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RESOLUTION R-99-215 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

OF MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE 

SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, UNDER THE 

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROGRAM FOR THE REMOVAL OF 

NUISANCE EXOTIC PLANTS AT DUETTE REGIONAL PARK 

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

has announced the availability of funding to eligible local 

governments to control upland invasive exotic plant species on 

publicly owned lands; and 

WHEREAS, there is evidence that Cogan grass, a non-native 

exotic has been identified in various areas throughout Duette 

Regional Park and the Manatee County Parks and Recreation 

Department is taking appropriate steps to eradicate this exotic 

plant to preserve the natural environment; and 

WHEREAS, the Management Plan for the Duette Regional Park, 

adopted by the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners which 

states that exotic species should be eradicated, when possible. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Manatee County, Florida, that: 

1. The submission of a grant application to the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection under the Eco- 

System Restoration to remove nuisance exotic plants is 

hereby authorized. 

2. The Chairman, or in his absence, the Vice-Chairman, are 

authorized to execute all appropriate documents with 

regards to submission of this application. 

ADOPTED with a quorum present and voting this 24th day of August, 

1999. 

ATTEST: 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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MANATEE COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

August 12, 1999 

Mr. Edward H. Freeman 

Environmental Specialist II 

Natural Resources Department 

Sarasota County Government 

Post Office Box 8 

Sarasota, Florida 34232 

Dear Mr. Freeman: 

Manatee County Parks and Recreation Department staff was pleased to be invited to the Suncoast 

Exotic Plants Working Group meeting and to have the opportunity to solicit grant money from 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). 

Attached please find Manatee County's proposal, pending Board of County Commissioner Approval, 

for the FDEP Program to support the removal of exotic nuisance plants on publicly owned lands. 

As we are currently advancing our invasive weed management program for Duette Regional Park, 

additional funding would help defray the costs and greatly enhance efforts of this on-going program. 

If you have any questions or if further information is needed, please contact Danny Smith, Resident 

Park Manager, at (941)776-2295. 

Daniel P. Hopkins ' 

Director 

DPH/DS/bt 

cc: Cindy Turner, Program Manager, Parks and Recreation Department 

Greg Fagan, Parks Planner, Park and Recreation Department 

Danny Smith, Resident Park Manager, Park and Recreation Department 

Charlie Hunsicker. Administrator ECO Systems, Planning Department 

G.T. BRAY RECREATIONAL COMPLEX 

5502 33rd Avenue Drive West • Bradenton, Florida 34209 

(941) 742-5923 • FAX (941) 742-5972 



Ecosystem Restoration at Duette Regional Park 

Manatee County, Florida 

Project Coordinator: Danny Smith 

Park Manager 

Parks and Recreation Department 

Conservation Lands Mgmt. Division 

2649 Rawls Rd. 

Duette, Florida 33839 

Project Location: 

Duette Regional Park is located in northeastern Manatee County primarily between State Roads 

62 and 64. Access roads include State Roads 62, 64, 37, Duette Road, Keentown Road, Carlton 

Road, Bear Bay Road, and Logue Road. This project is further described as follows: Sections 2, 

3,10-15, 22-27, and 35, Township 34S, Range 21E; Sections 17-21, 30 and 31, Township 33S, 

Range 22E; and Sections 4-10,15-21, and 30, Township 34S, Range 22E in the northeastern part 

of Manatee County. The property is approximately 23,000 acres in size and is located in the 

eastern part of the Lake Manatee Watershed. The property is almost 27 miles from the Gulf of 

Mexico and 22 miles from the City ofBradenton ( See map attachment A ). Access is available 

through the network of roads and trails which are utilized readily by park visitors and staff. 

When off road access is needed care shall be taken not to damage native plant species or scar the 

ground in any way. ATV type vehicles, while prohibited for recreational use within Duette Park, 

are ideal for working the area. 

Project Description: 

The objective of this proposal is the removal of exotic plants through an invasive weed control 

program and restoration to native ecosystems. The predominate invasive species on the Duette 

Park property is Cpgan Grass (Imperata Cylindrica ). Native vegetation appropriate to the 

infested site will be re-introduced, through planting if needed, upon eradication of the exotic 

weeds. The Park will be divided into quadrants for control once outlying populations have been 

eradicated. Since most of the infestation occurs in dense pine plantations these areas will be 

addressed last. It will be more effective to harvest the pine overstory prior to attempting 

eradication efforts in these areas. The project will allow native communities to recover and 

hopefully increase the survival rates of the following 
~ 

species of special concern~ that have 

been identified in the park: 

- Florida Scrub Jay 

- Bun-owing Owl 

- Snowy Egret 

- Gopher Tortoise 

- Eastern Indigo Snake 
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Contributing Partners: 

Manatee County's Parks and Recreation Department, Planning Department (Ecosystems 

Administration ), Public Works Department, and Environmental Management Department will 

work in concert with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Florida 

Division of Forestry. The Parks and Recreation Department will provide supervision, some field 

removal of exotics and follow -up maintenance. The Parks and Recreation Department has 

staffed Duette Park with three full time Park Rangers and one Park Manager. Park staff is 

already working towards cogan grass eradication as part of normal duties. 

Details of Site Location: 

Duette Park is composed of approximately 23,000 acres of watershed property owned by 

Manatee County. The property is managed by the Manatee County Parks and Recreation 

Department in cooperation with Manatee County Public Works and the State of Florida Division 

of Forestry. Land uses such as cattle production, citrus, and truck farming have been abandoned; 

silviculture (trees planted at high density to later be thinned to more natural populations, not for 

continuous production ), passive recreation, wildlife management hunts, and well field operation 

are current land uses. We have estimated that cogan grass has invaded approximately 2000 acres 

of Duette Park land. The majority of the cogan grass can be found in the areas where pine trees 

were planted. These areas were used to grow vegetable crops prior to aquistion of the property 

by Manatee County. We speculate that due to the presence of disturbed soil and a low seed bank 

that the cogan grass easily invaded these areas. The balance of the cogan grass is being found 

throughout the 23,000 acres. We firmly believe that the feral hog population is a major 

contributor to the spread of this noxious weed. They make an ideal vehicle for transporting the 

seed and through their foraging techniques they create an ideal seed bed. These outlying 

populations are where immediate control is essential in order contain the population. While the 

ultimate goal is eradication, currently staff realizes that containment of the outlying populations 

is necessary. 

There are fourteen (14) major plant communities found in Duette Regional Park which are 

described as follows: 

Roughly 21% of the landscape is dry prairie community. Dry prairie plant communities are 

found throughout the property and are described as "large native grass and shrublands occurring 

on very flat terrain interspersed with scattered cypress domes and strands, bayheads, isolated 

freshwater marshes, and hardwood hammocks." They also include improved pasture, timbered 

pine flatwoods, and flatwoods having low pine density. 

Pinelands occupy less than 5% of the property. They include existing areas occurring naturally 

as well as planted areas. 

Approximately 19% of the Duette tract is interpreted as grassland. These areas include former 

agricultural fields and improved pasture and were most likely formerly pine flatwoods 

community. Grasslands appear to occur predominately in the southern portions ofT34S, R22E, 

and T33S, R22E. Grasslands are described as "upland communities where the common 

vegetative cover is very low growing grasses and forbs." 



Shrub and brushland communities occupy 14% of the area and are scattered throughout the 

Duette property. This plant association occurs on uplands and is composed of various shrubs, 

trees, and lesser amounts of grasses. Such areas have been recently disturbed and are 

experiencing successional processes. 

Xeric oak scrub occurs on 10% of the property. This community occurs mainly in T34S, R21E 

and R22E. These areas consist of patches of low growing oaks, shrubs and few saw palmetto 

with patches of exposed soil ( fine sand), and indicate a dry, up-land community occurring on 

areas of deep infertile sands. 

The sand pine scrub upland communities comprise less than 5% of the area. 

Relatively small areas of sandhill communities are found scattered over less than 55% of the 

property. They are described as rolling terrain on deep, well drained sands. The overstory is 

usually of turkey oak and low shrubs. 

Hardwood swamp (bottomland forest) plant communities occur on 8% of the property along 

forks of the Manatee River and its associated creeks. Hardwood swamps are wooded wetlands 

populated mainly by hardwood tree species. 

Hardwood hammocks and forests are found on 8%ofthe area. This is an upland hardwood 

community occurring on more fertile sands. 

Barren land occupies an estimated 7% of the property. Barren land is defined as roads, firelanes, 

public areas and the like. 

The freshwater marsh and wet prairie communities are composed of a wide assortment of 

herbaceous plant species, freshwater marshes occur in depressions, along lake and river 

shorelines, and are scattered in hardwood and cypress communities. 

Mixed hardwood - pine forests occur in the far eastern portion ofT34S,R22E with smaller 

patches in other areas. These communities cover less then 5% of the area and contain a mixture 

of pines, oaks, and other hardwood species. 

Cypress swamps occupy less then 1% of Duette Park land. Cypress tend to occur on regularly 

inundated wetlands along rivers, creeks, and lakes; or in domes and strands. They are made up 

of bald or pond cypress with some understory of black gum, red maple, and sweet bay. 

Although cogan grass is the dominate exotic species, other invasive species may include tropical 

soda apple (Solomon Khasianum) and carrotwood ( Cupania anacardioides). These exotic 

plants occurring at Duette Regional Park are degrading the natural communities and potential 

habitat of species of special concern highlighted earlier. Through the introduction, completion 

of, and long-term maintenance of the program, a representation of natural communities and 

habitat for native wildlife will be maintained for future generations to experience. 



Exotic Removal Plan: 

Manatee County Parks and Recreation personnel has begun and will continue eradication efforts. 

This effort is being accomplished through herbicide and mechanical control efforts. Current 

eradication methods are based on recommendations from University of Florida research. To 

date areas sprayed with a single application of a 2% - 4% solution ofglyphosate have 

demonstrated this rate and procedure to be successful. In sensitive areas where cogan grass is 

growing with native plants a conscience effort is being made to meticulously apply the herbicide 

so that native plant species are not impacted. There has also been successful regrowth of 

surrounding vegetation in the treated areas. There appears to be a healthy seed bank in most 

locations where the invasive grass has taken up residence. Staff is also currently evaluating 

efficacy of mowing areas prior to spraying. The only benefit realized thus far has been to make 

the actual herbicide application easier due to reduction of plant height. Upon removal staff is 

and will continue to monitor sites for regrowth. Spot treatments are usually needed in order to 

quickly kill any regrowth occurring in the treated areas. Thus far the need for mechanical tillage 

(disc or roto-tiller) has been minimal. However, the method of tillage after the treated area has 

been impacted by the herbicide application will be evaluated and used as needed. We would 

like to accomplish eradication with as little soil disturbance as possible. Manatee County Parks 

and Recreation staff is committed to the long term care needed to ensure success. A natural 

areas inventory is currently being completed for Manatee County by Conservation Consultants, 

Inc. This will include separate mapping of the cogan grass areas. This will be an important tool 

in the eradication endeavor. If awarded grant monies Manatee county would like to pursue 

utilizing a contractor to begin eradication efforts. Ideally, work would first begin on the largest 

outlying populations. Upon completion of all outlying populations the move would be made to 

the plantation areas. If need be , Manatee County will seek earlier than scheduled harvest of 

pine in some of the locations in order to eliminate cogan grass. It would prove to be beneficial 

to contract the eradication work if possible. If a contract is awarded, the contractor should 

anticipate more than 1 application to a targeted area. The contractor shall provide necessary 

tools, labor and herbicide. The only herbicide to be utilized on Duette Park is Round-Up or 

Rodeo (aquatic applications). The contractor must be licenced for herbicide application. The 

contractor shall also meet regulations set forth by Manatee County in order to be awarded the 

contract. Manatee County Parks and Recreation staff is prepared to accomplish the work if a 

suitable contractor is not available. Inmate labor from both the State Department of Corrections 

and the Manatee County Sheriffs Department are available to Manatee County Parks and 

Recreation. 

Project Budget: 

Manatee County Parks and Recreation Department will incur approximately $35,000 annually in 

administrative, field, and maintenance cost, in overseeing and completing the project. The re¬ 

planting effort will be based on field observation, surrounding plant species, and the natural 

areas inventory. Manatee County has a management plan for the property which supports the 

use of current and accepted methods for the control of exotic plant species. Manatee County 

Parks and Recreation Department also receives support from The Myakka River District of the 

Division of Forestry. There exists between Manatee County Government and the Division of 

Forestry an annual agreement providing for assistance in management of the park which includes 

$2,000 annually for the purchase of chemical for exotic plant removal. The Division of Forestry 



also provides staff when needed. Manatee County is requesting $100,000 from F.D.E.P. for 

cogan grass eradication efforts in the 1999 - 2000 budget year. This funding would be spent 

entirely at Duette Park for cogan grass removal and replanting of native species where needed. 

Project Time Frame and Action Schedule: 

As stated previously, work has already begun on the eradication of the exotic species. 

Eradication efforts as well as maintenance and follow up treatments on treated areas will 

continue as needed. If awarded grant funding Manatee County would like to begin treatment as 

soon as possible, however we would want to ensure that seeding and re-planting is well planned 

prior to herbicide and tillage (where needed) applications. Manatee County has resources 

available on staff or access to a consultant who could assist with this planning. The outlying 

populations are planned to be eliminated ( follow-up will continue) by January of 2001. Once 

this task is completed, work will start on the populations beneath the pine plantations. The need 

to be vigilant for new populations will always remain and Manatee County staff will be 

dedicated to eliminating any new outbreaks and maintenance of treated areas. Duette Park has 

within its borders a diverse collection of ecosystems, many of which have had little or no impact 

by humans. Manatee County staff is committed to eliminating the spread of cogan grass and any 

other invasive pest. With the help of grant funding from F.D.E.P., Duette Park can move 

towards the eradication goal rather than the containment mode we are in currently. 

Additional Information: 

Duette Park provides the opportunity for the public to hunt from September through February. 

Hunt opportunities exist only on the weekends, so no eradication work can be scheduled on 

weekends during the periods set aside for hunting. Duette Park patrons are very concerned about 

the cogan grass this project would present an excellent opportunity to educate the public on the 

dangers of exotic plant species. Manatee County would also anticipate this project providing 

much information to public and private land owners on successfully eradicating cogan grass. 

Attachments: 

a. Site map 

b. Criteria questions/remarks 

c. Aerial maps 



Duette Park LWCF Site Plan & Recreational Trails 
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SUNCOAST EXOTIC PLANT WORKING GROUP CRITERIA 

1. Are there currently matching funds available? Budget? 

Yes, Manatee County Parks and Recreation provides approximately $35,000 annually in 

administrative and field costs. The Conservation Lands Management Division, which 

manages Duette Park does have an annual budget. 

2. Is there a management plan for the site? And /or has their been a demonstrated cooitment by 

the management agency on this or other sites to control exotics to facilitate natural resource 

restoration? 

Yes, Duette Park does have a management plan and the division which manages this park as 

well as two other conservation parks has done and is currently removing exotic species at all 

three locations in order to facilitate natural resource restoration. 

3. Is there an existing/ongoing invasive exotic plant control program? 

Yes, staff is dedicated to the removal of exotic plants from conservation lands. 

4. Is the exotic plant control program capable of long-term maintenance and follow-up? 

Yes, there is a dedicated staff the this commitment 

5. Is completion /control of the target species close at hand? 

No, currently completion of eradication is not close at hand. However, control of outlying 

populations is. 

6. Are other inexpensive sources of labor available to be used at the site? 

Yes, the Manatee County Parks and Recreation Department has the opportunity to utilize 

labor from the Manatee County Sheriffs Department and the State Department of 

Corrections. 

