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DECEMBER 18, 2008 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, convened as the MANATEE COUNTY 
PORT AUTHORITY in REGULAR SESSION at Port Manatee in the Third Floor Meeting Room of the Port Manatee 
Intermodal Center, 1905 Intermodal Circle, Palmetto, Florida, at 9:05 a.m. 
 

Present were members: 
Joe McClash, Chairman 
Ron Getman, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Gwendolyn Y. Brown 
Larry Bustle 
John Chappie 
Donna G. Hayes  

 
Also present were: 

David McDonald, Port Director 
E. N. Fay, Jr., Port Authority Attorney 
Dan Wolfson, Finance Director, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 

Invocation by Anchor House Chaplain Bob Ritsema. 
 

AGENDA 
The agenda of December 18, 2008. PC20081218DOC001

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion was made by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Getman, and carried 7 to 0, to approve the Consent 
Agenda incorporating the language as stated in the recommended motions on the cover sheets for the 
Consent Agenda items (as may have been amended).  Items APPROVED: PC20081218DOC002

 
WARRANT LIST 

Approve:  November 14, 2008, through December 11, 2008 PC20081218DOC003

MINUTES 
October 16, 2008, and November 20, 2008. PC20081218DOC004

COMMERCIAL PAPER LOAN 
Accept into the record the transcript for the Florida Local Government Finance Commission 
Pooled Commercial Paper Notes, Series B (AMT Issue) for Manatee County Port Authority Draw 
B-3-2, December 2, 2008, $10,000,000. PC20081218DOC005

TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 
Authorization for David L. McDonald, PPM, Executive Director, to travel to and from locations 
within Central and Latin America during the remainder of the fiscal year in connection with the 
development of waterborne commerce through Port Manatee. PC20081218DOC006

 
PORT AUTHORITY ATTORNEY SELECTION 

David McDonald, Port Director, introduced the four firms submitting proposals.   
 
Presentations were made by: 

Lewis, Longman, and Walker, P.A. - H. Hamilton “Chip” Rice, Steve Lewis, and 
David Ramba 

Hamrick, Perrey, Quinlan, P.A. - Phil Perrey 
Gerald T. Buhr, P.A. – Gerald T. Buhr, and John Wilcox of Saxon Gilmore 
Ricinda H. Perry, P.A. – Ricinda H. Perry 
 

Items discussed with the presenters: conflicts of interest, maritime law, and environmental issues.  
 

The Port Authority ranked Lewis, Longman, and Walker, P.A., as the number one firm. 
 
Motion was made by Ms. Brown and seconded by Mrs. Hayes to negotiate a contract with Lewis, 
Longman, and Walker, P.A.  Following a brief discussion regarding procedure, the motion carried 
7 to 0. PC20081218DOC007

 
CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH E. N. FAY, JR. 

Following discussion of increasing the compensation rate, motion was made by Mr. Getman, seconded 
by Ms. Whitmore, and carried 7 to 0, to execute the Consulting Services Agreement with 
E. N. Fay, Jr., $125 per hour. PC20081218DOC008

 
PORT MANATEE MASTER PLAN 

Mr. McDonald explained the final plan should be presented by the first of the year (2009).   
 

Joan Sanchez-Schnettler, J. D. Sanchez Consulting, advised that new Chapters 4, 5, and 6 
(reflecting the five- and ten-year program) have been included in the agenda package.  She utilized a 
slide presentation to review the Chapter 163 Port Manatee Master Plan, for transmittal to the Manatee 
County Planning Department for inclusion as an amendment to the Coastal Management Element of 
the County Comprehensive Plan.   
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Ms. Sanchez-Schnettler stated the five-year plan includes south port development; Berth 12 dredging; 
bulkhead rehabilitation; reconstruction of Berths 6 to 11; general cargo expansion including additional 
cold storage and the possibility of another crane; and road and rail improvements.  The estimated 
cost to implement the five-year plan is $116.5 million, the majority of which would be spent in the 
first year for dredging.  The estimated cost of the next four years is $20 million per year.  The five-
year plan consists of three immediate strategic initiatives:  a proactive mitigation program; regional 
collaboration for the future deepening of Tampa Bay; and support for the Port Encouragement Zone.   
 
Ms. Sanchez-Schnettler noted the ten-year plan includes the north port expansion and dredging 
Berths 3 and 4 to 42 feet.  The estimated cost to implement the ten-year plan is $178.5 million.   
 
Discussion:  Transportation findings; interior circulation; future Port entrance; regional access; 
seagrasses impacted by dredging; meet with Tampa Bay Estuary Program and Department of 
Environmental Protection staffs before sending plan to Department of Community Affairs; establish an 
Ecosystem team; goals of the Master Plan include economic development, transportation efficiencies, 
environmental stewardship and sustainability, safety and security, inter-government coordination, and 
financial stability; include Audubon Society; next step is transmittal to the Planning Department in 
January, and bring the final document to the Port Authority; inclusion of adjacent property owners by 
name/parcel number, to benefit from Port Master Plan; DRI exemptions; same privileges as Port, as 
long as property being used for port related purposes; etc. 

