
AUGUST 4, 2005 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, convened as the MANATEE COUNTY 
PORT AUTHORITY in SPECIAL SESSION at Port Manatee in the Third Floor Meeting Room of the Port Manatee 
Intermodal Center, 1905 Intermodal Circle, Palmetto, Florida, Thursday, August 4, 2005, at 9:05 a.m. 
 

Present were members: 
Jane W. von Hahmann, Chairman 
Gwendolyn Y. Brown, First Vice-Chairman (entered during meeting) 
Amy Stein, Second Vice-Chairman 
Donna G. Hayes, Third Vice-Chairman 
Ron Getman 
Patricia M. Glass  
Joe McClash 

 
Also present were: 

David McDonald, Port Director 
E. N. Fay, Jr., Port Authority Attorney 
Dan Wolfson, Finance Deputy Director, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 

Invocation by Mrs. Von Hahmann 
 

AGENDA 
The agenda of August 4, 2005. PA20050804DOC001 

 
LEASE OPTION AGREEMENT – UNITED STATES ENVIROFUELS, LLC 

David McDonald, Port Director, displayed an aerial of the Port area.  He requested execution of the 
Port Manatee Lease Option Agreement with United Sates EnviroFuels (USEF), LLC, which was 
continued from June 21, 2005, due to community concerns of odors and water usage.  He reviewed 
the Agreement, and noted an amendment to Item B, on Page 10, deleting language that is covered in 
Exhibit C of the Lease Option Agreement.  The last sentence of Item B remains the same.   

(Enter Ms. Brown during presentation) 
 
Reviewing a slide presentation, and speaking on behalf of USEF, were: 

Mike McKinley, USEF CEO; Bradley Krohn, USEF President; Paul Hauck, USEF Engineer; 
Michael Burton, Environment Affairs Consultants; and Todd Potas, Natural Resource Group, 
Inc. 

 
Issues discussed:  Ethanol is a clean burning fuel; plant would be an economic enhancement and 
employ up to 40 people; by-products can be used in the beverage industry and cattle feeds; certain 
studies used outdated information; odor and the non-toxicity of ethanol; government subsidies; 
ethanol does not increase Nitrogen, but photochemical reactions with Nitrogen create smog and 
ozone; greenhouse gas emissions are reduced with the use of ethanol in gasoline; water use plan; 
USEF would work with the County in constructing wells and give back reclaimed water not used; 
emission and odor control; state of the art facility that would be built at Port Manatee; etc.    
 
Larry Beebe, Clarence Troxell, Joyce Reitmann, Clint Miller, Gregory Porges, 
James Proshek, and Ron Lamberty spoke in favor of the Lease Option and Ethanol Plant.  
Greg Sommer, Dick Hunt, Mary Sheppard, William Wheeler, and John Ryan spoke in favor of 
ethanol, but wanted information from unbiased sources.  They gave recommendations for changes to 
the Lease Option.  Marilyn Stasica, Glenn Compton, Nanette Eubanks, and Victor Coveduck 
expressed concerns regarding odor, well water usage, and checks and balances. 

(Mrs. Glass absent for a portion of the discussion.) 
 

Discussion:  Independent expertise; water proposal and number of gallons; etc. 
 
Ernie Padgett, County Administrator, stated that conversations between County staff and USEF have 
been conceptual.  The exact number of gallons of water used had not been given.  Dan Gray, Utility 
Operations Director, stated that talks regarding water use had also been conceptual up to this point.   
 
Discussion:  Is this a positive and sound strategy; what effect will an Ethanol plant have on the 
County’s reclaimed water use; odor; information on the graphs; Nitrogen issue; water permit for 1.2 
million gallons per day; more studies are needed relating to the Tampa Bay area; etc. 
 
Steve Minnis, Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), noted the water plan is a 
valid concept.  Transferring rights to another entity (relocation) must pass three standard tests by 
SWFWMD.   
 
Discussion:  No wells on Port Authority property; all questions must be answered before this is turned 
into a lease; models of the effects of ethanol production for Manatee County’s climate; etc. 
 
E. N. Fay, Jr., Port Authority Attorney, advised that the request is to give USEF the right to obtain the 
necessary permits.  The Lease Option Agreement is for a two-year period, which gives the Authority 
time to add and define terms in the Lease. 

 
Motion was made by Mrs. Stein, to authorize execution of the Port Manatee Lease Option Agreement 
with United States EnviroFuels, LLC.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Hayes, and carried 5 to 2, 
with Mrs. Glass and Mr. McClash voting nay.  PA20050804DOC002 
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http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/PAAgendaPkg/PA20050804doc001.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/PAAgendaPkg/PA20050804doc002.pdf


 AUGUST 4, 2005 (Continued) 
 

PA  MB  3/526 

Recess/Reconvene.  All members present except Ms. Brown, Mr. McClash, and Mrs. Stein. 
  
PINEY POINT PHOSPHATES  

Mr. MacDonald addressed the issues of limiting liability, and dredging-related issues regarding the 
possibility of using a portion of the renovated dikes at the Piney Point Phosphate site (east of the 
Port, across U.S. 41) for storage of dredge material (authorized 5/19/05).  He stated that limiting 
the liability of the County was discussed at a meeting with all parties, including the attorney for the 
Trustee for the bankruptcy estate of Piney Point.  The Trustee has offered the County Commission 
a 120-day, no obligation look at the benefits and liabilities associated with the site.    
 

(Enter Ms. Brown, Mr. McClash, and Mrs. Stein during discussion) 
Discussion:  The County should be exempt from environmental liabilities; two plumes of pollution 
from the site; gypsum stacks which held acidic wastewater removed under the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP); proper lining of the gypsum stacks; property lying on a geological 
fault; should not spend funds during the 120-day period, if no indemnification; water resources; 
Port Authority should not act on this, the County Commission will hear it this afternoon; reservoir; 
private purchase of property and allowing the County certain benefits; cost per year to maintain 
the site; language from the DEP that would allow for reducing County liability; having to purchase 
a portion of the property at a later date for a proposed cross-state road; County Attorney will 
address the Board of County Commissioners later in the day; etc. 

(Depart Mrs. Glass) 
 
Bill Clague, Assistant County Attorney, stated if the County purchases the property, it would be 
responsible for maintaining the property and the gypsum stacks.  He advised that if the DEP wants 
the County to purchase the property, the state should take on some of the liability. There are 
issues with the Trustee and the letter.  This issue should be addressed later at the County 
Commission meeting. 
 
Discussion:   Removing County liability would take an act of the Legislature; amount of money the 
State has spent on emptying water from the stacks; no act by the legislature in the next 120 days; 
no new liners will be added; etc. 
 
Motion was made by Mrs. Stein to withhold support to the Board of County Commissioners in 
approving a Letter of Intent for the acquisition by the County of the Piney Point Phosphates, Inc. 
site as set forth in the solicitation for a Letter or Intent set forth in a letter dated July 29, 2005, to 
the County Administrator and the County Attorney from the attorney for said Trustee in 
Bankruptcy.  Mrs. Hayes seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion:  Port Authority should take no action; background information and the motion are not 
consistent; the County needs property like this, but without all the environmental problems and 
liability; will not be an easy property to sell on the open market considering the environmental 
concerns; definition of a Letter of Intent; amount of money being spent on hiring experts when the 
results are already known; etc. 
 
After discussion, the motion failed 2 to 4, with Ms. Brown, Mr. Getman, Mr. McClash, and 
Mrs. von Hahmann voting nay. PA20050804DOC003 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 12:16 p.m. 

/vt 
 

Minutes Approved:  September 15, 2005 
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