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RESOLUTION 99-109 

SUPPORTING STRONGER MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION STANDARDS 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MANATEE COUNTY/ FLORIDA, 

SUPPORTING THE ADOPTION OF MORE STRINGENT 

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION STANDARDS; 

RECOMMENDING A SHORTER COMPLIANCE DEADLINE 

FOR THE MORE POLLUTING MOTOR VEHICLES/¬ 

OPPOSING REGULATORY EXEMPTION FOR THE MOST 

POLLUTING VEHICLES; AND SUPPORTING STRICT 

LIMITS ON SULFUR CONTENT IN MOTOR VEHICLE 

FUELS. 

WHEREAS, air pollution is creating a public health crisis 

not only in southwest Florida but across the nation; and 

WHEREAS, recent studies have shown that as many as 117 

million people may now live in places where summertime smog 

levels make the air unsafe to breathe; and 

WHEREAS, in the United States last year, there were over 

5,200 violations of federal health standards for smog pollution, 

which sends tens of thousands of Americans to emergency rooms 

each year; and 

WHEREAS, last summer in southwest Florida, an area including 

Manatee County, there were a number of days where ozone levels 

were high enough to pose a hazard to human health; and 

WHEREAS, the ever-increasing number of motor vehicles 

traveling our roadways is a major cause of elevated levels of 

nitrogen oxide (NOx) pollution, which is a precursor to the 

formation of ground-level ozone; and 

WHEREAS, light trucks and.sport utility vehicles (SUVs) now 

make up over half of the new vehicles sold in the United States, 

and current national air quality regulations allow light trucks, 

SUVs, and mini-vans to emit as much as three times more smog- 

f,orming NOx than is typically emitted by cars; and 

WHEREAS, in February 1999, the EPA proposed new standards 

for fighting air pollution from motor vehicles, calling for 

significant reductions in allowable NOx emissions and a limit on 

the percentage of sulfur that would be allowed in gasoline; and 
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WHEREAS, under EPA's proposed rules the average car would 

emit 98% less pollution than the same car emits today, and over 

two million tons of smog-forming nitrogen oxide pollution would 

be eliminated after rule implementation; and 

WHEREAS, although the rules, if adopted, would affect most 

motor vehicles between the years 2001-2007, the larger and 

dirtier SUVs would be given an extra two years to comply with the 

more stringent standards, and 

WHEREAS, the largest, and most-polluting SUVs would be 

totally exempt from the more stringent standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Manatee County, Florida that: 

1. The Manatee County Commission supports Vice President Al 

Gore, EPA Administrator Carol Browner and the Congress in 

all efforts to ensure that tougher national standards for 

motor vehicle emissions are adopted. 

2. The proposed compliance deadline for the larger and dirtier 

SUVs should coincide with the compliance schedule for all 

other vehicles, that is, between 2001 and 2007, rather than 

giving the dirtiest vehicles until 2009 to comply with the 

more stringent emission limits. 

3. The proposed rule should be amended to remove the outright 

exemption for the most polluting types of motor vehicles, 

such as the largest and dirtiest SUVs. 

4. Strict nationwide limits on sulfur content in motor vehicle 

fuels should be adopted to protect all the nation's 

citizens, not just the residents of Manatee County. 

ADOPTED IN OPEN SESSION, WITH A QUORUM PRESENT AND VOTING, 

on this 18th day of May, 1999. 

BOARD OP COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY: C^H-*^*^ 

Chairman 

-^^b^^'''"; 

ATTEST: R.B^^Otea, III 
^y ^ •'s - 

Cl.^rKjof: the ..Circuit Court 
, ,, - ... -. - - y^y" ^,-.,.. -, , -.. „——. 
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MANATEE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

^d^%^ ^xc^mce" 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

June 3, 1999 

Carol M. Browner, Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

401 'M' Street, Southwest 

Washington, DC 20460-0003 

Dear Secretary Browner: 

Manatee County is located in one of the fastest growing regions of the State of Florida, and 

indeed the United States. Although the County has a history of smart growth and 

progressive leadership, we have recently been seeing the effects of our steadily increasing 

population and the influx of tourists and seasonal residents on our air quality. We are well 

aware that increases in population and motor vehicle usage will inevitably lead to increases in 

ground-level ozone. The County has never been designated as "nonattainment" for ozone, 

and we intend to protect our attainment status. 