(Depart Ms. Brown during discussion) 
 
Motion was made by Mr. McClash, seconded by Mr. Chappie, and carried 6 to 0, to approve the Port 
Manatee Chapter 163 Master Plan 2009, for transmittal to the Planning Department for inclusion as an 
amendment to the Coastal Management Element of the County Comprehensive Plan.  
 PA20081218DOC009

I-75 CONNECTOR 
Mark Callahan, CH2M Hill, utilized a slide presentation to review the project limits of the I-75 
Connector Road, which will provide enhanced connection between Port Manatee and I-75.  The 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared, which will allow for federal funding and 
interchange approval.  Several workshops have been held, including a public meeting on 
December 11, 2008.  Staff met with the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) as well as several 
State agencies to identify ways to expedite the project.  The project is currently in the corridor 
development phase, resulting in a required document which must be reviewed by FHA attorneys.  
There are four existing corridors:  Valroy; Buckeye Road; Moccasin Wallow Road; and I-275.  A 
potential new corridor along the County line moving south along Curiosity Creek and into the Port has 
been identified.   
 
Upon question, Mr. Callahan noted the County can accept lands for the connector; such acquisitions 
must be acknowledged as part of the study.  With a new corridor and interchange, it would be prudent 
for Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to consider a coast-to-coast expressway.  In relation 
to land from developers, FDOT has been open with the FHA regarding the possibility of new corridors.   
 
Carol Clarke, Planning Director, explained the Port Connector Road (along the Hillsborough County 
line) has been part of the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan in the Thoroughfare Plan.  The study 
discussed today is expanded beyond the Comprehensive Plan.   
 

(Enter Ms. Brown) 
Discussion:  Three years to complete EIS; encourage development; national policy to reject 
public/private partnerships; must complete an EIS to be eligible for Federal funding; FHA must take 
action on new interchanges; etc. 
 
Mary Sheppard complimented the Port Authority’s success with mitigation and environmental 
protection, and stressed the importance of improving air quality and reducing pollution.    

(Depart Ms. Whitmore) PA20081218DOC010

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Motion was made by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Getman, and carried 6 to 0, to approve, ratify, and 
confirm the election of officers to the Port Authority during the Board of County Commissioners 
meeting of December 16, 2008, effective 12:01 a.m., January 1, 2009, to serve for the calendar year 
2009, or until their successors are duly elected:  

Ron Getman, Chairman 
Donna Hayes, First Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Second Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Third Vice-Chairman PA20081218DOC011

(Enter Ms. Whitmore) 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

Mr. McDonald introduced Hank Hoffman, President of SeaBridge Freight, who will begin a short sea 
shipping operation between Port Manatee and Brownsville, Texas.  The Jones Act stipulates cargo can 
not be moved from one United States port to another United States port on foreign flag ships.  
SeaBridge Freight has established an operation from Brownsville to bring tile, flooring, and other 
materials out of Mexico to Port Manatee.  There will be two-way cargo.   
 
Mr. Hoffman thanked the Port Authority, and expressed appreciation to the Director and staff. 
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Discussion:  Increase in orange juice shipments; the “marine highway” trip will take just over four 
days, by pulled barge; focus on containerized cargo; poles being transported from Port Manatee are 
for a wind energy project; etc. 
 
Mr. McDonald noted the addition of SeaBridge to Port Manatee will add over 400 direct and indirect 
jobs to the area.  Based on success and demand a second barge may be added, increasing the 
frequency to every five days.  

 
Mr. McDonald presented Mary Edmunson with a plaque/bell in honor of her years of service to the 
Port Authority as Mr. Fay’s assistant. 
 
Mr. McDonald presented E. N. Fay, Jr., with a plaque/bell in honor of his years of service as the Port 
Authority attorney.   
 
Mr. McDonald and Mr. Getman presented Mr. McClash with a plaque/bell in honor of his two years as 
Chairman of the Port Authority. PA20081218DOC012

 
PORT DOLPHIN 

Mr. McDonald acknowledged he will assist the Town of Longboat Key to clarify communication issues 
with Port Dolphin. 
 
Discussion:  Port Dolphin will make a presentation at the Coalition of Island Officials meeting 
January 7, 2009; no financial agreements have been made with Port Dolphin; economic revenue 
information listed in presentation is not reflective of the Director’s negotiations with Port Dolphin; 
support all local jurisdictions and ensure they have all information; Port Director was not aware of 
briefing with County Commissioners; etc.  PA20081218DOC012

 
PORT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

In response to an inquiry, Mr. McDonald noted the financial statements were included with the 
agenda.  The debit service coverage is 1.29 and 1.3 is required.  New business is coming to the Port 
which should off-set lost revenue from certain industries such as construction.  A significant return is 
anticipated for mid-year.  Commercial paper is running at four percent interest.  Options are being 
considered to lower the commercial paper rates as there are no penalties for an early pay-off. 
 
Mr. McClash stated the operating income was $369,000 for October and November 2008.  Changes of 
net assets increased over $376,000. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Chappie, seconded by Mrs. Hayes, and carried 7 to 0, to include the financial 
statements as part of the regular agenda with some presentation.   PA20081218DOC013

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 11:45 a.m. 

/vt 
 

Minutes Approved:  February 19, 2009 
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