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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
EMERGENCY MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
MARCH 24, 2020 

Meeting video link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 
 

Present were: 
Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Reggie Bellamy, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Cheri Coryea, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  Commissioners Baugh, Bellamy, Jonsson, 
Servia, Trace and Whitmore attended the meeting via telephone. 
 
AGENDA BC20200324DOC001 

1. COVID-19/STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

  Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director, explained the County is seeking an extension of the 
Local State of Emergency.  Resolution R-20-045 allows the Chairman, in consultation with the 
Public Safety Director, to extend the period of the Local State of Emergency in increments of 
seven days by memorandum with ratifications in any event by the Board of County 
Commissioners.  He reviewed the number of positive cases of COVID-19 in Manatee County 
and the State, as well as the measures the County is taking to prevent the spread of COVID-
19.  Manatee County Emergency Management holds daily meetings with health officials and 
stake holders and has several workgroups to address specific needs throughout the 
community.  All public boat ramps will be closed on March 26, as well as Beer Can Island 
(Greer Island).  The County is also expected to open a limited drive-thru testing site later this 
week.  Alternate care sites are also being developed.  Mr. Saur encouraged businesses to 
donate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) they are not using for use by health care workers.  
Hoarding remains a problem, and residents are encouraged to think of others when 
shopping.  Now is the time to stay at home. 
 

  Upon question, Mr. Saur explained Jew Fish key is under the jurisdiction of the Town of 
Longboat Key and they will reach out to the Town of Longboat Key, Town Manager regarding 
restricting access to the sand bar.  Commercial Fisherman can use the South Boat Ramp at 
Coquina Beach.  Each city has jurisdiction over the skate parks in their jurisdictions, and the 
skate park downtown is in the City of Bradenton.   
 

  Discussion continued regarding a limited amount of PPE being delivered by the federal 
government, how many of the 15 patients in Manatee County have been treated and released 
from the hospital, up to 85 people have been tested in Manatee County, a shipment of 600 
specimen test kits was just received, and they will be distributed to hospitals and used at the 
drive-thru site, and request to shut down Manatee County. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA
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  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator stated the Florida Department of Health launched the 
COVID-19 dashboard which lists information regarding hospitalizations by county. 
 

  Discussion continued regarding closing County parks due to the amount of people who 
are gathering at the parks and preserves. 
 

  Mr. Saur responded to questions and clarified commercial fisherman can contact the 
Beach Patrol to make arrangements to use a boat ramp in north county, if they need to.   
 

  Ms. Coryea stated Parks and Natural Resources and Property Management will address 
gatherings in the County Parks. 
 

  Discussion continued that some of the testing kits received were shared with Orange 
County, the order is just for the County boat ramps, not private marinas or docks, and what 
are the powers of various individuals during the Local State of Emergency. 
 

  Mr. Saur clarified the Director of Public Safety is in charge, but community leaders and 
the policy group are involved in any action taken.   
 

  Discussion ensued regarding encouraging everyone to abide by State and federal orders, 
and to not congregate, even when outside, people are fishing to feed their families, if boat 
ramps are closed, then parks should be closed as well, and there was a large gathering of 
people at Jew Fish Key and Beer Can Island this weekend. 
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, stated Florida Statute limits the Local State of 
Emergency to seven day increments, and adopting Resolution R-20-045 will allow the 
Chairman to extend the Local State of Emergency in seven day increments by memorandum.   
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Servia, seconded by Commissioner Bellamy, and 
carried 7-0, to adopt Resolution R-20-045 declaring a Local State of Emergency related to the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). BC20200324DOC002 

 
2. BURN BAN/STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

  Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director, explained a burn pile started a 10-acre fire this past 
weekend; therefore, a local burn ban is requested.  Florida is experiencing drought 
conditions.  The burn ban can also be renewed via memorandum.  Residents can still use 
outdoor grills and cookers as long as they are being manned and maintained, and permitted 
agricultural burning is still allowed. 
 