7. Are there qualified staffer contractors available to oversee the project? 

Yes, Duette Park has a park manager on site to oversee daily operations. 

8. Does the soil contain a high ratio of native to exotics? 

Yes, from field observation one can see that the native species are present 



SUNCOAST EXOTIC PLANT WORKING GROUP CRITERIA 

9. Is there connectivity with other conservation lands? 

No 

10. Are there any partnerships involved in this project? 

Yes, Manatee County agencies, FDEP, and the Division of Forestry. 

11. Is there an education or public awareness component to this project? 

Yes, This park is heavily utilized and patrons are concerned about cogan grass. The 

opportunity also exists to educate local landowners on cogan grass problems. 

12. Will this project benefit listed species? 

Yes, several listed species exist within the boundaries ofDuette Park. The habitat for them 

and all species of plants and animals is being threatened. 

13. Will this project improve rare habitats and/or increase species diversity. 

Yes, we can benefit scrub and flatwoods habitat as well as increase-species diversity. We 

would be eliminating the cogan grass monoculture in most areas. 

14. Other possible benefits? 

Ensure diverse ecosystem and habitat protection for future use, halt the spread of yet 

another exotic plant, and promote awareness to this problem. 



THE UPLAND INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT PROGRAM 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of State Lands 

Bureau of Invasive Plant Management 

Program Summary 

A new program has been established within the Department of Environmental Protection to address the need fora 

statewide coordinated approach to the upland invasive exotic plant problem. To date, various local, state, and 

federal agencies in Florida have addressed the upland exotic plant problem with management plans, research and 

education programs. This program, being developed by the Bureau of Invasive Plant management, incorporates 

ecosystem management concepts involving "Place-Based Management", bringing together regionally diverse 

interests to develop flexible, innovative strategies to address local concerns. 

- w 

Background 

Florida is particularly prone to exotic plant invasions because of its subtropical climate, its island-like landmass, 

and the pressures of a rapidly expanding human population. Another contributing factor to major problems with 

invasive exotic plants on Florida public lands is the lack of public awareness about the invasiveness of some plants 

introduced to the Florida environment 

Invasive exotic plant species in Florida's public lands outcompete and replace vital native species, critically 

altering environmental conditions, leaving behind a biologically impoverished landscape. It is estimated that more 

than 1.5 million acres of Florida's remaining natural areas are infested with invasive exotic plant species that are 

rapidly destroying biological diversity. 

Laws to adequately protect against the introduction and dissemination of many of the upland invasive exotic plants 

do not presently exist, nor have funds been appropriated to bring present infestations under maintenance control. 

The department was mandated to establish a program to control invasive exotics on public lands in 1993, and in 

response to that mandate, the Bureau published the report. Assessment of Invasive Non-Indigenous Species in 

Florida's Public Lands in 1994, that documents the severity of the problems caused by invasive exotic plant 

species and provides detailed information on trends in exotic plant coverage. 

The Department has the expertise in the Bureau of Invasive Plant Management, and the technology is available, to 

bring invasive exotic upland plant species under maintenance control if given adequate funding to do so. 

"Maintenance control" is defined in s.369.22, F.S., as a method for the control of exotic plants in which control 

techniques are utilized in a coordinated manner on a continuous basis in order to maintain the plant population at 

the lowest feasible level. 

The management of invasive exotic upland plant species on public lands has been integrated into the Department's 

Bureau of Invasive Plant Management that already deals with wide-spread invasive exotic aquatic plants and where 

the infrastructure and knowledgeable staff already exists. Under s. 369.251, F.S., the bureau presently has 

responsibility for the invasive upland exotics Melaleuca, Brazilian pepper. Mimosa pigra, and Australian pine. 
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Program Objectives 

Objective #1: 

Eradication of new populations of upland invasive exotic species on Florida's public conservation 

lands. 

This emphasizes the need to address small, isolated populations of invasive exotic plants while they are still of a 

size that eradication is possible, thereby reducing the overall long-term cost of management. 

Objective #2: 

Containment of large existing populations through the control of outlier populations. 

i' • - 

While these sites can serve as refugia for biocontrol agents, populations that threaten invasion of surrounding 

public conservation lands will be targeted for initial control operations during this phase. 

Objective #3: 

Provide funding for maintenance control of plant populations identified in Objectives 1 & 2. 

With a sustained source of funding for of upland invasive exotic species, it is the goal to provide for operational 

funding for long-term management 

FY 1997-98 Pilot Project Accomplishments 

As a result of the review of the published the report. Assessment of Invasive Non-Indigenous Species in Florida's 

Public Lands in 1995, the Florida legislature, recognizing the seriousness of the upland invasive exotic plant 

problem, allocated $1 million dollars to DEP to conduct a pilot project to assess the abilities ofDEP and current 

methodolgies to control invasive exotic plants. 

A total of $999,999.68 legislatively allocated dollars, coupled with $290,652.00 in cost share support dollars, was 

expended to control 7000 acres of invasive exotic plants on 127 public conservation areas throughout the state. 

FY 1998-99 Project Accomplishments 

The Florida Legislature appropriated an additional $1 million for control of invasive exotic plants; utilizing the 

resources available through the eleven regional working groups and over $680,000 in local cost share/in-ldnd 

services, 34 projects were funded. This resulted in the anticipated control of over 12,000 acres of weeds. With the 

exception of $.56, all appropriated dollars were utilized for control operations. 

Additional information can be obtained by contacting the Bureau of Invasive Plant Management at (850) 487- 

2600. 
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MANATEE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

August 24, 1999 

Ms. Anne Peery 

Executive Director 

Florida Communities Trust 

2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100 

Dear Ms. Peery, 

RE: FCT Project Name: 1912 Cortez Schoolhouse and Nature Preserve 

(Cortez Preserve) 

FCT Project Number: #98-009-P8A 

FCT Recipient Name: Manatee County 

Enclosed please find eight copies of the Cortez Preserve Project Plan. All documentation 

concerning the acquisition of the two parcels from the Estate of Robert Sailors, as of August 24, 

1999 is included. 

The Manatee County Board of County Commissioners has reviewed this proposed Cortez 

Preserve Project Plan and finds the project consistent with the Manatee County Comprehensive 

Plan. 

All of the Conditions imposed as part of the Conceptual Approval Agreement have been 

addressed in the Management Plan and will be completed within the established timelines. 

To the best of my knowledge, there are no existing or pending violations of any local, state, 

regional and federal laws and regulations on the Project Site. 

OA^^^0- Box 1000' Bradenton, Florida 34206 • Fax (941)745-3790 • Ph. (941)745-3700 



Page Two 

Letter to Ms. Anne Peery, dated August 24,1999 

The acquisition activities associated with the Cortez Preserve have been conducted consistent 

with Rule 9K-6.004(3)(d)(l) F.A.C. 

Sincerely, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

STAN STEPHENS 

Chairman 

mm 
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AMOUNT OF AWARD BEING REQUESTED FROM 

THE FLORIDA COMMUNITIES TRUST 

This page in not included due to the Florida Communities Trust Confidentiality 

Agreement (approved by the Board of County Commissioners on December 1, 

1998 and August 17,1999). This page will be provided when the Board of 

County Commissioners approves the execution of the Option Agreement for the 

purchase of this property. 



TOTAL PROJECT COSTS 

FCT PROJECT NUMBER: 98-009-P8A 

This page in not included due to the Florida Communities Trust Confidentiality 

Agreement (approved by the Board of County Commissioners on December 1, 

1998 and August 17, 1999). This page will be provided when the Board of 

County Commissioners approves the execution of the Option Agreement for the 

purchase of this property. 



OPTION AGREEMENT 

The Option Agreement is not included because as of the date of Board Action for 

approval of the Project Plan (August 24,1999), the Estate of Robert Sailors has 

not executed the Option Agreement. This document will be provided when the 

Board of County Commissioners approves the execution of the Option Agreement 

for the purchase of this property. 



MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Due to the volume of material contained in the Management Plan for the Cortez 

Preserve not all supporting materials have been included in each individual 

agenda binder. A complete copy of the Management Plan may be reviewed in 

Board Records. 



PROJECT MAP 

Due to the size of the Project Map for the Cortez Preserve not all supporting 

materials have been included in each individual agenda binder. A complete copy 

of the Project Map may be reviewed in Board Records. 

r' 
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.•<9000058 9810361 \j APi^RjL SVC^ SCHEnL ^ Jl0u03920153100UaU39.;U iUUUO 

""'A^iburj'r^^ 

l/S»50U»iJk 

vnssib 
VEND NO. CK DATE 

DETACH BEFORE CASHING CHECK 

0^/19/99 

Manatee County 
Board o( County Commissioners 

Jti35u9 
CHECK NUMBER 

For inquires call (941) 749-1800 

5»5UO«0( 

TAX EXEMPT I.D. 51-02-027548-53I 

This check is protected by an artificial watermark on the back, invisible fibers detectable under UV light, and chemically reactive pape 

Manatee County 

Board of County Commissioners 

P.O. Box 1000 

Bradenton, Fl 34206-1000 

DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT 

APPROVED IN OPEN SESSION 

631 NotionsBonk 

363509 

VOID AFTER 90 DAYS 

AMOUNT 

»»»»ii!»^^QQ,Qj 

PAY FIVE Thousand FIVc Hundred Oollur., dnd ZEKG Cents 

y PAYTO V^^HARO M BASS ASSOCIATES INC 

THE 1953 8TH STREET 

ORDER OF SARASOTA» FL 3^236 ^ PA ID ^2 2 1399 

INWW^™""""" 

CHAIRMAN-BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS / 

ATTEST: R.B. SHORE 
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 
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HANATE3 COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

Mail Invoice To; 

Clerk of «ha Circuic Court 

MANATEE COUNTY fINANCE 

P. 0. Box 1000 

Bradenton, FL 34206-1000 

Work Asaignment ft 

Term Agreement: ft 

Date; 

Requested by: 

H9000058 

T8000056 

01/13/99 

Charlie Huneiokar 

VENDOR 

V135515 (941) 954-7553 

RICHARD W BASS ASSOCIATES INC 

1953 8TH STREET 

SARASOTA, FL 34236 

DESCRIPTION 

Appraisal Servicee: WA f2t RFPP ^99-1573-HP 

(Louise Shewe 6Roberfc Sailora PropertieB) 

Invoice ^9810361 

310-6039201-531000/6039201- 5,500.00 

DOLLAR AMOUNT 

\^U^ 

<-^L ^^W^ ^ 

^SL ^l/o}ce 
^/^^ 

^^L^^W^ 

i^f ^ —- \ 

p A \ D ^ 2:1999 

Request ^i MA000180 

Reference ^c RFP 98-3859-DM 

r 
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WORK ASSIGNMENT TOTAL 5,500.00 „ 

:NT£RtO 
^ } 8 m 
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RICHARD W. BASS ASSOCIATES, 1NC 

PLANNERS • ECONOMISTS • APPRAISERS 

December 10, 1998 Invoice submitted to: 

Mr. Jim Staples, Manager 

Manatee County Government 

Land Acquisitions Division 

4412 66th Street West, 

Bradenton PL 34210 

Invoice #9810361 

File #98-212 REPP #99-1573-MP 

Appraisal Services for Acquisition 

of Louise Schewe and Robert Sailor 

Properties. 

For professional services rendered 

Flat Fee for Appraisal Services. 

Balance due 

Amount 

$5,500.00 

$5,500.00 

Payment due upon recipt -- Payment not received in full within 40 

days shall accrue interest at the rate of 1% per month. 

^//^^V&^, 
^}/IU 

1^.'^1- L/m^^ 

^^^•w/^ 

I7 *^A^.— 

^aQdU^^^' 

' 
W/i'e u^i'/l v ^ 

^ We. CajU^i^ i^^ 

PAID FEB 2 :1999 

A^^' 
'^^ ^ 

^ 

/^^^AA-^A^t ^\, 

/Z//7/?^ 

U^r — 
^ 

yz( ^c^d 
uw "^ 

M'p^L -Y^/^T 
(^c i' WT^ 

1953 Eighth Street • Sorosoto. Florkdo 34236 • (94-1) 954-7553 • Fox: (941) 952-9440 • fc. red estate brotef 
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RICHARD W. BASS ASSOCIATES, 1NC 

PLANNERS • ECONOMISTS • APPRAISERS 

December 10, 1998 Invoice submitted to: 

Mr. Jim Staples, Manager 

Manatee County Government 

Land Acquisitions Division 

4412 66th Street West, 

Bradenton PL 34210 

1953 Eighth Street • Sorosoto, Florido 34236 • (94-1) 954-7553 • Fox: (941) 952-9440 • 6c reol estate broker 
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RICHARD W. BASS ASSOCIATES, INC. 

PLANNERS • ECONOMISTS • APPRAISERS 

TO: 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Mr. Jim Staples 

Manatee County Government 

Land Acquisition Division 

4412 66th Street West 

Bradenton, Florida 34210 

Date: December 10, 1998 

Job No: 98-212A&B 

Re: Request for Price Proposal RFPP ^99-1573-MP Appraisal Services 

for Acquisition of Louise Shewe and Robert Sailors Properties 

We are sending you la attached o under separate cover via 

n Originals n Drafts a Copies o 

the following items: 

Remarks: 

Attached is a copy of the appraisal reports for the above identified report. Three 

original report for each property was also transmitted to Charles Hunsicker, 

Ecosystem Administrator at the Manatee County Planning, Permitting & 

Development Department. Also enclosed is the invoice for the project. 

Should you have question or need additional information, please call my office. 

These are transmitted as checked below 

Q for approval a for your use 

n for review and comment D_______ 

p A 1 D FEB 2 2 ^92 

la as requested 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard W. Bass, MAI/AICP/EAC 

State-Certified General Appraiser No. 0000348 

^ECUm 

1953 Eighth Street • Sarasota, Florida 34236 • [8131954-7553 • licensed real estate broker 



MANATEE COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT 

"TOSERVE WITH EXCELLENCE" 
ss^^iiSEBSsa^iaffimiBmssaBB 

FArSTMTT.1!- 

January 13,1999 

Richard W. Bass Associates, Inc. 

1953 8th Street 

Sarasota, FL 34236 

Dear Mr. Bass: 

Reference; Contract #98-3859-DM/Appraisal Services 

Term Agreement #18000056 

To request payment from the County for work performed on this agreement or work assignment, the IFAS 

number assigned exclusively to this agreement or work assignment must be stated on your invoice. 

IFAS« 

W9000058 

Work Assignment # 

#2 Louise Shewe & Robert Sailors Properties 

RFPP99-1573-MP 

No purchase order form shall be issued for two party agreements or work assignments. 

Future agreements will contain instructions regarding the use of such numbers in the body of the agreement, 

as well as communicating the exclusive IFAS number for the agreement 

If additional information is required, please call me at (941) 749-3058. 

L^V',' ; 

Sinc^ o ^-) 

P A I D F£3 2 2 1399 

Marge Perenich, Buyer 

FMD/Purchasmg 

cc: Department 

<kUUEUMA«aE?\WrDOCftAfXAIBALMFAUTk 

wwstaBBis wssss^f^sesasswsss 

Di.^^eh^, . •I 1 •I •? M-»x»<»f 6.1^,,^ U/->.-» C;^l,»k 0-^,, U.,,^^^^ CT •M'X">6 . IC^ 1\ 1AQ A C.A1 C..t •ilM <1 - T-« \J lr\n 1^ -7/ir, o^^< 
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Mail Invoice To: 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

MANATEE COUNTY FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

P.O. BOX 1000 I 

BRADENTON, FL 34206-1000 

SEND SEPARATE INVOICES FOR EACH SHIPMENT 

PAGE: 

ORDER DATE: 

DATE REQUIRED: 

"-aqe 1 ;.; 

04/29/'?0 

06/03/99 

ERMS: 

SHIP VIA: 

F.O.B.: 

CONRRMED TO: 

BSSTUAY 

DE3T-.^AT;OM 

VENDOR 

V0013^3 (941) 637-5890 

ACCREDITED APPRIASERS INC 

1601 14 ilARIOM AVE 3TE 203 

PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 

SHIP TO 

3009? 

