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NOVEMBER 21, 2011
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, convened as the MANATEE 
COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY in SPECIAL SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue 
West, Bradenton, Florida, at 10:34 a.m. 
 

Present were members: 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr., Chairman 
John Chappie, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, Third Vice-Chairman 
Michael Gallen 
Donna G. Hayes 
Joe McClash 

 
Also present was: 

Susan G. Romine, Board Records Director 
representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 
(Note:  The meeting was opened by a vote taken in the Board of County Commissioners meeting 
of this date.  See those minutes for that action).   
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
Jim Minix, Chief Deputy County Attorney, noted that the Port Authority legal counsel was not 
present, and the County Attorney has no authority to advise the Port Authority. 
 
Mr. McClash moved to request Mr. Buqueras to accept a change to his employment contract to 
reflect the five percent limit on deferred compensation as previously agreed to by his text to 
Commissioner Bustle.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Gallen. 
 
Discussion:  Mr. Bustle was authorized to handle negotiations; contract was executed on 
November 17, 2011; Mr. Bustle did not negotiate deferred compensation; is this a 
reconsideration of previous action; there are new facts to consider; new County Attorney will be 
hired soon, and this could affect the contract; motion is non-binding; language tightens the 
contract; contact with Mr. Buqueras by anyone other than Mr. Bustle was improper; looking out 
for taxpayers interest; Mr. McClash had three concerns with the contract; unfair to Mr. Buqueras 
to change the contract less than a week after approval; etc. 

(Ms. Whitmore absent for a portion of discussion) 
 

Mr. Chappie raised a point of order that this is an improper motion because it is a 
reconsideration.  Mr. Bustle ruled that the motion was out of order.  Mr. McClash challenged the 
ruling and called the question.  Mrs. DiSabatino seconded calling the question.   
 
Mr. Chappie raised a point of order that the Chair must rule on the challenge before calling the 
question.  Mr. Bustle asked for a vote to sustain the Chair’s ruling.  The ruling was sustained 
4 to 3, with Mrs. DiSabatino, Mr. Gallen, and Mr. McClash voting against the ruling.  Mr. Bustle 
indicated that the subject would be on the agenda at the next Port Authority meeting.   
 
Mr. McClash moved to request that the Port Attorney review the motion to determine if it is a 
reconsideration.  There being no second, the motion died.  
 
Discussion:  Focus should be on the contract; contract should have been modified at the 
previous Port Authority meeting; etc. 
 
Mr. Gallen indicated that he intended to second Mr. McClash’s motion.  The Chair accepted the 
second; therefore, the motion (for the Port Attorney to review the motion) was on the floor.   
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Discussion:  The subject of reconsideration has been determined by the Authority; etc. 
 
Mr. Minix suggested that the motion appears to be proper.  A modification of a contract could 
be approved by both parties.   
 
Discussion:  Additional attorney fees; etc. 
 
The motion failed 3 to 4, with Mr. Chappie, Mrs. Hayes, Ms. Whitmore, and Mr. Bustle voting 
nay.   
 
Motion was made not to renegotiate the contract with Mr. Buqueras, and leave it as is.  The 
motion was seconded by Mrs. Hayes.   
 
Motion to amend the motion was made by Mr. McClash to with the exception of the five percent 
deferred compensation and request his concurrence with that.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Gallen.  The motion to amend failed 3 to 4 with Mr. Chappie, Mrs. Hayes, Ms. Whitmore, and 
Mr. Bustle voting nay. 
 
The motion carried 4 to 3 with Mrs. DiSabatino, Mr. Gallen, and Mr. McClash voting nay.   
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MEETING ADJOURNED 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 11:31 a.m. 

/sgr 
 

Minutes Approved:  December 15, 2011 
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