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SEPTEMBER 6, 2011
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, convened as the MANATEE 
COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in REGULAR SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue 
West, Bradenton, Florida, at 11:03 a.m. 
 

Present were members: 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr., Chairman 
John Chappie, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, Third Vice-Chairman 
Michael Gallen 
Donna G. Hayes 
Joe McClash 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 
Susan G. Romine, Board Records Director, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 
(NOTE:  There was no agenda or backup documentation for this meeting.) 
 
GREEN EXPRESS 

Mr. Bustle noted prior discussion regarding the Green Express (a rail link to export fresh foods 
to the eastern American States), and reported the Authority will receive a full report at the Port 
Meeting on September 15, 2011.  The TIGER III Grant may be strengthened by connecting with 
the Green Express proposal. 
 
Discussion:  Add grant discussion to next agenda; TIGER III Grant parameters; direction was to 
bring back grant options; no Green Express financial figures; financial commitment; etc. 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH 
Mr. Bustle proposed asking Alliance Resource Consulting LLC, the company conducting the Port 
Director search, to evaluate a late application submitted by Raul Alfonso, a potential candidate.  
Mr. Alfonso sent an email and résumé to Mr. Bustle that was forwarded to Authority members.  
He requested an opinion by Port Authority Attorney, H. Hamilton Rice, as to the legality of 
considering a late application.  The Authority has the ability to discount all other applications 
with no cause and begin a new application process.  Adding Mr. Alfonso to the list to be verified 
by Alliance should not trigger legal issues.  
 
Discussion:  Sunshine Law issues; Mr. Alfonso has strong qualifications; should be included on 
the Alliance list; need Port Attorney opinion; cutoff date should be upheld; may have lawsuits 
from other applicants; cost from Alliance to include new applicant; do not want to pass up best 
possible applicant; next Port meeting will be to review final candidates; can be contingent upon 
attorney approval; etc. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. McClash and seconded by Mr. Chappie, to allow this individual 
(Raul Alfonso) to be screened by Alliance and laws subject to the Port Attorneys indicating that 
there are no issues, legally, and also that there is no additional cost to the Port Authority. 
 
Discussion:  Still need legal opinion; etc. 
 
Mr. McClash clarified that the motion does not go forward to add the candidate to the list unless 
the Port Attorney determines there are no legal issues, and subject to no additional charges by 
Alliance.   
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Mrs. Hayes requested amending the motion to include asking the Port Attorney for a written 
recommendation.  She asked that each Port Authority member receive a written opinion. 
 
Mr. McClash accepted the friendly amendment to have the Port Attorney include any 
recommendations in writing.  Mr. Chappie agreed to the amendment. 
 
Discussion:  Candidate should not trump those already on the A list; add to B list; should not 
omit this candidate; may be best person; we set rules; cost concerns; etc. 
 
After discussion, the motion carried 7 to 0. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 11:15 a.m. 

/mr 
 

Minutes Approved:  October 20, 2011 
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