F'lMAt^CIAL MAMAeE-.S1-1' DEPARTnEl-.r 

3UITE 93'3 ^DM.ilNISTRAT:';^ CS^""^ 

1112 MANATEE AVENUE MESi" 

3RADENTQN, FL 34205 

Requested by; 

•EM 

01 

QUANTITY 

9,750 

U/M 

TC 

DESCRIPTION 

Appraisal: Acquisition of Louise Shewe & 

Robert Sailors Properties in accordance wit 

RFPP 99-2927-HP and your quote dated 

04/14/99. 

• 

This purchase order shall serve as your 

Notice To Proceed/Contract with a delivery 

of appraisals on or before 06/03/99 (35 

calendar days). 

UNIT PRICE 

1.00 

h 

^•f 

TOTAL PRICE ] 

9,750.00 

RECEIVEC 

APR 3 0 1999 

FMD 

• 

«hlOTE: Appraisal reports are to be 

delivered to Maggie Harr, 1112 Manatee Ave.M 

Bradenton, FL 34205. Please contact 

Us. Marr ar 941 / 745-3735 for the 

additional information you require to 

complete the project. 

310-6039201-531000/6039201-0004 

H£c& 
/VED 

^^s 

^NANce 

9,750.00 

^S-/?? 
, . . 

?<^6 ^(S^-. C^ 
'/2- oF'^^c r^^ ^^ 

(<h- '^us -tWc ^^WCE c^ pee ^ ^ ^-a 
^ 

m^w W^^ ^wow^ fus^Wr epwtu^MS' 

rpty. C Pcs^ ^ /ww^\ 

'^^W 
PAID 

•"• " ' 
^3 

n 'A 4'v^ci >'°f\" ^ ;-;>" 

^^$ |W^ 
^^£0^^ ^'LJ 

oepT 

RECEIVED.^ 

^H 1 8 t399 

"^^^^EPT. : 

RFPP 99-2927-HP 

9,750.00 

MARGE PERENICH (941) 749-3058 

3TYORO | OTYnECO | aTYBO | MWMa SUP • | OATEreCO | RECTBY OATERECO RECTBY / ^Yite^AtfllbRiaiDa? 

W. 
•SS. I^^^K^i 

RNANCE 



^CCFOSDJ T^ED .AJPF^RAJ SJE3RS 
, JI^C - 

flsa/ Property /ppraisal & analysis 

INVOICE 

June 14, 1999 

APPRAISER: William W. McCue/Margaret A. McCue 

FIRM: Accredited Appraisers, Inc. 

FEID NUMBER: 65-0271075 

DESCRIPTION: Real Estate Appraisal Services 

PROJECT: 1912 Cortez Schoolhouse & Nature Preserve 

FCT NUMBER: 98-026-P8A 

PURCHASE ORDER: P9001805 

REQUISITION NUMBER: R004769 

REFERENCE NUMBER: RFPP 99-2927-MP 

OUR FILE: 99-053 A/B/C 

DATE BEGIN May 5, 1999 

DATE END June 14, 1999 

Clerk o£ the Circuit Court 

Manatee County Finance Department 

P.O. Box 1000 

Bradenton, FL 34206-1000 

Real Estate Appraisal Services 

(Flat Rate Contract) 

50% » $ 4,875.00 

Total Balance Due 

Payable as agreed 

in two increments 

of $ 4,875.00 each 

$ 9,750 

$ 9,750 

Notice to proceed was effective April 29, 1999. Work commenced on 

May 5 when the project information was provided to the appraisers 

and continued until June 12. On June 1 the appraiser signed the 

Schewe Trust Property appraisal (99-053/C), and three original 

copies were hand-delivered to Maggie Marr at the Manatee County 

Administration Building on June 3. On June 14 the appraiser signed 

the appraisal for the Sailors Property. Three original copies with 

photos of a Self-Contained Complete Appraisal Report for the latter 

were also hand-delivered to Maggie Marr on June 15. 

Submitted by, P A S D JUL 0 C 1S99 

ACCREDITED APPRAISERS, INC. 

President 

Included: Invoice in Duplicate 

Copy: Maggie Marr 

Office: 2795 Bay Court. Pasta Garita. FL 333511 

r' '?AW vsil: lslts Professional Center, Sgfte 293. ISOf I. Uarlsa Afe. Pasta Gords. FL 33950 

w -k- 
relep/iotie: 34W-5S90 FW: 341-575-a657 



ACCREDITED APPRAISERS, INC. 

Mail: Isles Professional Center, 1601 West Marion Ave, Suite 203 

PuntaGorda, FL 33950 

PH: 941-637-5890 FAX: 941-575-8657 

e-Mail: accapDStSibigfoot.com 

VIA: Handcarried June 3 and June 15, 1999 

June 14, 1999 

APPRAISER: 

FIRM: 

FEID NUMBER: 

DESCRIPTION: 

PROJECT: 

FCT NUMBER: 

PURCHASE ORDER: 

REQUISITION NUMBER: 

.REFERENCE NUMBER: 

OUR FILE: 

DATE BEGIN 

DATE END 

William W. McCue/Margaret A. McCue 

Accredited Appraisers, Inc. 

65-0271075 

Real Estate Appraisal Services 

1912 Cortez Schoolbouse & Nature Preserve 

98-026-P8A 

P9001805 

R004769 

RFPP 99-2927-MP 

99-053 A/B/C 

May 5, 1999 

June 14, 1999 

ATTENTION: Maggie Marr 

Enclosed are three signed copies with color photographs of the 

Self-Contained Complete Appraisal for Sailors Property which is 

part of the above referenced project and contract. The date of 

value for this parcel is June 10, 1999, and the date of the 

report is June 14, 1999. 

On June 3 we delivered three signed copies of the appraisal 

report for the Schewe Trust Property. Both parcels are included 

in the same project and contract. 

Included in this package is one copy of the invoice. As request¬ 

ed, we have submitted two copies of the invoice to the Clerk of 

Circuit Court, Manatee County Finance Department. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide appraisal services to 

Manatee County. If you have any questions, or require additional 

information, please do not hesitate to call us. 

Very respectfully, 

ACCREDITED APPRAISERS, INC. 

^ - 
• 

^ 

PAID 

/ 

Margaret A. McCue 

State-Certified General Appraiser 

Certificate RZ ^0000801 

MAM/pa 

IE^TED 

W \ 8 1S99 

FINANCE 
DEPT. 

RECEIVED 

JUN 15 b;- 

n\A- 

^ 2460 



STEP TWO 

to the 

MASTER APPRAISAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

REQUEST FOR PRICE PROPOSAL #99-2927- MP 

MANATEE COUNTY 

PURCHASING OFFICE 

1112 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida 34205 

Attention: MARGE PERENIC 

Phone: (941) 749-3058 

Fax: (941)749-3034 

DATE ISSUED: April 9,1999 DATE & TIME DUE: April 13,1999 at 2:00 P.M. 

DESCRIPTION 

Manatee County invites the appraisal firm under the Florida Communities Trust list 

of approved firms to participate in the following request for prices. 

Appraisal Services for 

ACQUISITION OF 

LOUISE SHEWE AND ROBERT SAILORS PROPERTIES 

Price Proposal Delivery Requirements: Proposals received after the stated time and date will 

not be considered. It shall be the sole responsibility of the appraise t^hajye^eig'gipppsals^^Q 

delivered for receipt on or before the stated time and date. If a proposal is sent by U.S. Mail, 

the appraiser shall be responsible for its timely delivery to the Purchasing Office. Proposals 

delayed by mail shall not be considered, shall not be opened at the public opening, and 

arrangements shall be made for their return at the appraiser's request and expense. 

PROPOSALS MAY BE DELIVERED BY: FACSIMILE, U.S. MAIL, EXPRESS 

MAIL OR HAND DELIVERY. 

•^Q 
'jj>^ 

DECEIVED 

^massa 

"N^Nce 
ogpT 

r 2461 



RFPP #99-2927-MP 

APPRAISAL SERVICES / STEP TWO 

PURPOSE 

The County of Manatee, is in the process of acquiring two full parcels plus a portion of a third 

parcel. Attached is a hand drawn map and the Manatee County Property Appraiser's print out which 

depicts the property owned of the Louise Schewe Trust and the Property Appraiser's print out which 

depicts the property owned by the Estate of Robert D. Sailors. Additional appraiser requirements: 

appraisal must be prepared by an appraiser who is on the Division of State Lands Qualified 

Fee Appraisers List and must conduct the appraisal in accordance with the Florida 

Communities Trust (FCT) Instructions and Acceptable Procedures for Fee Appraisals and the 

FCT appraisal report format. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Appraiser must submit a price proposal in accordance with the terms and conditions of this 

proposal and shall be based on the enclosed documents and/or maps. 

All appraisers are hereby informed that Manatee County deems that selected parcels in this 

project will require the use ofsubconsultants, in a number of specialties. Appraisers shall 

submit fee proposals which account for the involvement of subconsultants, as necessary, in 

the following disciplines: 

Land Planning (for determining the maximum extent of potential development and 

otherwise assisting in identifying the impacts of a taking); 

r-_ 

^ 2462 

Engineering (for designing proposed cures, providing cost estimates for proposed 

cures, and otherwise assisting in identifying the impacts of a taking); 

Biological or other environmental expertise (for determining environmental-related 

impacts and cures); 

Arboriculture or other landscaping expertise (for determining the value of plant 

material which is taken or otherwise adversely affected); 

General contracting (for providing cost estimates as related to proposed.cures), and 
t- M I U ^U- „ „ 

"^S 

Petroleum facilities expertise (to assist in identifying cures and other issues related 

to petroleum-related businesses). 

The appraiser shall identify, on a "per parcel" basis, the various types ofsubconsultants to 

be utilized. As stated above, the appraiser shall quote an aggregate fee proposal to the 

County which accounts for the involvement of the various subconsultants. 

^Cf^p 

^Nls^0 

'^^r 



RFPP ^99-2927-MP 

It is anticipated that each subconsultant shall render a report of his/her investigations and 

findings, and all such reports shall form a part of the appraiser's written appraisal reports to 

be delivered to the County. 

It is desired that the preliminary appraisal as needed for the Florida Communities Trust 

Review be completed no later than April 30, 1999. Based upon notification of selection of 

your firm on April 13, 1999, specify when you would be able to submit this report. 

The final report would include any adjustments required by the Florida Communities Trust. 

Payment would be made 50% upon receipt of preliminary appraij^Fand 50% upon FCT: 

approval of the final appraTsaITincluding adjustments. ~; 

The Appraiser shall perform all services necessary to determine the market value of the 

parcel(s) identified and also shall: 

determine any applicable costs to cure, severance damages, or conditions which may 

warrant a whole taking rather than a partial taking; 

note any environmental issues; 

perform all services and prepare all reports in accordance with the Uniform Standards 

of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP); and 

express his/her fee as either a lump sum or a fee per parcel, depending upon the 

structure of the County's request; and 

Schewe appraisal shall be structured as : 

A) The full tract at a cost per acre. 

B) The approximate 10 acres as marked by the County at a cost per acre. 

C) An opinion regarding the cost per acre within the parcel: Should it be 

uniform? If not, why? 

submit one (1) copy of. the price proposal, incluai»f$ sta^ ts-'-be '•assigraed.y 

subconsultant(s) to be assigned and proposed time of completion, to Manatee County 

Purchasing at 1112 Manatee Avenue West, Suite 803, Bradenton, Florida 34205 on 

:-.: or before 2:00 P.M., April 13,1999. 

^CE/VED 

^'sisss 
- 

FINANCE 

DSPT. 



M • • • •oiiM'o 'o'oioittn'o'ooca 
3 0 II rr 6 MU>olie6;03W 
0.- oiia o\ o o 11 •< 1-' f 

h'113 OOA.II(D3!3'<W 

.» niu30)0.«--Ooai-i-o?)S)>no CD o^ il 33 M -i 
(B OO-OMIOZ Hi rh o 3" ifc ng o '0 n (ll o m II l-l &' 5" rr 

an.-ft-'o >-' rr h- ^. '0 cr 13 11 1-' ui 11 o re re re 
'up-o.i-i^ (CBi-ffl i-> iy re >i 11 (u 11 Kri 3 •o 
i- rr 3 (0 < M 3 13 (1 >&. htBlli-' II g g 
re »••• » 3 (0 •• (L'Oa'O^iorri-iiQ II t? 

, rr o 1 i"r K w^Cwwauia ll » n —~- <t3>101t>i1|l>'-iKmitn(liii it 3" 
BI 3 p. T) t" ° 2. • M ni i-1 11 a < 11 -a n < n ai rri-'a' •o (1,01 3" ic >••••• ii e o ii re o re re a 3'ii-rh(BiBi'aiu N 1-' n 3 oiiK33t--n> 

/»/ it f ifloai '^t-'KB ~jo>n5' i-> 11 3 i-h a. < •-3 3'or i-" m m o a itiniiffl 0011011-^0 (t 0 'Ot-hASa) —n 3iii>qiir< <»n 11 o-i 
hlOi-'"!!'!" .0(110 'OCII in II S Q. oi*>ifl>-1 3111 loi-'.iiiii iiMOft 

'-i-3^Mifl 0.0. lliimil? 11 031 
(BIMOt-'K 0-~~.H) 30H-11(1, It 
OrT-jmiBin r<n>1 (l.'Orrii ll 02 
rrp.ifc.'O 0 (tl-^IIO ll CT>e 

OUlSO 0'3n •<10llH II --^.3 
3 1 I" ^ (trTa- Orr3iiB II l-ig- 

MtlUrT MiKB) pi-^lin II ui(t 
•<~)>-'t1(B OB't-' KfIlOll^ II ^>< 
QU|I>- hlfll-* airtlli-^ ll \o •• 
c: ui 3) B) (Drr i4 u'O ll u> 

n^^ nch-c'iirr 11 •o 
h(l^l(tt-'B 0<(II 030 II >^" II (U>0 
(Il0>-' irih-K iTpiio lo 

ifl»<OMrr '^rr<i aiUh^n3 'o i-'t>iii< ni o 
COO o3"(B 00 ll g<r>0ll(l> >-• 
p-(T33 M 0- 0 Hi ll zonil3 n(» 
K3"]T|1)0' '^BIIU B>0 11 -3 (-'SO II & 3'0 
it a w 3 ll u>ai ]Th(Cnn ft bailO Oin 

nm vop, (t a. 3" ii aoiii g 
rrrrrT (D>< Q. aj (1 ll a Mil 3 
0 » -.i-'O 3fill 03:^113 

(B i-jp-e on 11 soptaiiBi 
ui^i re 11 biooii3 

v a 111 11 PI-IIIIB > 
<< ^ s " o > n i-' 
(D '< H- ii a •o 11 i-- 

rr 11 'o ll 
a 3' 11 > » 11 M 

II < l-l II 3 

§• 

ll < l-l ll 3 
ii m > ii n 
11 ca 11 c 

II 01 & II 16 
—— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— l-j || h( 

-i "i 0<-11;0 Bl-111 (B 
00 o»>-ini» 3 ll CL 
rTrr ^OnnO (onil 
luu i-'flnita> on > 
i-'t-' Ul'irill^-rr ojll 0 

