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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
VIRTUAL EMERGENCY MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
APRIL 17, 2020 

Meeting video link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 
 

Present were: 
Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Reggie Bellamy, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Cheri Coryea, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
This meeting was conducted via ZOOM Communications Media Technology as allowed under 
Executive Order 20-69 issued by the Office of Governor Ron DeSantis on March 20, 2020.  
Provisions were made for any member of the public desiring to offer public comments to have 
access to the meeting in the Honorable Patricia M. Glass Chambers. 
 

  Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
The Invocation was led by Commissioner Reggie Bellamy. 
 

  John Osborne, Deputy County Administrator, ZOOM Host, explained the process for a 
Zoom meeting and confirmed all participants were in attendance. 

 
AGENDA BC20200417DOC001 

1. COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, discussed procedures for the meeting, which is to 
consider extending the State of Local Emergency due to COVID-19 for another seven days.  
The federal government came out with new guidelines, and State and local agencies will 
review those guidelines to make decisions for Florida.  She noted there are 314 positive cases 
in Manatee County with a positive percent rate of 14 and reviewed the positive percent rate 
for surrounding counties.  
 

  Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director, used a slide presentation to review COVID-19 statistics 
in Florida and Manatee County including cases by zip code, statewide objectives to battle 
COVID-19, data from the second week of the curfew, and traffic volume comparisons.  
Manatee County could be a greater risk for more cases based on data from the Tampa Bay 
area, and the peak in Manatee County has been moved to May 3.  A non-congregate shelter 
can be set up.  Emergency Medical Services (EMS) has over 50 personnel who have had some 
type of exposure.  Staff recommended extending the curfew for another seven days, based on 
the decrease in call volume to EMS.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA
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  Mr. Saur responded to questions and explained that neighboring counties have large 
medical communities that are able to work together to test patients.  The State has run out of 
tests, and the County has been told not to use the tests they currently have, because they are 
defective.  The Florida Department of Health and Manatee County are seeking to purchase 
tests which will be distributed throughout the community.   
 

  Ms. Coryea stated the County is also looking at private test developers who could have 
tests for purchase.  There is a meeting Monday with the Department of Health to establish 
testing sites.  Manatee Rural health has screened a total of 625 patients. 
 

  Upon question Mr. Saur explained testing continued since the last meeting.  The number 
one concern is testing in nursing homes.  The Health Department has issued an involuntary 
quarantine for workers in the effected nursing homes so they do not spread COVID-19.  It is 
unknown how many people in the community are asymptomatic and could be spreading the 
virus.   
 

  Discussion ensued that testing is the key to flatten the curve, State criteria for testing 
should be adjusted, if there are issues with the State, Commissioners need to know, hospitals 
are able to do their own testing, there are not enough specimen collection kits in Manatee 
County to perform testing, community funding is going to be used to purchase tests, use the 
disaster fund to purchase tests, the majority of the positive cases are in nursing homes, this 
is not a new situation that the County is short on tests, the hospitals are purchasing tests, 
and when the test kits first came in, some of the kits had to be sent to State testing sites, the 
Governor is working on getting the rapid tests for the hospitals, ensure the County has 
enough personal protective equipment (PPE), the curfew started two days after the Governor’s 
Executive Order, long term care facilities are closed to the public, so cases must be coming 
from workers, 200 test kits were used at the drive-thru testing site, the State has advised to 
not use N95 masks from China, Manatee Memorial Hospital’s Intensive Care Unit is full and 
patients are waiting for ventilators, currently eight EMS workers are out due to exposure, 
ambulances have not been reduced to date, not convinced the curfew is the reason 911 calls 
and crashes have decreased, how are false positives being dealt with, symptomatic people are 
being tested, and there can also be false negative results. 
 

  Joshua Barnett, Health Care Services Manager, provided a data sheet of COVID-19 
statistics as of April 15.  There has been a stable increase in cases in Manatee County. The 
curve is the number of new cases within a certain amount of time.  The number of new 
COVID-19 cases has remained stable, but there could be a higher number of “carriers” than 
those who are actually tested.  If the projections prove true, Manatee County could experience 
a 33 percent increase in cases by April 20.  Due to a larger elderly population, Manatee 
County is experiencing more deaths per case over each seven-day period compared to Florida 
as a whole.  Nursing facilities account for nearly 25 percent of all cases in Manatee County, 
because those who enter the facility are exposed carriers which impacts the immune systems 
of elderly residents.  Zip Codes with the highest number of cases also have the most nursing 
facilities.  Manatee County has seen a decline in the percentage of new cases, per week, but 
has yet to achieve the benchmark of a sustained percentage of positive cases the does not 
exceed 13 percent for one week.   
 

