to maintain new 
infrastructure, and the need for more long-term funding. 
 
Commissioner Servia stressed the need to look at transportation differently, and encourage 
larger employers in the County to offer incentives for alternate transportation including van 
pools, and flexible hours. 
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  Discussion continued regarding public space in the urban core, alternate modes of 
transportation, roads where congestion can be alleviated with design options, see if the 
improvements are working with Coquina Beach Phase I, then make a decision regarding Phase 
II, Island traffic, March 3 transportation work session, efficient transit, flooding issues in 
cities, Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA) van pool program, and 
employer flex time and working from home opportunities. 
 

  Ms. Coryea addressed the Longboat Key beach renourishment, which would cost the 
County $2.9 million, if Longboat Key’s referendum passes.  This funding would come from 
the dedicated penny for beach renourishment. 
 

  Discussion continued regarding the lack of transit service in east County which makes it 
difficult for transit to be convenient, provide an update on the old jail space as well as an 
update on the park-and-ride to Anna Maria Island. 
 
Ms. Coryea stated memos will be provided to the Board regarding many of the items 
discussed. 
 
There being no citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments. BC20200218DOC003 
 

3. 2020 STATE LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, reviewed the 2020 State Legislative Priority list 
including the 44th Avenue Extension, Shelter Hardening, Green Bridge Pier, Beaches and Inlet 
Funding, Moccasin Wallow Road, Oyster and Clam Restoration, Florida Highway Patrol, 
Affordable Housing, Piney Point Reservoirs, Red Tide, 9-1-1 Fees, Community Foster Care, and 
the Regulation of Pet Stores. 
 

  Chairman Benac addressed the Piney Point Reservoirs and stressed the importance to 
address the issue with legislators, and to be open minded with possible solutions to solve the 
issue.  If the deep wells were under the total control of Manatee County and solely for the 
water that is on the stack, and part of the bigger closure picture, some farmers would support 
the deep wells. 
 

  Discussion ensued that the deep well injection is too risky with the contaminants at Piney 
Point, Piney Point is not a Manatee County issue, but a State problem, deep well injection 
could lead to an environmental disaster, deep well injection is already being used in Manatee 
County, and prevents the intrusion of salt water, Piney Point is in the vicinity of Bishop 
Harbor, deep well injection facts, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) is 
responsible for finding and funding a solution, Manatee County needs to be part of the 
discussion with FDEP, and must protect local waters must be protected. 
 
There being no citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments. BC20200218DOC004 
 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the work session at 10:59 a.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:   February 25, 2020 