^^ r' 11 < (B " o 
s» 10 u) m 11 (t 11 o 
3 rr u) * 11 Oi ll C 
(T •< 3 

OJ ll 'q 0 ll 'B rr 
W W i-' ll (30 t»l-hll3' Hi 
(llllt o n 3 XhhilO 
nn i ll i-^O 1--H3 » 
(tffl <J» llcT>1 ^-~ll(t 3 
i-ri— o ll & uiioll 0. 
< < u >o i] n 11 iftiteii 

3 (B(B U) l-t-HO^ l-'l-'ll > 
01 a. n- M •-iiiaiit — — n 3 
IT o ouinrrfL menu 0 
(B I-' 0011 -it*! II C 
h( i in .-i ii 3 

IH" in iliflO ii ii n- 
^'ai u ii3(T OBUIII ill 
\»-- i-' ilrr'< <T>(»|| 
J o n ui u) ll IU 
>!0 A 0,il»ifcll;0?l ~1011 >< 

(0- 0-'ll(t(D II (t 
nco ^-.(ocDiinn 11 
(0 ^IA (n^iA-joiiiiH) 11 co 
^ ui~ oui-m'iit— v- 11 3" 
< •(» i»)-(»-a>ll<<! ll 0 
(0 o»j >oo-^o.~iii(»(t 11 § 
a. oui Mouiomiin.o. 3 

•> o <• CQII»CQ 
I iu i-' ^11 oiimsr 
'~ia i QilGiO oiiAt-- 

o ll 3 u> ll '0 
»i-4 o iitiiH-i-1 'oiin 
'3 o -llrrll) IIO(T 

0, 't» oanni-h HCLO 
>— -J ll rr II (1 
n ui 11 ll 0 l-l 

301 * ll 0 
rr II •S, '0 W ll 

v B ll U 1 ai ll 
^ 0. [1 ^ 0 (1 

ii (t a K 3 ii > ?o 
•B> 11 e p- iu 11 'a (B 
&• IIB)03 ^IITIifl 
o ii i-" rr ia 10 ii ^o 
< II 3 tt ll 0 9 
0 11 1-1 M II < 01 

II 01-" V II « IT 
11 H- re 11 a. it 

u» ll '0 I ll 0- 
n (t 11 tr 

;! P /a 
" 

0 II rf 11 
o • . y ii 
ai o n i] o ii ii 
rr 0 ll i-' Hi ^ ll 0 
(D 11 P( II II 81 

II » 1 h- II IT 
•». II 0 I— Ifl II (t 

II S » 3" II 
II h( (T 
11 11 ?a S» » 
11 o o o ii re V re 

_ ii <j\A.fcii,nT)iQ 
11 en ^ ^~ ^ 11 CMC 
11 3" 0 tO NJ 11 H- 0 1^ 
ll (1 uj m U) II h( <; (B 
11 h-' ^^-.^.urenirr 
ll rh \ou)\oll&0're 
ll m U} u> II A 

"i !! PA^'C) 
o n rf ir ' — •^•j- 

2464 



^^c^ 

Ife'0*^ 

0^ 

r 

2465 



r 
%66 



MANAGEMENT PLAN 

1912 CORTEZ SCHOOL HOUSE AND NATURE PRESERVE 

(CORTEZ PRESERVE) 

Prepared by 

MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

FCT PROJECT NUMBER 98-009-P8A 

Approved by Manatee County Board of County Commissioners - July 27,1999 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction 4 

Purpose 

Site Development, Improvements and Access 

Physical Improvements 

Master Site Plan 

Permits 

Easements, Concessions and Leases 

Key Management Activities 

Natural Resource Protection 

Resource Enhancement 

Archeological and Historical Resource Protection 

Education Program 

Greenway Management 

Coordinated Management 

Maintenance 

Security 

Staffing 

Cost Estimate and Funding Source 

Priority Schedule 

Monitoring and Reporting 

9 

22 

22 

26 

26 

26 

27 

27 

34 

35 

38 

40 

40 

44 

44 

45 

45 

48 

48 

Supporting Documents: 49 

Master Site Plan (current and proposed) 

Special Management Conditions 

Priority Schedule 

Letter from Mark Alderson, Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program 

Letter from David Tomasko, Ph.D., SWIM Program 

Report from Alien Gamer, Cooperative Extension Service 

Memorandum from Bruce Peebles: ref: Cost estimate for Schoolhouse renovations 

Letter from Mary Green, Cortez Village Historical Society 

Letter from Karen Bell, Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

Exotic Pest Plant Council - List of Florida's Most Invasive Species 

Florida Natural Areas Inventory listed species form - animal and plants 

Manatee County Ordinance No. 82-19 (Conduct in Public Parks) 



TABLE OF CONTENTS - continued 

Heritage Trail Map 

1982 Property Appraiser Map 

Copy of Recorded" Deed (when available) 

Grant Award Agreement (when available) 

2469 



Introduction 

The 1912 Cortez Schoolhouse and Nature Preserve, herein referred to as the "Cortez Preserve" is 

located in Western Manatee County and consists of approximately 76.95 acres (3.85 ± acres is 

identified as the Estate of Robert Sailors and the remaining 73.10 j_ acres is identified as the Schewe 

Trust). The property is located just south of the intersection of 119th Street W. and Cortez Road, 

within the Village of Cortez, which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on March 

16,1995 as a National Historic District. The 1912 Schoolhouse is listed as a contributing structure 

in the District. The Village is identified in the Florida Master Site File as 8MA975 and the 

Schoolhouse is identified separately as 8MA664. 

In 1998, grant funding was awarded from the Florida Communities Trust (FCT) Preservation 2000 

Program for a joint acquisition. The acquisition is being made to:l) preserve, protect and restore 

environmentally sensitive wetlands; 2) protect endangered and threatened species that inhabit the 

property and an adjacent Audubon bird rookery (Cortez Key); 3) protect and preserve a historic 

structure, the 1912 Schoolhouse; 4) protect the public health, safety and welfare of citizens living 

in Manatee County by redirecting development away from the Coastal Storm Vulnerability Area 

(CSVA) and Coastal Evacuation Area (CEA); 5) avoid potential negative impacts to the water 

quality in Sarasota Bay and 6) provide for passive recreational and resource based educational 

opportunities for residents and visitors. The Cortez Preserve Management Plan has been developed 

in accordance with the Grant Award Agreement and in furtherance of the purpose of the grant 

application. 

The 76.95 acres of the Cortez Preserve consists of approximately 73.1 acres of submerged land 

(Schewe Trust); 1.15 acres of wetlands and 2.7 acres of uplands which have been extensively 

landscaped (Estate of Robert Sailors). Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the 

University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service and the Manatee County Florida Yards and 

Neighborhood Coordinator conducted an onsite visit on April 8,1998 with a follow-up visit in early 

1999. He noted six identifiable habitats with numerous transition variants contained on the property: 

Coastal Uplands (Coastal Berm - 3220: Maritime Hammock - 322/425), Mesic Flatlands (Mesic 

Flatwoods - 411/414) and Marine & Estuarine (Tidal Swamp - 612; Unconsolidated Substrate - 310; 

and Composite Substrate). (Designations are found in the Florida Department ofNatural Resources 

Guide to the Natural Communities of Florida, and the Florida Department of Transportation's 

Florida Land Use. Cover, and Forms Classification System.) 

There are no evident species of plants occurring on the site that are listed as endangered or 

threatened in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. One fern, Acrostichum danaeifolium- or giant 

leather fern is listed as being commercially exploited. 

Thirty four or more native plant species naturally occur. It is anticipated that other species will 

emerge or become obvious following the removal of invasive exotics. Some seasonal herbsrions and. 

grass species, typical of these communities may not have been visible due to the season of 

observation. 
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Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, the saltwater pond including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus 

terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% 

of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these 

have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk 

diameters of less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all 

sizes and collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

David A. Tomasko, Ph.D., Senior Environmental Scientist for the Surface Water Improvement and 

Management (SWIM) Section of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 

conducted an onsite visit on April 10,1998 and noted numerous species including: Brown Pelicans 

(SSC), White Ibis (SSC), Great Blue Herons, Little Blue Herons (SSC), Snowy Egrets (SSC), 

Cormorants, Red-shouldered Hawk, Blue Crabs, American Oysters, Barnacles, Hermit Crabs, Hard 

Shell Clams, Periwinkles, Stone Crabs (evidence of). Horseshoe Crabs, Florida Crown Conchs, 

Mullet, Mosquito Fish and various Polycheate Worms. (Designated status from Florida Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Commission (now known as the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission) Report of Florida's Endangered Species, Threatened Species and Species of Special 

Concern - Official Lists dated August 1,1997.) 

A copy of both reports are contained in the Supporting Documents. 

A report, entitled Cortez Area Study. Background Report, prepared in 1982 by the Manatee County 

Planning and Development Department (Planning Department) states in relation to other property 

in the area that: "There are five documented archaeological sites located on the Cortez Peninsula, 

however a complete inventory has not been done. Three sites, an Indian shell mound and 2 Indian 

burial grounds have been located on Tidy Island. The developer has agreed to preserve these sites 

by incorporating them into a passive recreation area. The Cortez Midden, an Indian shell mound, 

located on the mouth ofPalma Sola Bay near the marina has received the Special Treatment zoning 

designation, affording it specific protection from major earthmoving, mining and industrial activities 

under the Special Treatment Overlay District. The fifth site, the Placidid Mound was destroyed by 

development." 

According to Bill Burger, a local archeologist who has conducted surveys in the area for both 

Manatee County and the State of Florida, the five sites are listed in the Florida Master Site File as 

follows: Tidy Island/Cow Point - 8MA/2 (a), (b), and (c); Cortez Midden - 8MA22/140 and Placidid 

Mound - 8MA39. No official archeological survey has been conducted at the Cortez Preserve site. 

In 1992, the Cortez Village Historical Society and the Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

received funding from the Florida Division of Historical Resources to undertake the Cortez Fishing 



Village Historic Properties Survey, which provided a basis for the nomination of the village as a 

Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places. The 1912 Schoolhouse is described in 

the Inventory section of the report as "Built during Cortez's incorporation period and served as a 

community school until 1962. One of only a few historic buildings in the district not of frame 

construction, this brick structure with Spanish Revival elements has been converted into a residence 

and stuccoed." 

The National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form cites the 1912 Schoolhouse twice. The 

first reference under Public Buildings states: "A new school was built in 1912. Located at 4415 

119th Street West, it has a recessed central entrance sheltered by a shaped portico. The portico is 

defined by classically-inspired wood piers. The brick exterior was covered with stucco in the early 

1960's. Otherwise, the building retains its original floor plan, architectural detailing and character." 

The second reference states: "Growth of the village necessitated the erection of a larger and more 

modem building in 1912, the Cortez Rural Graded School. The building, one of the first brick 

schools in Manatee County, housed grades one through eight in two classrooms and was erected at 

a cost of $8,000.... The Cortez School was also used as a community center and a hurricane shelter. 

A "Mother's Club of Cortez" was formed in 1918 to provide support to the school. A Federal Works 

Progress Administration project during the Depression years was the addition of an auditorium with 

a stage between the two classrooms. The building remained in use as a school until 1961." 

The property will be managed by the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners, through the 

County Administrator's Office for passive recreational activities but these activities will be evaluated 

against resource protection as the primary rating factor. Due to the sensitivity of the resources, only 

passive recreation will be encouraged at this time, although management direction of the property 

may change as more data is compiled. To ensure the initial plan and focus of management of the 

property is not inconsistent with complementary state activities and actions, a copy of this 

management plan will be submitted for review and comment by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission within eighteen months of acquisition by FCT. Any changes to the 

Management Plan or any site alterations or physical improvements or changes to the site will be 

forwarded to FCT in written form for approval prior to any of the above actions. 

Property Description 

The Cortez Preserve property is bounded by 119th Street W. on the west, Cortez Road on the north, 

Sarasota Bay on the south and a Florida Department of Transportation retention pond, vacant land 

and some development on the east. The property is part of a larger area referred to as the Cortez 

Peninsula, although historically it was known as Hunter's Point. This earliest know designation as 

Hunter's Point can be found in the 1879 U.S. Fish Commission Report as the site of a mullet fishery 

which was important in supplying Cuban markets. 

The 76.95 acres of the Cortez Preserve consists of approximately 73.1 acres of submerged land. 

(Schewe Trust); 1.15 acres of wetlands and 2.7 acres of uplands which have been extensively 

landscaped (Estate of Robert Sailors). The 1912 Schoolhouse (a one story, 3,526 j: square foot 



single family residence, ancillary structure - pump house, and an in-ground reflecting pool) are the 

only structures located on the site. The freshwater pond located on the northwest comer of the 

property was installed by Mr. Sailors in the mid 1970's. 

The Schewe Trust" property is undeveloped, however, there has been illegal trash dumping on the 

site and on County owned right-of-way (45th Avenue Dr. W.) lying between the two properties. 

Soils and Topography 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service has identified the 

following soils on the Cortez Preserve: Canaveral sand with organic substratum in the northern one 

quarter of the property, Eaugallie fine sand on one half of the property and Estero muck for the 

remainder. 

The Canaveral sand area consists of nearly level, somewhat poorly and moderately well drained soils 

on a low ridge offlatwoods. The Eaugallie fine sand area consists of nearly level, poorly drained 

soils on flatwoods, hammocks and other flat areas. The Estero muck area consists of nearly level, 

very poorly drained soils of the tidal marshes. 

Natural Resources 

/ 

Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the University of Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service and the Manatee County Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator conducted an onsite 

visit on April 8, 1998 with a follow-up visit in early 1999. He noted six identifiable habitats with 

numerous transition variants contained on the property: Coastal Uplands (Coastal Berrn - 3220: 

Maritime Hammock - 322/425), Mesic Flatlands (Mesic Flatwoods - 411/414) and Marine & 

Estuarine (Tidal Swamp - 612; Unconsolidated Substrate - 310; and Composite Substrate). 

(Designations are found in the Florida Department of Natural Resources Guide to the Natural 

Communities of Florida, and the Florida Department of Transportation's Florida Land Use. Cover. 

and Forms Classification System.) 

There are no evident species of plants occurring on the site that are listed as endangered or 

threatened in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. One fern, Acrostichum danaeifolium, or giant 

leather fern is listed as being commercially exploited. 

Thirty four or more native plant species naturally occur. It is anticipated that other species will 

emerge or become obvious following the removal of invasive exotics. Some seasonal herbations and 

grass species, typical of these communities may not have been visible due to the season of 

observation. 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playflelds, dirt roads, the saltwater pond including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species. Schinus 



terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% 

of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these 

have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk 

diameters of less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all 

sizes and collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

David A. Tomasko, Ph.D., Senior Environmental Scientist for the Surface Water Improvement and 

Management (SWIM) Section of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 

conducted an onsite visit on April 10,1998 and noted numerous species including: Brown Pelicans 

(SSC), White Ibis (SSC), Great Blue Herons, Little Blue Herons (SSC), Snowy Egrets (SSC), 

Cormorants, Red-shouldered Hawk, Blue Crabs, American Oysters, Barnacles, Hermit Crabs, Hard 

Shell Clams, Periwinkles, Stone Crabs (evidence of). Horseshoe Crabs, Florida Crown Conchs, 

Mullet, Mosquito Fish and various Polycheate Worms. (Designated status from Florida Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Commission (now known as the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission) Report of Florida's Endangered Species. Threatened Species and Species of Special 

Concern - Official Lists dated August 1, 1997.) 

A copy of these reports are contained in the Supporting Documents. 

Historic Significance and Usage 

The fishing industry was a key factor in settling the Gulf Coast of Florida. By the 18th century, the 

Spanish were operating outposts called "ranches" throughout Sarasota Bay, Tampa Bay and the 

Manatee River. The presence of a natural harbor in the Cortez area and large shell middens 

identified at nearby sites suggested a possibility of habitation by Native American's prior to the visit 

of the Hemando De Soto expedition in the Tampa Bay area in 1593. 