  There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment.  
 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Baugh, seconded by Commissioner Trace, and 
carried 7-0, to adopt Resolution R-20-046, declaring a State of Local Emergency relative to 
draught conditions and banning the use of flares, explosives, sparkers, and outdoor cookers 
or grills and otherwise lawful outdoor burning.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding lower water levels, and Peace River Manasota Regional Water 
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Supply Authority stated there are adequate supplies in the reservoir.  BC20200324DOC003 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS  

  Kevin DiLallo, Manatee Health Care Systems CEO, expressed concern regarding health 
care workers, and the need for supplies and PPE’s.  Patients are coming in and being treated 
as if they are positive until otherwise detected; therefore, masks and gloves are being used 
more than normal.  He feels there will be a surge of patients, but the County needs to be 
prepared. He referenced a town in Italy outside of Milan, and their proactive community 
strategies that allowed them to reduce the rate the virus spread.  Manatee County has a large 
elderly community, and he suggested closing non-essential businesses and parks.  He also 
recommended shutting down public transportation and quarantining older communities.   
 

  Discussion ensued regarding Code Enforcement and law enforcement patrolling parks, 
does Manatee County have a list of essential businesses, executive order from Governor has a 
list of essential businesses, main responsibility is public safety, thinking of the people who 
would hurt the most if the County was shut down, putting enforcement officials in danger 
when they need to approach gatherings, and the number one issue is getting PPEs to health 
care providers.  
 

  Mr. DiLallo, stated the PPEs are in low supply due to the burn rate, and not getting test 
results quickly enough, which is causing health care workers to use the equipment more then 
they normally do.  Surgery Centers are being closed so their protective gear can be given to 
hospitals.  He suggested construction companies and nail salons donate their PPE to health 
care providers.  Shipments of PPEs are routine, but supplies are being used quickly. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding taking a hands-on approach, and are there fines for 
violating orders. 
 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator stated Code Enforcement has been focusing on 
public beaches and they are coordinating with law enforcement.  Now that the beaches are 
closed, those resources can be used at County parks.  The County is following the 
Department of Home Land Security’s definition of essential employers.   
 

  Discussion continued regarding looking into enacting a stay-at-home order, positive 
cases are increasing as more testing is being done, and social distancing is the only way to 
stop the spread of the virus. 
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, reviewed typical examples of essential and non-
essential businesses, which can vary by state.  
 

  Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director, stated staff will review the orders in Broward and Palm 
Beach Counties regarding essential businesses.  
 
 

  Mr. Palmer explained a violation of a Local Order of State of Emergency would be a 
second degree misdemeanor, with a fine up to $500.  He cannot speak to violations of 
executive orders. 
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  Discussion ensued regarding the proposals by Mr. DiLallo did not include closing bridges 
or entire zip codes. 
 

  Mr. DiLallo stated it is known that the mortality rate of COVID-19 is higher in older 
persons.  He is just providing information on areas in the County that have an older 
population.  Upon question, he stated he would need to gather more information regarding 
homemade masks, and if they can be used by health care providers.  
 
Mr. Saur clarified there is no open burning; therefore, fire pits are illegal. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments. 
 

  Ms. Coryea thanked everyone, and noted she is in touch with surrounding Counties and 
they are working together.    
 

  Chairman Benac announced the public hearings advertised for March 24, 2020, will be 
rescheduled and re-advertised to a future date, presently unknown: 

• Adoption of Resolution R-20-024, a Resolution vacating a portion of a plat within the 
Waterbury Grape Fruit Tracts located at 217th Street East, Bradenton; 

• Adoption of Ordinance 20-09 updating the Sewer Use Ordinance to incorporate Dental 
Amalgam Regulations; and 

• Adoption of Ordinance 20-21 finding that Power Design Resources is approved for an 
Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemption. 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 10:09 a.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   April 21, 2020 
 