  Discussion continued that Manatee County is currently at 14.8 percent, the national 
COVID-19 Task Force provides indicators for determining if the curve is flattening, 10 percent 
is a benchmark for testing, to test 10 percent for Manatee County would be over 46,000 
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tests, but only half a percent have been tested in Manatee County, people do not know they 
are carriers and are spreading the virus, 187 new test results came in yesterday with 30 being 
positive, over 100 positives in just two long term care facilities, and of the positive cases how 
many are still sick and how many have recovered. 
 

  Mr. Barnett stated the Florida Department of Health dashboard indicates 64 of the 
positive cases in Manatee County are hospitalized, but it is unknown how many have resolved 
symptoms.  The cumulative number of positive cases listed, does not reduce once the patient 
has no symptoms.  Positive patients get follow up tests.   
 

  Ms. Coryea noted there were eight additional patients hospitalized yesterday.   
 

  Discussion ensued that the Board needs more accurate information, citizens are fearful 
because the of the increase in daily numbers, need better figures for how many are still sick 
with the virus on a daily basis, over 40 people were in the hospital Tuesday, including those 
in emergency, and Commissioners need to share any information they receive with other 
Commissioners.  
 

   Mr. Saur clarified that we still do not know who is asymptomatic, and the virus is easily 
spread.  Residents should follow the Governor’s orders, and maintain social distancing. 
 

   Sheriff Rick Wells relied his office relies on the information from the Policy Group to 
enforce the Governor’s Executive Order.   
 

RECESS/RECONVENE: 2:34 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.  All Commissioners present. 
 
Public Comment 

  Andra Griffin opposed the curfew.   
 

  Kevin Wright opposed the curfew.  
 

  Chris Gilbert expressed concern regarding doctors being in Chambers and violations of 
civil rights.   
 

 Dr. Juliana Dale supported curfew based on statistics and the need to save PPEs.   
 

  Michelle Pinel requested reopening the beaches for exercise. 
 

  Dr. Werther Marciales stressed the importance of following the Governor’s Order and the 
curfew. 
 

  Dr. Jay Daminguez provided current numbers for Manatee Memorial Hospital, and 
supported the curfew  
 
Dr. Jennifer McCullen supported the curfew. 
 

 Dr. Silvio Tanev supported the curfew to reduce the spread of COVID-19 due to the 
difficulty of getting tests.  
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  James Satcher questioned the need for the curfew when there is an Executive Order.    
 

 Ken Piper opposed the curfew and expressed concern with businesses closing. 
 
There being no further public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 
Motion 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Trace to extend the curfew until the meeting on 
Tuesday and revisit at the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bellamy. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding the curfew is temporary, nursing facility patients are not 
being taken to the hospital if they do not meet the criteria, support the curfew for public 
safety, social distancing will reduce the spread, will there be better information on Tuesday, 
should hear from Governor DeSantis and the President on Monday, and have that information 
on Tuesday to make a decision.  
 

 Commissioners expressed their sympathy to the family of former Commissioner Gwen 
Brown who passed away from COVID-19.   
 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, clarified the Governor’s Executive Order expires April 30, 
2020.   
  

  Mr. Saur stated there will not be further data as far as Manatee County is concerned on 
Tuesday, as they are still trying to get into a testing phase.  
 
Motion – Call the Question 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Jonsson, seconded by Commissioner Trace, and 
carried 7-0, to call the question. 
 

  Mr. Palmer read the motion to authorize and direct the Board Chairwoman to extend the 
curfew set forth in Resolution R-20-056 through Tuesday, April 21, 2020.  The motion carried 
4-3, with Chairman Benac and Commissioners Baugh and Jonsson voting nay. 
 

  Discussion ensued that the Sheriff’s Office and Public Safety are doing a tremendous job, 
concern regarding performing further testing which is the only way to flatten the curve, 
ensure seniors are safe, what can Commissioners do to help get tests, and there is no 
intention to open the beaches. 
 

  Ms. Coryea addressed additional testing, partnering with the community to acquire the 
tests, and need to have more mass testing sites.  Access to the tests is the biggest issue, but 
funding should not be an issue. A report will be provided at the meeting on Tuesday.   
 

  Mr. Saur responded that the public can go to MCR to be tested, and there is no data 
regarding the boat ramps, since they have not been open on the weekend.   
 

  Ms. Coryea explained there is a committee working with the homeless.  Hand washing 
stations have been installed at different locations and hygiene stations will be installed in 
proper locations with security.    
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Discussion continued regarding status of the boat ramps, if a person has symptoms, MCR will 
perform testing, some places have charged for testing, and MCR has to gather the patient 
information for testing and they will take scripts form other doctors. BC20200417DOC002 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 4:05 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   May 5, 2020 
  