After the end of the Seminole War these "ranches" underwent a profound change with the loss of 

Indian labor, but they did not disappear from the Sarasota Bay area. According to a U.S. Fish 

Commission report of 1879, the "Hunter's Point Fishery" was one of the most important suppliers 

of seafood on Florida's West Coast. Although some believe that "Hunter's Point" means the act of 

hunting, in 1857 the Follett map of Manatee County clearly shows the location of land owners 

marked by dots with names, including on the point which Cortez now stands the name of''Hunter". 

In the early 1890's development, including a hardware store, machine shop, grocery store, fish 

houses, bunk houses and a hotel, was underway in the Cortez area. While travel to and from the 

Cortez Peninsula was available only by steamers, an influx of young men and their families. 

fishermen from Carteret County, North Carolina arrived responding to reports of plentiful fish. In 

1889, five of these fisherman purchased large tracts of land in the area, in what would become the 

Village of Cortez. As families grew, the original land was subdivided and the children's homes were 



built next to those of their parents. Today's residents are largely descendants of these original 

families and the fishing industry is still the dominant industry. 

In 1896 when the residents applied to Washington for a post office, the Hunter's Point name was 

officially changed to Cortez. Also in 1896 the first school house was erected. By 1912 the growth 

in the village necessitated the erection of a larger and more modem building, the Cortez Rural 

Graded School, one of the first brick schools in Manatee County. It originally housed two 

classrooms. The school was also used as a community center. In Octoberi 921, a hurricane caught 

the residents by surprise, and destroyed the waterfront, demolished houses, the fish camps, boats and 

numerous homes. Many of the residents sought refuge in the schoolhouse. 

Modem Usage 

In 1933 an auditorium was added under the Federal Works Progress Administration program 

between the two classrooms forming a T-shaped floor plan. It was during this time that the 

restrooms were incorporated into the building. During the 1940's, a landscaping project introduced 

thirty Australian pines around the school grounds. The school was used by the Manatee County 

School Board until 1961, when it was leased for use as an art school. In 1974, Robert Sailors, a 

master weaver purchased the site from the School Board. In the mid 1980's Mr. Sailors added the 

kitchen and small solarium on the rear of the stage, renovated the bathrooms, installed a kitchen and 

walled in the garden area on the north side of the schoolhouse. He used the schoolhouse as his home 

and studio until his death in 1995. 

The saltwater pond, located on the northeast section of the Cortez Preserve was used by the Florida 

Department of Transportation, as a borrow pit in the 1950's for road fill. According to local 

residents, one side of the pond is considerably deeper. The freshwater pond, located on the 

northwest comer of the property is manmade and residents state that this occurred in the late 1970's 

by Mr. Sailors. The landscaping surrounding the Schoolhouse was also done by Mr. Sailors. 

Mr. Sailors allowed the Cortez community and associated civic and cultural groups to present 

programs on the grounds. Picnics and community festivals have also been held on the site. 

The Schewe Trust property, which consists of mangroves, has never been developed. However, it 

has been the site of illegal trash dumping. 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the acquisition of the Cortez Preserve property is to: 1) preserve, protect and restore 

environmentally sensitive wetlands; 2) protect endangered and threatened species that inhabit the 

property and an adjacent Audubon bird rookery (Cortez Key); 3) protect and preserve a historic 

structure, the 1912 Schoolhouse; 4) protect the public health, safety and welfare of citizens living 

in Manatee County by redirecting development away from the Coastal Storm Vulnerability Area 

(CSVA) and Coastal Evacuation Area (CEA); 5) avoid potential negative impacts to the water 

9 



quality in Sarasota Bay and 6) provide for passive recreational and resource based educational 

opportunities for residents and visitors. 

The property will be managed by the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners through the 

County Administrator's Office only for the conservation, protection and enhancement of the 

property's natural and cultural resources. All public outdoor recreational opportunities provided will 

be compatible with the conservation, protection and enhancement of the site. There will be a Cortez 

Preserve sign, located at the front of the 1912 Schoolhouse. The sign will identify the participants - 

(Florida Communities Trust Preservation 2000 Program, Manatee County) in the acquisition and the 

hours of operation. Any public relations activities, including brochures, will include the fact that 

the property is publicly owned and operated as a natural conservation area. 

The Management objectives for this site are as follows: 

1) Protection of natural and cultural resources 

2) Removal of exotics / restoration 

3) Provide for public access 

4) Provide environmental and historical education 

5) Greenway connection 

The Manatee County Comprehensive Plan contains a number of directives which will be furthered 

by the management of this site as proposed. Including: 

Future Land Use Element 

2.1.2.7 Review all proposed development for compatibility and appropriate timing. 

This analysis shall include: 

consideration of existing development patterns, 

types of land uses, 

transition between land uses, 

density and intensity of land uses, 

natural features, 

approved development in the area, 

availability of adequate roadways, 

adequate centralized water and sewer facilities, 

other necessary infrastructure and services. 

limiting urban sprawl 

(See also policies under Objs. 2.6.1 - 2.6.3) 

2.2.2.6 HR: Establish the Historic Resources Overlay District as follows: 

2.2.2.6.1 Definition: The historic sites and neighborhoods established by Manatee 
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Objective: 2.9.1 

County as priority areas for the protection of historic resources. 

2.2.2.6.2 Purpose: 

(a) To recognize the approximate geographic boundaries of significant 

historical and archaeological areas and sites. 

(b) Specific protection mechanism for historical and archaeological 

resources are located on this Historic and Cultural Element of this 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Strong Communities: Create and maintain communities which are 

characterized by their: 

connection, integration, and compatibility with surrounding land uses, 

community spaces and focal points, 

protection of the natural environment, 

connection and integration of pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular 

systems, 

usable open spaces, and public access to water features, 

unifying design elements and features, 

variety of housing stock, 

pedestrian oriented structures, and pedestrian friendly design, 

connection to recreational facilities, schools, adjacent neighborhoods, 

employment opportunities and commercial uses. 

2.9.1.1 Minimize the development of residential projects which create isolated 

neighborhoods. 

2.9.1.2 Promote the connection and integration of community pedestrian, bicycle, 

and vehicular systems to the larger county systems. (See also Obj. 3.3.3) 

2.9.1.7 Encourage the development of community spaces, including usable open 

space and public access to water features. 

2.9.1.9 Require where feasible, pedestrian and bicycle access to community spaces, 

schools, recreational facilities, adjacent neighborhoods, employment 

opportunities, professional and commercial uses. (See also Obj. 3.3.3) 

2.9.3.1 Establish a community planning program by 1999. This program shall 

identify critical neighborhood issues, resources, and themes. Community 

Plans shall include review of, but not be limited to the following; 

11 



land uses, 

density and intensity of land uses, 

availability of central services, 

traffic circulation, 

pedestrian and bicycle systems, 

drainage, and 

recreational opportunities. 

This program shall include community citizen input. 

2.9.4.6 Reduce noise and pollution, promote an aesthetically pleasing environment 

and promote water conservation through the use of native landscaping 

materials. Landscaping requirements shall allow a choice of: 

(1) planting of native vegetation, guaranteeing that at least 50% of all 

plantings incorporated in an approved landscape plan for any project 

after development consists of native vegetation suitable to that site; 

or 

(2) guaranteeing that at least 60% of all post-development vegetation is 

indigenous to Manatee County. 

Conservation Element 

3.2.1.9 

3.2.3.2 

3.2.3.3 

3.2.3.4 

Objective: 3.2.2 

Where appropriate, utilize natural wetland systems and buffers as additional 

filtration mechanisms to maintain or improve water quality in Lake Manatee, 

Evers Reservoir, and all receiving coastal waters. [See policies under 

objective 3.3.1] 

Require all water users to use the lowest quality of available water which 

adequately and safely meets their water use needs by requiring stormwater 

reuse, alternative irrigation sources, reclaimed water use, and gray water 

irrigation systems where feasible. [See Policies 9.4.1.11,9.6.1.2, and policies 

under obj ective 9.1.5] 

Require the use of native xeric plants in post-development landscaping 

whenever feasible. [See Policies 3.3.2.2 and 3.2.3.4.] 

Develop incentives to promote the use of the Florida Yards and 

Neighborhoods Program when landscaping is required in development 

projects. 

Surface and Ground Water: Maintain or enhance the quality and 
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GOAL: 3.3 

Objective: 3.3.1 

transparency of surface waters and protect groundwater quality through 

natural resource and land use programs to: 

contribute to continued cleanup ofTampa Bay and Sarasota Bay; 

ensure clean water for passive recreation; 

maintain water quality for potable wells; and 

enhance natural aquatic habitat. 

3.2.2.5 Continue coordination with the Tampa Bay, Sarasota Bay, and Charlotte 

Harbor National Estuary Programs to achieve acceptable water quality for in 

flowing watercourses and bay transparency. [See Objective 4.1.4] 

Protect, Enhance, and Maintain the Natural Floral and Faunal 

Resources of Manatee County to Aid in Filtration of Contaminants, 

Provide for the Preservation of Native Species for Passive Recreational 

and Aesthetic Enjoyment, and to Provide a Healthy Environment for 

Manatee County Residents and Visitors. 

Wetlands Protection: Preserve and protect existing, viable wetland systems 

to: 

maintain control of flooding and erosion through storage of 

agricultural and urban runoffin wetland areas; 

achieve biological filtration of pollutants associated with urban and 

agricultural runoffby wetlands; 

maintain protection of coastal areas from tidal storm surges through 

maintaining wetlands as a natural buffer; 

achieve water recharge of surficial aquifers through wetland areas; 

maintain unique habitat functions of wetland areas as homes and 

critical breeding areas for many animal and plant species; 

maintain essential chemical and energy cycles facilitated by wetlands; 

maintain educational and recreational opportunities provided by 

wetlands. 

3.3.1.1 Prohibit removal, alteration, or encroachment within wetlands except in cases 

where no other practical alternatives exist that will permit a reasonable use 

of the land or where there is an overriding public benefit. Such determination 

will require completion of impact avoidance and minixnizadon analyses 

which clearly demonstrate the necessity of the proposed impaci. [S-ee policy 

4.1.2.2 of the Coastal Management Element for coastal wetlands.] 

3.3.1.5 Protect all wetlands from land development activities by requiring the 

establishment of natural area buffers adjacent to all post-development 
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3.3.1.6 

3.3.1.8 

3.3.1.9 

3.3.1.10 

Objective: 3.3.2 

wetlands, except upland cut ditches in non-hydric soils. Such buffers shall 

be established according to the following schedule: 

(1) Fifty (50) foot buffers shall be established adjacent to all in flowing 

watercourses located in the WO Overlay and all Outstanding Florida 

Waters and Aquatic Preserves; 

(2) Thirty (30) foot buffers shall be established adjacent to all isolated 

wetlands and other wetlands not listed in (1) above. 

(3) Wetland buffers may be increased for large areas of significant 

wetlands, for watershed protection, and to implement the goals, 

objectives, and policies of this Comprehensive Plan. [See 2.9.4.4, 

4.1.2, and 4.1.4] 

Land alteration or removal of native vegetation shall be prohibited in any 

buffers established according to this policy except to allow the removal of 

exotic species, small areas of impervious surface for stormwater outfalls, and 

to allow public access consistent with natural resource protection. 

Prohibit dredge and fill activities within wetlands'except when the activities 

are consistent with Objective 4.1.5 and require adequate mitigation of any 

adverse hydrological and physical alterations and appropriate justification for 

alterations. 

Utilize the land use and compatibility strategies under Objective 2.3.1 to 

protect wetlands from incompatible land uses and land alterations. 

Identify significant coastal and freshwater wetland systems, such as low- 

salinity tidal marshes, for possible jointly-funded restoration and/or 

enhancement projects with appropriate agencies and land owners. 

Develop educational programs to inform the public of the environmental 

benefits provided by wetlands. 

Wildlife and Upland Habitat Protection: Protect and preserve native 

wildlife, endangered, threatened and species of special concern, and native 

upland habitat through appropriate acquisition, restoration- and development 

controls to provide: 

areas for passive recreation and enhanced quality of life; 

large pervious areas for improved water quality and groundwater 

recharge; 
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species biodiversity; and 

natural area greenways. 

3.3.2.1 Protect floral and faunal species which are threatened, endangered, or are 

species of special concern by protecting the function and character of such 

species habitat from incompatible development. 

3.3.2.2 • Require the preservation of native upland habitat during land development 

activities through one or all of the following strategies: 

(1) Maintenance of areas of non-exotic vegetation, or viable portions 

thereof, on any project site, especially when such area or viable 

portions of areas, are part of larger upland habitats which may extend 

beyond the boundaries of the development site; 

(2) Transfer of density/intensity out of environmentally significant 

uplands [see policy 3.2.3.3] 

3.3.2.3 Require that all proposed development sites be examined for location of 

endangered and threatened species and that, if found, such species habitat is 

identified and appropriately protected. Examination of proposed 

development sites shall be conducted as follows: 

(1) Proposed development sites within areas predicted to contain critical 

habitat and species as identified on the "Hotspots of Biodiversity 

Map" of the Technical Support Document shall conduct an evaluation 

of the proposed development site which shall contain; 

dates of field review 

name and qualifications ofindividual(s) conducting the review 

a brief statement of the methodology used to conduct the 

investigation 

a map of land use and land cover using the FDOT land cover 

classification system 

a list of species observed on the site 

a map of areas where listed species were observed on the site 

measures proposed by the applicant to ensure non-disturbance, 

relocation, or other acceptable mitigative measures. 

(2) Proposed development sites not located within areas identified as 

"Hotspots of Biodiversity" shall submit a map identifying the location 

and extent of any vegetative communities listed under policy 

3.3.2.1.(a), and shall describe proposed mechanisms to achieve 
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compliance with policy 3.3.2.2. 

(3) Manatee County shall consider habitat size, adj acency to other natural 

areas, and habitat value when reviewing site development plans for 

uplands preservation. 

3.3.2.4 Protect and maintain Species of Special Concern through strategies which 

consider the numbers and viability of habitat of any such species. 

3.3.2.5 Actively participate in intergovernmental activities to appropriately conserve 

and manage native vegetation and viable wildlife habitat. [See policies 

4.1.4.1 and 11.1.3.1] 

3.3.2.6 Whenever feasible, restore non-exotic plant communities on public lands, by 

reforestation and other appropriate activities, to provide suitable wildlife 

habitat for endangered and threatened plant and animal species. 

3.3.2.8 Identify and protect major environmentally sensitive areas through 

designation as Conservation on the Future Land Use Map or other 

appropriate protection strategies. 

/ 

3.3.3.1 Participate in the development and preservation of natural area greenways 

which should include wildlife corridors, recreation areas, environmentally 

sensitive lands, and other cultural and historic resources which may serve the 

passive recreational needs of residents and visitors. 

3.3.3.2 Identify, by 1998, areas in public ownership such as recreation areas, 

stormwater management areas, and other open space areas which can serve 

a dual purpose through possible inclusion in any greenways network. 

Coastal Management Element 

Objective: 4.1.1 Seagrass Protection: Increase the number of acres of seagrass in local 

waters in cooperation with the Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay NEPs through 

programs which protect, restore, and enhance significant habitat to provide: 

an indication of overall bay health; 

habitat for juvenile fish and shellfish; 

forage for the West Indian Manatee; and 

other benefits associated with seagrasses. 

4.1.1.2 Prohibit any non-water dependent development activities in submerged areas 

containing significant seagrass habitat, except as expressly permitted by other 
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policies (e.g., policy 4.2.1.1), or in cases of overriding public interest, as 

determined by the Board of County Commissioners. 

