
The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, convened 

as the MANATEE COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in Special Session in the Courthouse, 

Bradenton, Florida, Monday, April 14, 1986, at 2:04 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Maxine M. Hooper, Chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Vice-chairman 

Edward W. Chance 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr. 

Lloyd C. Hagaman, Jr. 

Also present were: 

Claude E. McGavic, Port Director 

E. N. Fay, Jr., Port Authority Attorney 

Peter H. Ramsden, County Finance Director, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

Invocation by Mr. Fay. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hooper. 

PASCHEN CONTRACTORS, INC. 

ThePortDirector,in reporting on the status of the law suit for 

eviction against Paschen Contractors, Inc., advised that if the 

Company does not file a response by 5:00 p.m., the Port Authority may 

take several courses of action which will be reviewed in detail by the 

attorney. 

In summary, he advised that Paschen under the original document had 

the right to negotiate the extension of the original three year lease 

provided certain conditions were met. Those conditions were not met 

and the company has been in possession of the property since February 

without a lease. 

He said Paschen agrees on all terms of the contract under negotiation 

except the requirement by Port for provision of a performance bond in 

the amount of $300,000. The company has proposed instead a 

restoration bond assuring it will clean the property and return it in 

good condition.. Mr. McGavic stated his opinion that a restoration 

bond^ i^ 'no^ sufficient security. 
_\ • " - 

Paschen has nofc provided the Port with a set of as-built drawings in 

accordance with the original agreement. Since about 20 acres has be«n 

developed, he- is concerned about the cost in hiring an engineering 

firm to determine what is buried under the ground and what is the 

capacity o& the site at this point. 

Additionally, if the Company has not secured all the necessary State 

and County permit®, there is concern that the Port Authority, as land 

owner, might be held responsible. As to concern that construction of 

the Skyway Bridge would be delayed if Paschen is evicted, Mr. McGavic 

advised this project is almost complete, and that Paschen is allowing 

another company to use the site. 

Discussion: County permits that Paschen should have obtained. 

E. N. Fay, Port Attorney, advised that the lawsuit filed by the Port 

Authority as Landlord against Paschen on April 9, 1986 was for three 

counts: (1) serve the tenant for eviction (response deadline 5:00 

p.m.) (2) to collect rent (3) to recover all damages caused by breach 

of lease (i.e. violation of environmental protection laws). He said 

that for the last two counts the Company has 20 days from April 9 to 

respond. 

Bill Priesmeyer, Pollution Control Director, stated he was advised by 

the attorney for the Department that failure by Paschen to obtain 

State required industrial waste water discharge permit is their 

violation, and not the County's. The violation of fill waste concrete 

being placed in the ditch may leave his Department no alternative but 

to file a case against the Port Authority. 
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While these are not major violations from an immediate standpoint, 

they may become so from a cumulative standpoint. Pollution Control 

Department, which has worked with the company administratively since 

February 1984, has found them non-cooperative. The Department will 

proceed to file enforcement action against Paschen. 

Upon inquiry why the State was getting involved in this matter 

(newspaper article), Mr. McGavic responded that the president of the 

company. Bill Paschen, called the Secretary of Transportation and 

indicated there was an impasse over the issue of restoration versus 

performance bonds. The Secretary, in turn, contacted Senator Neal to 

serve as mediator. 

Mr. Chance moved to authorize the Chairman to send a letter to the 

State Department of Transportation indicating that only the Chairman 

should represent the County, along with the Port Director, in any 

negotiation regarding the Port Authority or its business. Motion was 

seconded by Mrs. Hooper and carried unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest:., , APPROVED: 

. ^-tf-oyiAJ 

Adj:^/!^'?.^:" 

^/q/^0>!' ^»y 

(Chairman6/5/86 


