
FEBRUARY 12, 1979 

PORT AUTHORITY 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida 

convened as the MANATEE COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in Emergency Session 

in the Courthouse in Bradenton, Florida, Monday, February 12, 1979 

at 2:17 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners 

Louis E. Driggers, Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic, Vice Chairman 

L. H. Fortson, Jr 

Patricia M. Glass 

Lamar S. Parrish was absent 

Also present were: 

E. N. Fay, Jr, Port Authority Attorney 

J. E. Jaudon, Port Director 

R. Umana, Deputy Clerk, representing R.B. Shore, Clerk 

of Circuit Court. 

Representing the various news media were Betty Kohlman, St 

Petersburg Times; Mark Todd, Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Norma 

Gill, The Bradenton Herald; Jean France, WTRL, and other 

agents who entered during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-chairman McGavic, 

then -turned over to Chairman Driggers who presided during 

the. remainder of the meeting. 

LABOR DISPUTE - UNION-'-PICKETING 

J. E. ,Jaudo-rL» Por_t Director, stated that he requested this 

emergeno-y Jneeting^ to alert the Port Authority to the presence 

of more than fifty picketers at the Port this morning; that 

Sheriff's deputies are at the site due to rock throwing in¬ 

cidents and- other harrassment by the picketers to people 

entering or using the Port. 

He stated that he has personally observed members of the 

Plumbers and Pipe Fitters Union Local #111, Pinellas County, 

as well as members of the Iron Workers Union in the picket 

lines. He said that the Unions' primary dispute is with 

MARSCO, a Tyier, Texas firm employed by Manatee Energy Inc., 

to construct a crude splitter at the Port, however, they 

are not confining their activities to the MARSCO site. He 

urged action be taken immediately to assure freedom of ingress 

and egress at the Port. 

I. C. Anderson, President of Manatee Energy, Inc., was avail¬ 

able to answer any questions. 

Captain Alan Denison, Sheriff's Department, reported on law 

enforcement in connection with the picket lines, and confirmed 

that the picketers are harrassing people other than employees 

of MARSCO. 

The Port Attorney explained that the picketing is secondary in 

nature; that the leases with all the major tenants of the Port 

assures them of peaceful possession, that if any of these ten¬ 

ants have persons or property being threatened, harmed, or are 

suffering loss of revenue, they have immediate right to seek 

relief through either the National Labor Relations Board in 

Tampa, or through the local circuit court. He reported that 

none of the Port tenants have taken any action at this time, but 

some have employed Labor Relations lawyers. He further stated 

that if the Port has a danger to its people or its property, or 

if it has loss of revenue or anticipated loss, of revenues, the 

Port Authority also has the right to institute legal proceedings 

for relief. 
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He recommended that, based on the emergency nature of the 

situation, the Port Director and Port Attorney be authorized 

to take whatever action necessary on a day to day basis to 

resolve the problem, and further be authorized to hire a 

Labor Relations Lawyer on a special one-time basis, if they 

deem necessary. 

Motion was made by Mr Fortson that the Port Attorney and the 

Port Director be authorized to take necessary legal action 

on a day to day basis to protect the interest of the Port. 

Motion was seconded by Mr McGavic. Voting "Aye" were 

Commissioners Fortson, McGavic and Driggers. Mrs Glass 

voted "Nay". Motion carried. 

Mr McGavic stated that the Port should not 

such action brought about by a tenant, and 

Port Attorney be authorized to incorporate 

in all future tenant lease contracts. 

have to tolerate 

recommended the 

a "strike" clause 

Motion was made by Mr Fortson that, if in their judgment it 

is necessary, the Port Director and the Port Attorney be 

authorized to employ a Labor Relations Attorney to file a 

complaint with the National Labor Relations Board for a 

restraining order. Motion was seconded by Mr McGavic. 

Voting "Aye" were Commissioners Fortson, McGavic and Driggers, 

Commissioner Glass voted "Nay". Motion carried. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared 

adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

QO^ £. U^99^ 

Chairman 

'3-dS-7? 

Adj: 3:00 p.m. 