4.1.1.3 Prohibit the location of new boat ramps in areas characterized by insufficient 

depth, sensitive bottom or shoreline habitats, such as seagrass beds. 

4.1.1.5 Maximize opportunities for reestablishing and protecting seagrass habitat 

throughout Sarasota and Tampa Bays. 

Objective: 4.1.2 Coastal Planning Area Emergent Vegetation and Upland Habitat 

Protection: Maintain or increase the amount of native habitat in the Coastal 

Planning Area to: 

retain habitat for native species; 

provide natural areas for passive enjoyment by local residents and 

visitors; 

provide filtration of pollutants for runoffto coastal waters; 

preserve habitat for juvenile fish; 

preserve the unique natural character of the County's coastlines; and 

prevent the intrusion of invasive species which provide inferior 

habitat. 

4.1.2.1 Require developments within the Coastal Planning Area to preserve 

representative tracts of native upland communities. [See policies under 

objective 3.3.2] 

4.1.2.2 Prohibit the alteration of coastal wetland habitat except for: 

(1) instances of proposed water-dependent uses; 

(2) cases of overriding public interest, such as natural resource 

restoration activities, the location of public access facilities for public 

recreational facilities, or deep water port facilities; or 

(3) when necessary to avoid the taking of private property. 

4.1.2.3 Remove all exotic plant species from land development sites in the Coastal 

Planning Area during construction unless extreme soil stabilization measures 

would be required to prevent soil erosion. 

4.1.2.4 Review all proposed land developments for compatibility with, and 

determination of cumulative impacts on, adjacent natural marine resource 

areas. 
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4.1.2.7 Encourage the restoration and enhancement of disturbed or degraded natural 

coastal resources. 

4.1.3.1 Require all land development activities within the Coastal Planning Area 

which discharge into receiving coastal waters demonstrate non-degradation 

of water quality for all applicable parameters. 

4.1.4.1 Actively participate in the National Estuary Program's (NEP's) Management 

Conferences on Sarasota and Tampa Bays, and continue to work to identify 

suitable actions available to Manatee County for the restoration and 

maintenance of the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of Sarasota 

and Tampa Bays. 

4.1.4.2 Consider the restoration and maintenance of water quality, indigenous 

populations of shellfish, fish, and wildlife, and recreational activities in 

Sarasota and Tampa Bays, as an important County priority and implement all 

effective, equitable and affordable bay management strategies to implement 

this policy. 

4.1.4.3 Adopt appropriate intergovernmental agreements with local governments and 

with government agencies which formalize Manatee County's role in 

achieving and maintaining the environmental quality goals of the Sarasota 

Bay and Tampa Bay Comprehensive Conservation Management Plans. 

4.2.1.1 Shoreline uses shall be prioritized according to the following list. Uses are 

prioritized in descending order with most preferable uses listed first and least 

preferable uses listed last. 

(1) Water dependent conservation uses such as fish, shellfish, and marine 

resource production, natural coastal habitat protection, shoreline 

stabilization, compatible passive recreational facilities and projects 

which enhance public safety; 

(2) Water-related uses such as certain utilities, commercial, and industrial 

uses; 

(3) Water-enhanced uses such as certain recreational and commercial 

uses; 

(4) Non-water dependent or related activities such as residential uses; and 

(5) Non-water dependent and non-water enhanced uses which result in 

an irretrievable commitment of coastal resources. 
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4.2.1.4 Establish buffer zones from all state designated Aquatic Preserves and 

Outstanding Florida Waters. 

Objective: 4.3.1 Development Type, Density and Intensity: Limit development type, 

density and intensity within the Coastal Planning Area and direct population 

and development to areas outside of the Coastal Storm Vulnerability Area to 

mitigate the potential negative impacts of natural hazards in this area. 

4.3.1.1 Direct population concentrations away from the Coastal Evacuation Area 

(CEA). 

4.4.2.5 Minimize the disturbance of natural shoreline resources that provide 

shoreline stabilization and protect landward areas from the effects of storm 

events. 

Historical/Cultural Element 

7.1.1.2 Continue to protect local, state, and nationally designated historically 

significant neighborhoods by identifying them with the appropriate historical 

overlay on the Future Land Use Map and the Official Zoning Atlas and afford 

the historic structures and other land use elements in these historic 

neighborhoods special protection. (See also Policy 2.2.2.5) 

7.1.1.4 Provide technical and economic assistance, as appropriate, to facilitate the 

rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of contributing structures in designated 

historic neighborhoods. 

7.1.1.6 Prepare, by 12/31/98, a preservation plan for the Cortez National Register 

Historic District which recognizes traditional use of the district as a 

commercial fishing village and which identifies compatible reuse of existing 

waterfront and other structures. (Manatee County will be amending the date 

in this policy during the 1999 Cycle II Plan Amendment process.) 

Objective: 7.1.2 Historical Landmarks: Identify and protect local historically significant 

landmarks to: 

preserve Manatee County history; 

recognize individual historic preservation efforts; and 

provide assistance to owners of historical properties. 

7.1.2.3 Require the sensitive rehabilitation and reuse of historical landmarks as an 

alternative to demolition whenever possible. 
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7.1.3.1 Require that all land development applications requiring site plan, or 

subdivision plat review address the occurrence or potential occurrence of 

historical and archaeological resources within their property boundaries. 

7.1.4.1 
" 

Preserve and protect significant historical and archaeological resources which 

have aesthetic, educational, cultural, and historical value for public viewing 

and education whenever feasible. 

7.1.4.2 Protect the Madeira Bickel Mound, DeSoto National Memorial, The Gamble 

Mansion, and other historically significant sites using the historic resources 

overlay on the Future Land Use Map and the Official Zoning Atlas and 

promote the passive recreational use of these sites. 

7.1.4.3 Promote the educational, cultural, and recreational value of locally designated 

historic resources by dissemination of public information on these passive 

recreational resources, where appropriate. 

7.1.4.4 Include significant historical sites and neighborhoods, such as those listed in 

Policy 7.2.2.1, in any planned greenways system whenever appropriate and 

feasible. 

/ 

Recreation/Open Space Element 

8.1.2.1 

8.2.1.1 

8.2.1.3 

8.2.1.4 

8.2.1.5 

Objective: 8.2.2 

Commit financial resources, as necessary, to fund the development and 

maintenance of recreational facilities. 

Maintain and, where feasible, increase the quantity and quality of public 

beach and shoreline access points in Manatee County through acquisition, 

interiocal agreements with public and private landowners, and through 

coastal shoreline land donations. 

Limit vehicular access to publicly and privately owned shoreline areas to 

designated parking and boat launch areas except for maintenance and natural 

resource enhancement/restoration activities. 

Continue to design and develop all public parks in Manatee County such that 

they are accessible to the handicapped and elderly, consistent with natural 

resource protection. 

Require all shoreline public access to be designed consistent with 

environmental resource protection. 

Multi-Modal Access: Provide opportunities for a variety of access methods 
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GOAL: 8.3 

Objective: 8.3.1 

including connections to other recreational facilities, destinations, or points 

of interest to reduce dependence on motorized vehicles and promote non- 

vehicular recreational opportunities. 

8.2.2.1 
" 

Increase opportunities for Manatee County residents and visitors to use 

alternate forms of transportation to access public recreational facilities, 

especially in the WO and CSVA Overlay Districts. 

8.2.2.2 Utilize recreational facilities as nodes or linear links, as appropriate to 

function as, or provide access to, multi-modal greenways corridors. [See 

policies under Objective 3.3.3] 

Available Natural Resource Areas to Meet the Need for Quiet Passive 

Enjoyment of Natural Resources, Hunting, Relaxation and Enjoyment 

of Tranquil, Open Green Spaces. 

Conservation and Open Space: Protect Conservation and open space lands 

from incompatible uses to maintain the function and value of open space 

lands as habitat for wildlife, promote unique communities, and for passive 

recreation. 

/ 

8.3.1.1 Preserve the following areas as common open space and encourage use of 

these areas for passive recreation, where such recreation is compatible and 

feasible: 

conservation easements within private development; 

significant habitat of threatened and endangered species; 

jurisdictional wetland areas and any associated setbacks; and 

species management areas for Species of Special Concern. 

Recreational Use of Public Lands: Increase the utilization of public lands 

within the WO and CSVA districts and in other areas for compatible 

recreation, education, and open space activities to maintain pervious area and 

natural vegetative areas that aid in filtration of pollutants. 

Encourage the use of publicly owned land for passive recreational 

opportunities and greenways while managing the natural resources on such 

lands. 

8.3.2.4 Promote sensitive recreational use of the resources of Sarasota and Tampa 

Bays through increased public and user awareness of these unique resources. 

The Manatee County Planning Department will include the Cortez Preserve property as part of the 
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2000 Cycle 1 Comprehensive Plan amendment package in February, 2000, with a designation of 

Recreation/Open Space. Adoption of these Plan amendments should be October, 2000. In addition, 

the rezoning of the property would be undertaken at the same time. 

Site Development, Improvement and Access 

Physical Improvements 

Existing 

The 76.95 acres of the Cortez Preserve consists of approximately 73.1 acres of submerged land 

(Schewe Trust); 1.15 acres of wetlands and 2.7 acres of uplands which have been extensively 

landscaped (Estate of Robert Sailors). The 1912 Schoolhouse (a one story, 3,526 j: square foot 

single family residence, ancillary structure - pump house, and an in-ground reflecting pool) are the 

only structures located on the site. The freshwater pond located on the northwest comer of the 

property was installed by Mr. Sailors in the mid 1970's. The saltwater pond, located on the northeast 

section of the Cortez Preserve was used by the Florida Department of Transportation, as a borrow 

pit in the 1950's for road fill. Portions of the property, specifically the southern section, have been 

used for illegal trash dumping. 

The Schewe Trust property, which consists of submerged lands dominated by mangroves, has never 

been developed. However, it has been the site of illegal trash dumping along its upland fringe, 

adjacent to County owned right-of-way. 

Section, township range maps from the Property Appraiser's Office (dated 1982) show that 119th 

Street W. was platted to join with a westward extension of 45th Avenue Dr. W. at the southern part 

of the Sailors property. This connection was not constructed. 119th Street W. was constructed in a 

direct north south alignment terminating the open waters of Sarasota Bay. A sixty foot wide strip 

of land for 45th Avenue Dr. W. was accepted by Manatee County for road right-of-way but was never 

constructed. This right-of-way is generally cleared of any native vegetation and is impacted by 

exotics, predominately Brazilian pepper and has been used by the public as a walking path. A copy 

of the 1982 Property Appraiser's map is included in the Supporting Documents section. 

There are no easements directly on the Sailors property. The Florida Department of Transportation 

(DOT) holds a perpetual access and maintenance directly abutting the eastern border of the property 

for the maintenance of a DOT retention pond. 

Public records do not indicate any easements on the Schewe property, however the Section, township 

range map indicated that there is a DOT perpetual easement crossing the County owned right-of-way 

to provide outfall conveyance for the DOT stormwater retention pond. 

Neither property is fenced. The DOT stormwater retention pond on the adjacent property is fenced. 
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Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, the saltwater pond, including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus 

terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% 

of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these 

have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk 

diameters of less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all 

sizes and collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

Proposed 

As part of the Waterfronts Florida Program, the use of the 1912 Schoolhouse will be an integral part 

of the planning process. Preliminary discussions have indicated a number of proposed uses 

including: a community center and a local museum. Any proposed use will be forwarded to FCT 

for review and approval prior to any formal action. 

The yard area around the Schoolhouse has been minimally maintained (mowed) by the Estate. The 

grown up areas have not been maintained and upon visual inspection, trash and other debris has been 

noted. Since the Schewe property has never been developed, the immediate shoreline area adjacent 

to the submerged lands and abutting 45th Avenue Dr. W. right-of-way has long been a dumping she. 

Visual inspection indicated items, such as tires, furniture, crab traps and other types of commercial 

fishing equipment, and flotsam and jetsam from Sarasota Bay. The Manatee County Sheriff s Office 

Road Gang will be utilized to remove this debris. 

The interior contents of the Schoolhouse (Mr. Sailors' weaving material, looms and furniture) will 

be removed by the Estate. Any residual debris will be removed by the Road Gang. 

Removal of the exotic plants is scheduled to occur after the archeological study has been completed. 

Removal will be by cutting and treating the stumps with an approved herbicide to prevent new 

shoots from sprouting. In some cases, stumps will be removed by grinding or pulling. This will 

occur in areas cleared for public access, utility routing or tidal flow restoration situations. 

Thirty of the large Australian pines were part of a school landscaping project in the 1940's. 

Community sentiment indicates that the twenty-four healthy and acceptably placed specimens of rids 

group should remain. Appropriate pruning for removal of dead wood and scale reduction is planned 

for these trees. Should these remaining Australian pines become weakened over time from disease 

or storms and removed, they will not be replaced with Australian pine. 

There is a wide variety of other plant species utilized as landscaping near the building. These will 

be maintained as domestic landscaping. 
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The tidal creek will be cleared of all exotics, and a remnant natural swale which has transitioned to 

uplands over decades of erosion and sedimentation will be widened and deepened so that tidal flow 

can reconnect to the saltwater pond. The remnant tidal swale will then be reconnected to Sarasota 

Bay by excavating a channel through the existing unconstructed 45th Avenue Dr. W. right-of-way 

and abutting uplands of the Schewe property to tie into to a remnant mosquito control ditch which 

passes through the submerged lands. A wooden bridge or walkway will be constructed spanning the 

right-of-way excavation to allow for pedestrian traffic. This walkway will be part of a larger 

pathway throughout the property and will connect to a boardwalk through the mangroves in 

accordance with State requirements and permits issued pursuant to these requirements. Educational 

signage will be placed along the path describing the restoration process, plants and marine habitats. 

During the development of the restoration plans discussions will be held on the feasibility of 

canoe/kayak usage from the tidal creek through the remnant mosquito control ditch to Sarasota Bay. 

If it is determined that this passive recreational opportunity can be accomplished, the pedestrian 

bridge will be constructed at a height that will allow for passage of canoes. 

There is no public boat ramp on site for use and there are no plans to allow vehicular access to the 

Cortez Preserve for this purpose. The closest County maintained boat ramp is located on Coquina 

Beach, which is across the Intercoastal Waterway. There is a small private boat ramp located at the 

base of the Cortez Bridge. 

/ 

The pathway will be designed for non-motorized and handicapped accessible access only. The size 

of the landscaped and naturalized areas of the Cortez Preserve is not conducive for bike paths. 

However the site is accessible from the surrounding community by bicycle. Bike racks will be 

provided for public use next to the 1912 Schoolhouse. 

A parking lot will be constructed to the north of the 1912 Schoolhouse between the freshwater pond 

and the property boundary using paver block or other pervious material meeting ADA requirements. 

A few of the Australian pines will be removed to allow for ingress and egress from 119th Street W. 

A handicapped ramp will be constructed leading to either the side or front entrance of the building. 

Preliminary discussions have been held and the consensus is for placement of the ramp to the side. 

The grounds of the Cortez Preserve will be open to the public from sunrise to sunset, with extended 

hours for special events. The 1912 Schoolhouse will be open on a limited basis, once a Certificate 

of Occupancy (CO) is issued by the Manatee County Building Department. The issuance of a CO 

will be done once the building has met all code requirements for use as a "public facility". The 

limited hours will also be established according to staffing levels and volunteer availability. 

The interior of the 1912 Schoolhouse, specifically the restrooms will be made handicapped 

accessible. No additional work will be required to insure accessibility for the remainder of the 

structure's public areas. 

