
DECEMBER 7, 1965 

MAKAT33E COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY 

The Board of County Commissioners of Manatee County, Florida, 

convened as the MANATEE COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in the Court House in 

Bradenton, Florida, Tuesday, December 7th, 1965 at 9:10 A. M. 

Present were Commissioners Dan P. McClure, Chairman 

Ralph S. Clark, Vice Chairman 

Richard P. Briggs 

Nathan J. Taylor 

Robert C. Hutches 

Deputy Clerk Bruce M. Cox 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman McClure, who stated 

that the main purpose of this meeting was to discuss a letter from W. 

Thomas Rice, president of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company, 

sent to the Tampa Port Authority regarding the condemnation suit against 

Atlantic ^Coast-Line property on Hillsborough Bay adjacent to Port Sutton. 

The Railroad had agreed to cooperate by negotiating on appraised price or 

long term lease to the Tampa Port Authority. 

Chairman McClure made report as follows: 

The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad assured the Manatee County Port 

Authority yesterday that the decision to sell part of its Tampa 

land holdings to the Tampa Port Authority would in no way affect 

Coast Line's contract for phosphate loading facilities at Port 

Manatee. 

Phillip J. Lee, Vice President of Coast Line, consulted with the 

Manatee County Port Authority and professional staff at 3 p.m. 

yesterday before driving to Tampa to announce the Coast Line's 

decision. 

Lee re-affirmed Coast Line's intentions to follow through on its 

commitments to operate phosphate loading facilities at Piney 

Point. 

11 'Our commitments," he said, "art by contract and are legally 

binding. We intend to carry out our commitments and to operate 

an elevator at Piney Point." 

The Coast Line property in question lies south of the 22nd St. 

Causeway on the East Bay. The Tampa Port Authority recently 

announced its intentions to take the land by condemnation in 

order to construct a $6.8 million phosphate loading elevator at 

that point. 

"We (Coast Line) had previously studied the feasibility of a 

phosphate elevator at that location," Lee added, "but economics 

caused us to conclude that it was not feasible." 

Among the negative factors. Lee listed operating restrictions 

within the City Limits of Tampa and in passing through Coast 

Line's Uceta Yard, and the danger of complaints from area residents, 

particularly Davis Island residents, arising from the emission of 

dust while loading vessels. 

If the Tampa Port Authority follows through with its announced 

plans to construct a phosphate elevator at the site, it would 

offer a degree of competition for Port Manatee, Lee added, but would 

not alter the contract between Port Manatee and the railroads. 
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The contract between Port Manatee and the railroads provides 

for payment of rental fees which are not linked in any way 

to the tonnages moving across the elevators. 

There followed discussion of the Manatee County Port Authority's 

plans to 

"dredge a forty-foot channel instead of a thirty-six-foot 

channel as originally planned; 

"advertise for bids 

"authorize consulting engineers to draw final First Phase 

"development plans and drawings; 

"exercise option on Harllee property on or before 

May, 1966; 

=adopt resolution in connection with $18,500,000 

bond issue for Port Manatee. 

Upon motion, the meeting was adjourned. 
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