
SEPTEMBER 4, 1979 

PORT AUTHORITY 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, 

convened as the MANATEE COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in Special Session in 

the Courthouse in Bradenton, Florida, Tuesday, September 4, 1979 at 

9:03 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Louis E. Driggers, Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic, Vice-chairman 

L. H. Fortson, Jr. 

Patricia M. Glass 

Absent was Commissioner: 

Lamar S. Parrish 

Also present were: 

J. E. Jaudon, Port Director 

E. N. Fay, Jr., Port Attorney 

Pete Ramsden, Finance Director, representing R. B. Shore, 

Clerk of Circuit Court. 

Representing the various news media were Betty Kohlman, St. 

Petersburg Times; Mark Todd, Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Jeanne 

France, WTRL; Norma Gill, The Bradenton Herald; and others who 

entered during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Driggers. 

LAND LEASES (PROPOSED) 

The Chairman announced the purpose of the special meeting of the 

Port Authority this morning is to make a decision on the options 

available to the Port Authority on proposed land leases. 

Discussion followed regarding further negotiating, or deferring, 

option agreements with Mobil Chemical Corporation and Manatee 

Terminals; not permitting any particular company priority rights 

to the slips at the Port due to lack of water space; the 

possibility of competitive companies constructing a facility 

which would be available to all, but to no company's specific 

advantage; having Manatee Terminals handle one type of material 

(rock, pebble, etc.) and having another facility built to handle 

liquid or refined materials; and deferring any action until a 

Master Plan is prepared and reviewed by the Port Authority. 

Motion was made by Mr. Fortson to authorize the Port Attorney 

to negotiate a more restrictive option agreement with Mobil 

Chemical Company and to defer action on Manatee Terminals Option 

Agreement* until a later date. Motion died for lack of a second. 

Motion was made by Mr. McGavic to defer action on the Mobil 

Lease Option Agreement at this time. Motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Glass. Voting "Aye" were Commissioners McGavic, Glass and 

Chairman Driggers. Voting "No" was Commissioner Fortson. Motion 

carried. 

PORT STUDY 

Discussion followed regarding financing a study of the Port and 

providing informat'ion; having private industry prepare the study; 

having the Florida Phosphate Council prepare -the information 

needed (quantities of material, potential users of Port Manatee, 

etc.); considering the economic impact and the land use of the 

Port; and having two fiscal plans showing the market potential of 

the Port -- a general plan and a detailed plan involving 

phosphate. 

A very Gould, 9907 Spoonbill Rd., E., commented on the pollution 

caused by the Port and suggested the Port Authority not enter 

into any lease options until a Master Plan is developed and 

reviewed. 
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It was the concensus of the Board that a work session be 

scheduled with the Port Director, as well as members of the 

phosphate industry, to determine the scope of work to be included 

in a study and what direction the Port Authority will take, and 

that the study should be completed within the next six months. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the 

meeting adjourned. 
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