Trash receptacles will be placed in the parking area and at various locations along the pedestrian 
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pathway and boardwalks. 

The grounds and schoolhouse will be available for use by community groups, individuals and other 

interested parties. Any fees generated as a result of usage will be accounted for in separate accounts 

by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Manatee County and used for the restoration and operation of 

the Cortez Preserve. No fee based activities have been identified for the Cortez Preserve at this time. 

In the event that fee based activities or leases are contemplated in the future, they will be forwarded 

to FCT for review and approval prior to formal action by the Manatee County Board of County 

Commissioners. 

A stormwater treatment area for the proposed parking area will be provided by modifying and 

enlarging the existing ornamental pond, nearly adjacent to the proposed parking area to 

accommodate water quality/quantity requirements defined by the SWFWMD. The enlargement of 

the ornamental pond will be designed with littoral shell and native plantings to mimic habitat found 

in other isolated freshwater ponds. A twenty-five foot buffer will be maintained between any hard 

surface or crushed shell impervious paths, while a ten foot buffer will be maintained for any mulch 

path. 

Public access to the schoolhouse and grounds from the general parking area will be provided by 

ADA accessible paths which will be routed by the various habitats preserved, restored or enhanced 

on the property, e.g. pine flatwoods, remnant salt flat and maritime hammock. A canoe/kayak trail 

leading from the open waters ofSarasota Bay through remnant mosquito control ditches which are 

cut through tidal mangrove forest and proceeding up a restored tidal creek through uplands to 

reconnect with an existing saltwater pond is being proposed. A wooden bridge or walkway will be 

constructed spanning the right-of-way excavation to allow for pedestrian traffic. An elevated 

pedestrian boardwalk from the hard surface trails to the open waters of Sarasota Bay, or in the 

alternative, an elevated boardwalk and observation platform overlooking the tidal mangroves to the 

open waters of Sarasota Bay is proposed. Passive recreational trails, canoe/kayak trails and 

boardwalk access to natural areas are needed in this area. 

These passive recreational amenities along with interpretive signage describing the natural 

communities and history of the area are intended to support enhanced access and educational 

opportunities. 

Any physical improvements to the property will be done with the idea of retaining or mitigating the 

natural communities. The Division of Historical Resources will be consulted with regard to all 

proposed uses of the Cortez Preserve to insure protection of the historic and cultural resources- 

There will be a Cortez Preserve entrance sign, located at the 1912 Schoolhouse. The sign will 

identify the participants - (Florida Communities Trust Preservation 2000 Program, Manatee County) 

in the acquisition and the hours of operation. In addition, any public relations activities, including 

brochures, will include the fact that the property is publicly owned and operated as a natural 

conservation area. 
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FCT will be notified and approval requested in the event that any further site alterations or physical 

improvements not addressed in this Management Plan are contemplated. 

Master Site Plan 

The Master Site Plan (current and proposed) is included in the Supporting Documents Section of this 

Management Plan. 

Permits 

An Administrative Permit / Final Site Plan issued by the Manatee County Planning Department will 

be required. This Final Site Plan will identify all public access, environmental restoration and 

construction activity on the site. A Building Permit will be required by the Manatee County 

Building Department for all renovation work on the 1912 Schoolhouse. 

Should a prescribed bum be recommended after consultation with the Florida Division of Forestry 

and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, a bum permit will be required from 

the Manatee County Environmental Management Department. 

In addition, a Florida Department of Environmental Protection Environmental Resources Permit for 

1) dredge and fill activities to restore the historic tidal circulation cut tec the saltwater pond on the 

site; 2) the construction of public access improvements (boardwalks) on the submerged lands to 

access Sarasota Bay and 3) the placement of buoys for exclusion of jet skies and other types of 

motorized personal water craft (PWC) within the nearshore riparian areas will be required. 

Copies of all required permits will be forwarded to FCT and made part of the Management Plan. 

Easements. Concessions and Leases 

There are no easements directly on the Sailors property. The Florida Department of Transportation 

(DOT) holds a perpetual access and maintenance easement on property directly abutting the eastern 

border of the property for maintenance of a DOT retention pond. 

Public records do not indicate any easements on the Schewe property. It should be noted that a sixty 

foot wide strip of land for 45th Avenue Dr. W. runs directly south of the Sailors property and directly 

north of the Schewe property. This remains an easement of record even though the roadway was 

never constructed. The DOT perpetual access and maintenance easement described above crosses 

this county owned right-of-way to provide outfall conveyance for the DOT retention pond. This 

right-of-way is generally cleared of any native vegetation and is impacted by exotics, predominately 

Brazilian pepper and has been used by the public as a walking path. 

A copy of the 1982 Property Appraiser's map is included in the Supporting Documents section. 
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There are no new easements proposed for the Cortez Preserve. 

The grounds and schoolhouse will be available for use by community groups, individuals and other 

interested parties. Any fees generated as a result of usage will be accounted for in separate accounts 

by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Manatee County and used for the restoration and operation of 

the Cortez Preserve. No fee based activities have been identified for the Cortez Preserve at this time. 

In the event that fee based activities or leases are contemplated in the future, they will be forwarded 

to FCT for review and approval prior to formal action by the Manatee County Board of County 

Commissioners. 

There are no existing or proposed concessions or leases to the site. In the event that there is a change 

involving any lease of any interest, the operation of any concession, any sale or option, or the 

granting of any other management contract, the following procedures would be implemented. First, 

the appropriate contract and/or lease would be developed by the County Attorney's Office in 

cooperation with the proposed contractor. FCT would be notified in writing, requesting input and 

approval at least 60 days prior to this information being presented to the Manatee County Board of 

County Commissioners for formal action. 

Key Management Activities 

Natural Resource Protection 

Natural communities, existing and restored will be protected from exotic plant reinfestations through 

periodic survey and manual clearing. Herbicide control will be used only where manual control is 

not practical, and in this event, only those herbicides approved for aquatic or adjacent to aqualic 

habitat will be used. 

Sheriff Department's road gang, guided by the Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator or 

other individual skilled in plant identification, will be used to conduct the first removals in areas 

infested with exotics, followed by periodic maintenance which is required as a continuing obligation 

of property management in light of nearby seed sources on other public right-of-way and private 

property. 

The restoration plans for the wetlands will be a joint project between Manatee County, me Sarasota 

Bay National Estuary Program (SBNEP), which will provide assistance in obtaining grant funding 

for design and SWIM or private contractor who will undertake the actual restoration. 

An attempt to restore tidal flow to the remnant salt flat will be made with a small diameter culvert, 

however, it is not certain whether there is sufficient salt concentration remaining in the remnant area 

to preclude the reestablishment or natural recruitment of salt tolerant grasses or mangroves. These 

conditions will be monitored to provide for either natural restoration or transition as conditions 

dictate. 
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In order to protect seagrasses, manatees and wading bird habitat, Manatee County will exercise its 

best efforts to establish by local ordinance the exclusion of jet skies and other types of motorized 

personal water craft (PWC) within the nearshore riparian areas. Buoys and appropriate signage will 

be placed on the shoreline. 

Exotic plants 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, the saltwater pond, including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus 

terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% 

of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these 

have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk 

diameters of less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all 

sizes and collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

Removal of the exotic plants is scheduled to occur after the archeological study has been completed. 

Removal will be by cutting and treating the stumps with an approved 'herbicide to prevent new 

shoots from sprouting. In some cases, stumps will be removed by grinding or pulling. This will 

occur in public access, utility routing or tidal flow restoration situations. 

Thirty of the large Australian pines were part of a school landscaping project in the 1940's. 

Community sentiment indicates that the twenty-four healthy and acceptably placed specimens of this 

group should remain. Appropriate pruning for removal of dead wood and scale reduction is planned 

for these trees. Should these remaining Australian pines become weakened over time from disease 

or storms and removed, they will not be replaced with Australian pine. 

There is a wide variety of other plant species utilized as landscaping near the building. These will 

be maintained as domestic landscaping. 

Restoration will take three different forms. In about half of the affected areas there is sufficient 

native vegetation to dominate once the exotics are removed. In bare areas designated for natural 

restoration a mixture of appropriate plants will be installed to closely mimic the natural system 

following the recommendations of the SWFWMD SWIM and SBNEP restoration plan and 

requirements of the FDEP Environmental Restoration Permit. Domestic landscaping will be guided 

by both historical perspective and following the recommendations of the Florida Yards and 

Neighborhoods Program. 

Listed Species 
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David A. Tomasko, Ph.D., Senior Environmental Scientist for the Surface Water Improvement and 

Management (SWIM) Section of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 

conducted an onsite visit on April 10,1998 and noted numerous species including: Brown Pelicans 

(SSC), White Ibis (SSC), Great Blue Herons, Little Blue Herons (SSC), Snowy Egrets (SSC), 

Cormorants, Red-shouldered Hawk, Blue Crabs, American Oysters, Barnacles, Hermit Crabs, Hard 

Shell Clams, Periwinkles, Stone Crabs (evidence of). Horseshoe Crabs, Florida Crown Conchs, 

Mullet, Mosquito Fish and various Polycheate Worms. (Designated status from Florida Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Commission (now known as the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission) Report of Florida's Endangered Species. Threatened Species and Species of Special 

Concern - Official Lists dated August 1, 1997.) 

Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the University of Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service and the Manatee County Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator conducted an onsite 

visit on April 8, 1998 with a follow-up visit in early 1999. He noted six identifiable habitats with 

numerous transition variants contained on the property: Coastal Uplands (Coastal Berm - 3220: 

Maritime Hammock - 322/425), Mesic Flatlands (Mesic Flatwoods - 411/414) and Marine & 

Estuarine (Tidal Swamp - 612; Unconsolidated Substrate - 310; and Composite Substrate). 

(Designations are found in the Florida Department of Natural Resources Guide to the Natural 

Communities of Florida, and the Florida Department of Transportation's Florida Land Use. Cover. 

and Forms Classification System.) 

/ 

There are no evident species of plants occurring on the site that are listed as endangered or 

threatened in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. One fern, Acrostichum danaeifolium, or giant 

leather fern is listed as being commercially exploited. 

Thirty four or more native plant species naturally occur. It is anticipated that other species will 

emerge or become obvious following the removal of invasive exotics. Some seasonal herbations and 

grass species, typical of these communities may not have been visible due to the season of 

observation. 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, the saltwater pond including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus 

terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% 

of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these 

have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk 

diameters of less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all 

sizes and collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

A copy of both reports are contained in the Supporting Documents. 
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Imperiled/Critically Imperiled Communities 

Alien Gamer noted six identifiable habitats with numerous transition variants contained on the 

property: Coastal Uplands (Coastal Berm - 3220: Maritime Hammock - 322/425), Mesic Flatlands 

(Mesic Flatwoods - 411/414) and Marine & Estuarine (Tidal Swamp - 612; Unconsolidated 

Substrate - 310; and Composite Substrate). (Designations are found in the Florida Department of 

Natural Resources Guide to the Natural Communities of Florida, and the Florida Department of 

Transportation's Florida Land Use. Cover, and Forms Classification System.) 

The Guide to The Natural Communities of Florida. February 1990 edition classifies the above 

habitats as follows, using the global and state ranks: Coastal Berm - G3?/S2; Maritime Hammock - 

G4/S3; Mesic Flatwoods - G?/S4; Tidal Swamp - G3/S3; Unconsolidated Substrate - G5/S5; and 

Composite Substrate - G3/S3. 

Coordination with the Florida Division of Forestry (DOF), the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission will determine the feasibility of a bum plan. Should a prescribed bum 

be recommended, a bum permit will be required from the Manatee County Environmental 

Management Department. If recommended, a coordinated outreach program will be developed to 

educate surrounding land owners as to the benefits of prescribed fire. A copy of the Management 

Plan will be submitted to both agencies within eighteen months of acquisition for review and 

comment. The determination and/or plan will be submitted to FCT for review and approval prior 

to inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Geological Features 

There are no unusual geological features located on the site. 

Water Quality 

The existing saltwater pond is being minimally impacted from stormwater discharge and is under 

a transition in plant dominance from mangrove to weedy exotics. Reestablishing tidal flow to this 

pond through enhanced tidal circulation along an historic, but blocked tidal creek through uplands 

is considered the most important step to regain ecological balance and water quality control. An 

enhanced circulation cut through the unconstructed right-of-way of 45th Avenue W. will also be 

constructed as part of this effort to reestablish tidal flow. Manatee County will be coordinating this 

restoration work with the SBNEP, and SWFWMD, under the SWIM program. 

Decades of illegal dumping extending over public right-of-way and spilling onto adjacent private 

property is contributing to stormwater runoff pollution to the submerged lands, tidal creek and 

mosquito control ditches interconnected to Sarasota Bay. Mechanical and hand removal of many 

tons of accumulated trash, metal and construction/demolition debris will improve stormwater quality 

in non-point discharges by removing the source of contaminants. 
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Natural Areas Inventory 

Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the University of Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service and the Manatee County Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator conducted an onsite 

visit on April 8, 1998 with a follow-up visit in early 1999. His report used designations found in 

the Florida Department of Natural Resources Guide to the Natural Communities of Florida, and the 

Florida Department of Transportation's Florida Land Use, Cover, and Forms Classification System.) 

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory will be notified in writing whenever new species are identified. 

This information will be forwarded to FCT for inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Vegetative Communities 

The following is a descriptive list of those vegetative communities that were identified by Alien 

Gamer: Coastal Uplands (Coastal Berm - 3220: Maritime Hammock - 322/425), Mesic Flatlands 

(Mesic Flatwoods - 411/414) and Marine & Estuarine (Tidal Swamp - 612; Unconsolidated 

Substrate - 310; and Composite Substrate). (Designations are found in the Florida Department of 

Natural Resources Guide to the Natural Communities of Florida, and the Florida Department of 

Transportation's Florida Land Use. Cover, and Forms Classification System.) 

The Guide to The Natural Communities of Florida. February 1990 edition classifies the above 

habitats as follows, using the global and state ranks: Coastal Berm - G3?/S2; Maritime Hammock - 

G4/S3; Mesic Flatwoods - G?/S4; Tidal Swamp - G3/S3; Unconsolidated Substrate - G5/S5; and 

Composite Substrate - G3/S3. 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, the saltwater pond including the 

tidal stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. 

Restoration will take three different forms. In about half of the affected areas there is sufficient 

native vegetation to dominate once the exotics are removed. In bare areas designated for natural 

restoration a mixture of appropriate plants will be installed to closely mimic the natural system 

following the recommendations of the SWFWMD, SWIM and SBNEP restoration plan and 

requirements of the FDEP Environmental Restoration Permit. Domestic landscaping will be guided 

by both historical perspective and following the recommendations of the Florida Yards and 

Neighborhoods Program. 

Inventory of Plant and Animal Species 

Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the University of Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service and the Manatee County Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator conducted an onsite 

visit on April 8, 1998 with a follow-up visit in early 1999. 
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There are no evident species of plants occurring on the site that are listed as endangered or 

threatened in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. One fern, Acrostichum danaeifolium, or giant 

leather fern is listed as being commercially exploited. 