We understand that your Agency has recently proposed new standards for fighting air 

pollution from motor vehicles, calling for significant reductions in allowable NOx emissions 

and a limit on the percentage of sulfur that would be allowed in gasoline. We applaud this 

effort. On May 18, 1999, the Manatee County Commission adopted, by unanimous vote, 

Resolution 99-109 (attached hereto) supporting more stringent motor vehicle emission and 

fuel standards. 

We look forward to a productive partnership with EPA in improving our air quality as we 

enter the next century. 

Director 

KCF/ 

attachment 
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RESOLUTION 99-109 

SUPPORTING STRONGER MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION STANDARDS 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

SUPPORTING THE ADOPTION OF MORE STRINGENT 

NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION STANDARDS; 

RECOMMENDING A SHORTER COMPLIANCE DEADLINE 

FOR THE MORE POLLUTING MOTOR VEHICLES; 

OPPOSING REGULATORY EXEMPTION FOR THE MOST 

POLLUTING VEHICLES; AND SUPPORTING STRICT 

LIMITS ON SULFUR CONTENT IN MOTOR VEHICLE 

FUELS. 

WHEREAS, air pollution is creating a public health crisis 

not only in southwest Florida but across the nation; and 

WHEREAS, recent studies have shown that as many as 117 

million people may now live in places where summertime smog 

levels make the air unsafe to breathe; and 

WHEREAS, in the United States last year, there were over 

5,200 violations of federal health standards for smog pollution, 

which sends tens of thousands of Americans to emergency rooms 

each year; and 

WHEREAS, last summer in southwest Florida, an area including 

Manatee County, there were a number of days where ozone levels 

were high enough to pose a hazard to human health; and 

WHEREAS, the ever-increasing number of motor vehicles 

traveling our roadways is a major cause of elevated levels of 

nitrogen oxide (NOx) pollution, which is a precursor to the 

formation of ground-level ozone; and 

WHEREAS, light trucks and,sport utility vehicles (SUVs) now 

make up over half of the new vehicles sold in the United States, 

and current national air quality regulations allow light trucks, 

SUVs, and mini-vans to emit as much,as three times more smog- 

forming NOx than is typically emitted by cars; and 

WHEREAS, in February 1999, the EPA proposed new standards 

for fighting air pollution from motor vehicles, calling for 

significant reductions in allowable NOx emissions and a limit on 

the percentage of sulfur that would be allowed in gasoline; and 
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WHEREAS, under EPA's proposed rules the average car would 

emit 98% less pollution than the same car emits today, and over 

two million tons of smog-forming nitrogen oxide pollution would 

be eliminated after rule implementation; and 

WHEREAS, although the rules, if adopted, would affect most 

motor vehicles between the years 2001-2007, the larger and 

dirtier SUVs would be given an extra two years to comply with the 

more stringent standards, and 

WHEREAS, the largest, and most-polluting SUVs would be 

totally exempt from the more stringent standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Manatee County, Florida that: 

1. The Manatee County Commission supports Vice President Al 

Gore, EPA Administrator Carol Browner and the Congress.in 

all efforts to ensure that tougher national standards for 

motor vehicle emissions are adopted. 

2. The proposed compliance deadline for the larger and dirtier 

SUVs should coincide with the compliance schedule for all 

other vehicles, that is, between 2001 and 2007, rather than 

giving the dirtiest vehicles until 2009 to comply with the 

more stringent emission limits. 

3. The proposed rule should be amended to remove the outright 

exemption for the most polluting types of motor vehicles, 

such as the largest and dirtiest SUVs. 

4. Strict nationwide limits on sulfur content in motor vehicle 

fuels should be adopted to protect all the nation's 

citizens, not just the residents of Manatee County. 

ADOPTED IN OPEN SESSION, WITH A QUORUM PRESENT AND VOTING, 

on this 18th day of May, 1999. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Chairman 

ATTEST: R.^J'-'S'HpRE, III 

Cl'erk of the Circuit Court 
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