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NOVEMBER 8, 2001 
 
 

The Blue Ribbon Transportation Task Force, Manatee County, Florida, met in REGULAR SESSION at 
the Manatee Convention and Civic Center, One Haben Boulevard, Palmetto, Florida, November 8, 2001, at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Present were: 
Van C. Brown   Mickey Penner   Lawrence Bustle 
John Cagnina   David Sessions  Neil Spirtas 
Bob Lombardo   Dale Stephenson  Joy Courtney 
Jane Early 
 

Also present was: 
Kent L. Cudney, Deputy Clerk, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 
AGENDA 

The agenda of November 8, 2001; Workshop 7 notes from the October 10, 2001, meeting; and 
attendance sheet. TA20011108DOC001 

 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Jim Stansbury, facilitator, distributed worksheets for Task Force members to define:  (1) goals and 
objectives; and (2) actions and recommendations for long-range planning, regional cooperation, and 
right-of-way banking.  He reviewed the topic of automobile trip reduction from the previous meeting, 
with a list of goals and series of objectives, in addition to actions and recommendations as formulated 
by the members.  He suggested that interested members continue working on the subject of trip 
reduction while the rest begin working on the new topic of long-range planning, including regional 
cooperation and right-of-way banking. TA20011108DOC002 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Mr. Stansbury addressed a concern of dwindling attendance at the meetings. 
 
Discussion:  Attendance dropped after it was established that County employees and public officials 
were not members of the Task Force; County Attorney stated County employees could not contribute 
to the meetings; discuss this with the County Administrator; some members could not commit 
long-term; County Attorney comments created a squelching atmosphere on participation; natural 
attrition of committees; some members may not have realized the scope of work, i.e., formulating a 
transportation plan; contact members about their absenteeism; etc. 

 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING 

The group discussed recommendations to be incorporated in long-range planning including:  funding; 
road improvements; right-of-way banking; better use of available funds through planning; 
consideration of areas not to be used for roadway expansion; consistent approach to planning and 
implementation among government entities; move more traffic faster and more safely; roadway and 
intersection design; etc. 
 
Mr. Sessions listed goals and objectives to upgrade the County’s future thoroughfare and right-of-way 
plans:  (1) address legislation for easier right-of-way purchase; (2) by 2003, upgrade thoroughfare 
plan to reflect future needs; (3) by 2003, modify right-of-way needs map; (4) identify funding 
sources for transportation needs; (5) investigate incentives to provide setbacks for rights-of-way; 
and, (6) make changes to Comprehensive Plan as it relates to ways to provide variances. 
 
The group provided additional objectives for long-range planning, including:  (1) start earlier in 
long-range planning mode; (2) locate future transportation corridors in order to purchase rights-of-
way ten years in advance of need; (3) identify and implement dedicated funding sources for all goals; 
(4) establish self-sustaining right-of-way trust fund, through sale of lands; (5) increase gas tax by 
five cents for five years and then re-evaluate; (6) identify future transportation and safety factors; 
(7) in order to avoid tearing up roads to make improvements, establish design standards for a typical 
cross-section that would meet future needs; (8) better cooperation between government and private 
sector to understand impacts on current roads and interstate highways; (9) design, install, and 
maintain intelligent transportation systems; and, (10) within six months of Task Force report, call an 
interregional conference and initiate process to resolve issues within 30 days after the conference. 

 
AUTOMOBILE TRIP REDUCTION 

Ms. Penner listed goals to reduce auto trips, including:  (1) not excluding any alternate transportation 
sources; (2) anticipate future use of fuel cells, etc.; (3) anticipate greater urban density in future and 
analyze impact on trips; (4) mandate interneighborhood ties; (5) work with area’s largest employers 
to provide incentives to reduce employee trips through carpooling, flexible work hours, etc; 
(6) County should mandate that transportation decisions be based on regional needs, not local 
preferences; (7) allow home-based businesses with limited client visits; and, (8) provide reduction in 
impact fees for developments where all residents are within one quarter-mile of central retail services. 

 

http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/TaAgendaPkg/TA20011108DOC001.PDF
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/TaAgendaPkg/TA20011108DOC002.PDF
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NEXT TASK FORCE MEETING 
After discussion, the Task Force agreed to meet in December on the regularly scheduled date of 
December 13, 2001. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 8:00 p.m. 

/klc 
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