Thirty four or more native plant species naturally occur. It is anticipated that other species will 

emerge or become obvious following the removal of invasive exotics. Some seasonal herbations and 

grass species, typical of these communities may not have been visible due to the season of 

observation. 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site acreage but constitute over half of the 

total vegetation cover by volume. Former playfields, dirt roads, saltwater pond including the tidal 

stream and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus terebinthefolius 

(Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) account for over 90% of the invasive 

exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 large Australian pines. Most of these have trunks of 

approximately 2 foot diameter. There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk diameters of 

less than 10". The quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all sizes and 

collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist ofMalaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis 

anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

^ 

David A. Tomasko, Ph.D., Senior Environmental Scientist for the Surface Water Improvement and 

Management (SWIM) Section of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 

conducted an onsite visit on April 10, 1998 and noted numerous species including: Brown Pelicans 

(SSC), White Ibis (SSC), Great Blue Herons, Little Blue Herons (SSC), Snowy Egrets (SSC), 

Cormorants, Red-shouldered Hawk, Blue Crabs, American Oysters, Barnacles, Hermit Crabs, Hard 

Shell Clams, Periwinkles, Stone Crabs (evidence of), Horseshoe Crabs, Florida Crown Conchs, 

Mullet, Mosquito Fish and various Polycheate Worms. (Designated status from Florida Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Commission (now known as the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission) Report of Florida's Endangered Species. Threatened Species and Species of Special 

Concern - Official Lists dated August 1, 1997.) 

A copy of these reports are contained in the Supporting Documents. 

Rare Species Monitoring Plan 

At the present time, and according to the reports of Alien Gamer and David Tomasko (noted above), 

there are no threatened, or endangered plant and animal species present on the Cortez Preserve. 

Therefore, no rare species monitoring plan is proposed. 

Under the auspices of the ongoing Florida Yards and Neighborhood project, the property will be 

continually monitored for any occurrence of a listed plant. In the event of a future occurrence, arare 

species monitoring plan will be developed and submitted to FCT for review and approval prior to 
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inclusion in the management plan. 

If the annual avian survey conducted by the Audubon Society indicates the presence of any roosting 

listed species, a monitoring plan will be developed and submitted to FCT for review and approval 

prior to inclusion in the management plan. 

Additionally, Manatee County will submit management recommendations for protection of the listed 

species to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for review and comment prior 

to implementing the monitoring plan. Documentation will be submitted to FCT, prior to 

implementation and inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Wetlands Management 

Submerged, tidal, connected and isolated wetlands on the property are subject to thejurisdictional 

purview of Manatee County, Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE). 

Prior to any work in these wetland areas the proper permits will be obtained and copies provided to 

FCT. 

The restoration plans for the wetlands will be a joint project between Manatee County, the Sarasota 

Bay National Estuary Program (SBNEP), which will provide assistance in obtaining grant funding 

for design and SWIM or private contractor who will undertake the actual restoration. Once the 

project is complete, the wetlands will be appropriately managed to ensure their long-term viability. 

Protection Plan 

Natural communities, existing and restored will be protected from exotic plant reinfestations through 

periodic survey and manual clearing. Herbicide control will be used only where manual control is 

not practical, and in this event, only those herbicides approved for aquatic or adjacent to aquatic 

habitat will be used. 

At the present time, and according to the reports of Alien Gamer and David Tomasko, there are no 

threatened, or endangered plant and animal species present on the Cortez Preserve. 

Under the auspices of the ongoing Florida Yards and Neighborhood project, the property will be 

continually monitored for any occurrence of a listed plant. In the even of a future occurrence, a rare 

species monitoring plan will be developed and submitted to FCT for review and approval prior to 

inclusion in the management plan. 

If the annual avian survey conducted by the Audubon Society indicates the presence of any roosting 

listed species, a monitoring plan will be developed and submitted to FCT for review and approval 

prior to inclusion in the management plan 
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In the event that any new or additional listed plant and or animal species is found on the Cortez 

Preserve, the appropriate notification forms will be completed and forwarded to the Florida Natural 

Areas Inventory (FNAI) office. Copies of the forms that will be used are included in the Supporting 

Documents. 

To ensure the initial plan and focus of management of the property is not inconsistent with 

complementary state activities and actions, a copy of this management plan will be submitted for 

review and comment by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission within eighteen 

months of acquisition by FCT. A copy of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

comments will be included in the Management Plan. 

Resource Enhancement 

The following work will be done to enhance the resources of the property: A) elimination of exotic 

species (1.3 acres); B) replanting with native vegetation (1.3 acres); C) elimination of obstructions 

to the natural drainage and reconnecting the saltwater pond to Sarasota Bay via mosquito control 

ditches (.6 acres). 

A. Removal of Invasive Exotics 

Using the Exotic Pest Plant Council's List of Florida's Most Invasive Species as a reference tool and 

which is included in the Supporting Documents section of this plan. Alien Gamer identified the 

following exotics on the site: Schinus terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper), Casurina equisetifolia 

(Australian Pine) Malaluca leucadendra (Punk tree), Cupaniopsis anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and 

Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

Removal of the exotic plants is scheduled to occur after the archeological study has been completed. 

Removal will be by cutting and treating the stumps with an approved herbicide to prevent new 

shoots from sprouting. In some cases, stumps will be removed by grinding or pulling. This will 

occur in public access, utility routing or tidal flow restoration situations. 

Thirty of the large Australian pines were part of a school landscaping project in the 1940's. 

Community sentiment indicates that the twenty-four healthy and acceptably placed specimens ofihis 

group should remain. Appropriate pruning for removal of dead wood and scale reduction is planned 

for these trees. Should these remaining Australian pines become weakened over time from disease 

or storms and removed, they will not be replaced with Australian pine. 

B. Replanting native vegetation 

There is a wide variety of other plant species utilized as landscaping near the building. These will 

be maintained as domestic landscaping. 

Restoration will take three different forms. In about half of the affected areas there is sufficient 
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native vegetation to dominate once the exotics are removed. In bare areas designated for natural 

restoration a mixture of appropriate plants will be installed to closely mimic the natural system. 

Domestic landscaping will be guided by both historical perspective and following the 

recommendations of the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program. 

Natural communities, existing and restored will be protected from exotic plant reinfestations through 

periodic survey and manual clearing. Herbicide control will be used only where manual control is 

not practical, and in this event, only those herbicides approved for aquatic or adjacent to aquatic 

habitat will be used. 

C. Elimination of obstructions 

To improve water quality, the tidal creek will be cleared of all exotics, and a remnant natural swale 

which has transitioned to uplands over decades of erosion and sedimentation will be widened and 

deepened so that tidal flow can reconnect to the saltwater pond. The remnant tidal swale will then 

be reconnected to Sarasota Bay by excavating a channel through the existing unconstructed 45th 

Avenue Dr. W. right-of-way and abutting uplands of the Schewe property to tie into to a remnant 

mosquito control ditch which passes through the submerged lands. 

Draft Bum Plan 

^ 

Coordination with the Florida Division of Forestry (DOF), the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission will determine the feasibility of a bum plan. Should a prescribed bum 

be recommended, a bum permit will be required from the Manatee County Environmental 

Management Department. If recommended, a coordinated outreach program will be developed to 

educate surrounding land owners as to the benefits of prescribed fire. A copy of the Management 

Plan will be submitted to both agencies within eighteen months of acquisition for review and 

comment. The determination and/or plan will be submitted to FCT for review and approval prior 

to inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Removal of Feral Animals 

At this time feral animals have not been observed on the property. Periodic monitoring of the site 

by the manager will determine the existence of feral animals in the future. Should a feral specie be 

identified as a target for removal. Manatee County Animal Services, a division of the Public Safety 

Department will coordinate their removal and/or disposal. 

Archaeological and Historic Resource Protection 

Historical and Archaeological Survey 

A report, entitled Cortez Area Study. Background Report, prepared in 1982 by the Manatee County 

Planning and Development Department (Planning Department) states in relation to other property 
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in the area that: "There are five documented archaeological sites located on the Cortez Peninsula, 

however a complete inventory has not been done. Three sites, an Indian shell mound and 2 Indian 

burial grounds have been located on Tidy Island. The developer has agreed to preserve these sites 

by incorporating them into a passive recreation area. The Cortez Midden, an Indian shell mound, 

located on the mouth ofPalma Sola Bay near the marina has received the Special Treatment zoning 

designation, affording it specific protection from major earthmoving, mining and industrial activities 

under the Special Treatment Overlay District. The fifth site, the Placidid Mound was destroyed by 

development." 

According to Bill Burger, a local archeologist who has conducted surveys in the area for both 

Manatee County and the State of Florida, the five sites are listed in the Florida Master Site File as 

follows: Tidy Island/Cow Point - 8MA/2 (a), (b), and (c); Cortez Midden - 8MA22/140 and Placidid 

Mound - 8MA39. No official archeological survey has been conducted at the Cortez Preserve site. 

In 1992, the Cortez Village Historical Society and the Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

received funding from the Florida Division of Historical Resources to undertake the Cortez Fishing 

Village Historic Properties Survey, which provided a basis for the nomination of the village as a 

Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places. The 1912 Schoolhouse is described in 

the Inventory section of the report as "Built during Cortez's incorporation period and served as a 

community school until 1962. One of only a few historic buildings in the district not of frame 

construction, this brick structure with Spanish Revival elements has been 'converted into a residence 

and stuccoed." 

The National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form cites the 1912 Schoolhouse twice. The 

first reference under Public Buildings states: "A new school was built in 1912. Located at 4415 

119th Street West, it has a recessed central entrance sheltered by a shaped portico. The portico is 

defined by classically-inspired wood piers. The brick exterior was covered with stucco in the early 

1960's. Otherwise, the building retains its original floor plan, architectural detailing and character." 

The second reference states: "Growth of the village necessitated the erection of a larger and more 

modem building in 1912, the Cortez Rural Graded School. The building, one of the first brick 

schools in Manatee County, housed grades one through eight in two classrooms and was erected at 

a cost of $8,000.... The Cortez School was also used as a community center and a hurricane shelter. 

A "Mother"s Club of Cortez" was formed in 1918 to provide support to the school. A Federal 

Works Progress Administration project during the Depression years was the addition of an 

auditorium with a stage between the two classrooms. The building remained in use as a school until 

1961." 

The Village of Cortez was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on March 16,1995 as 

a National Historic District. The 1912 Schoolhouse is listed as a contributing structure in the 

District. The Village is identified in the Florida Master Site File as 8MA975 and the Schoolhouse 

is identified separately as 8MA664. 

When Mr. Sailors purchased the building he added the kitchen and small solarium on the rear of the 
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stage, renovated the bathrooms, installed a kitchen and walled in the garden area on the north side 

of the schoolhouse. 

Once acquired by Manatee County, and prior to use as a public facility, the schoolhouse will have 

to be brought up" to current code. The Manatee County Facilities Management and Building 

Departments conducted an on site evaluation and determined the following needs: 1) repair and 

patch exterior stucco as needed; 2) repair ceilings replacing wood as needed, also repair sagging 

ceiling in South room; 3) remove wallpaper, veneer bricks, and plaster that is falling, fir and drywall 

over bricks in south room, patch and refinish interior walls as needed throughout; 4) rework steps 

to stage to meet code; 5) repair and/or replace and refinish wood flooring as needed, including 

reinforcing areas where floor is springy; 6) repair or replace windows as needed, including screens; 

7) extend framing above bathrooms in north room, finish walls, meet ADA requirements; 8) add 

water drinking fountains; 9) install hand rails on steps as needed; 10) install 5 ton A/C unit, with heat 

pump to handle main center section and 3 ton unit with heat pump for each side room with duct work 

to be installed under the building; 11) upgrade electrical panel, add exit lights and emergency back 

up lighting; 12) clean exterior and interior of building, including roof; 13) paint interior and exterior; 

14) install handicapped ramp. A parking lot that would include twelve regular and one handicapped 

parking spaces, entry apron and exit apron will also be needed. Plans are to use paver block or other 

pervious material meeting ADA requirements for the parking area. A copy of the report is included 

in the Supporting Documents. While a security system is not listed in the report, one would be 

installed. 

No formal decision has been made concerning the removal or refurbishment of the kitchen area. An 

addendum to the Management Plan will be submitted to FCT if necessary after a decision has been 

made. 

Renovations of the 1912 Schoolhouse will be coordinated with the Division of Historical Resources 

and copies of the plans will be submitted for review and to create a file on the project. If any 

renovations are done with the purpose of restoring the structure to its original form, grant 

applications may be submitted for additional funding. All historical renovations will be done in 

accordance with the U.S. Secretary of the Interior's guidelines. 

The Cortez Preserve is currently vacant and as such has experienced illegal dumping, however no 

damage to the Schoolhouse has been noted. Until the Schoolhouse is open on a regular basis, with 

staff, the citizens of the Village of Cortez will be encouraged to report suspicious and/or illegal 

activity to the authorities. 

An alarm system will be installed inside the 1912 Schoolhouse, which will be connected to and 

monitored by the Public Safety Department, through the Emergency Operations Center. The 

Manatee County Sheriffs Office will respond to emergencies. There is no plan to fence the site for 

protective measures, other than to upgrade the current barriers to vehicular trespass on the County 

right-of-way to control illegal dumping. 
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While archeological surveys have been conducted in various locations surrounding the Cortez 

Preserve, none have been conducted on the site itself. Therefore, a formal archeological survey will 

be conducted in accordance with approved methods. This survey will be done prior to any 

subsurface disturbance in conjunction with exotic removal or site restoration, but is not necessary 

for hand clearing of invasive exotics. A grant application will be submitted to the Florida 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources for assistance in funding this survey. Newly 

discovered sites will be assessed for significance and Florida Site File forms will be completed for 

these sites. All recorded and subsequently discovered cultural resources will be assessed for their 

eligibility for nomination to the National Register. Field methods shall follow state approved 

guidelines. 

If archaeological sites are discovered, steps will be taken to insure that they are protected. There will 

be no identification signage in the area. 

No field collection or disturbance of artifacts will be permitted without prior approval from 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources and FCT. All archaeological activities 

involving the protection of cultural resources on the property will be coordinated with the Division 

of Historical Resources. 

Management will use the Sensitivity Zone Map, to determine compliance with the provisions of 

Chapter 267 Florida Statutes, sections 267.061 (2)(a) and (b) and coordinate with the Florida 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources. If necessary. Cultural Resources Mitigation 

shall also be conducted and/or site and structure stabilization established. 

The Division of Historical Resources will be consulted with regards to all proposed uses of the 

Cortez Preserve to insure protection of the historic and cultural resources. 

Education Program 

The Cortez Preserve offers a variety of educational opportunities and partnerships: 1) the historical 

aspects of the Village of Cortez and the fishing industry/ Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

(FISH), Manatee County Historical Resources Department (Clerk of the Circuit Courts) and Cortez 

Village Historical Society; 2) environmental restoration/ Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program and 

SWIM; 3) marine, estuarine environment/Florida Cooperative Extension Service and Sarasota Bay 

National Estuary Program and 4) natural landscaping using Florida Yards/ Florida Cooperative 

Extension Service. 

1. Historical Aspects: There are a number of publications - the "Cortez Walking Tour Guide", which 

is a pamphlet and a book entitled Cortez. Then and Now that are currently being -used for 

informational purposes. In addition, the Cortez Village Historical Society has acquired many photos, 

oral histories, videos, maps and posters which may be made available at the 1912 SchooEhouse. 

The Manatee County Historical Resources Department, Cortez Historical Society and FISH could 
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be instrumental in the development of any new publications. Grant funding may be sought to offset 

the costs of printing. 

Volunteers from the Cortez Village Historical Society have expressed an interest in acting as tour 

guides/ docents in describing the history of both the village and the Schoolhouse. The Manatee 

County Historical Resources Department can provide technical expertise in developing displays and 

associated scripts. 

FISH can also provide historical and cultural information (photos, oral histories and artifacts) for 

displays. 

2. Environmental restoration: Once the restoration is completed, signage will be placed in 

appropriate areas describing the natural environment, plant communities and host habitats. Grant 

funding may be sought to offset these costs. 

3. Marine and estuarine environment: Signage will be designed and placed in appropriate public 

access areas describing the importance of these environments, including any listed species and their 

habitats. Grant funding may be sought to offset these costs. 

4. Florida Yards and Neighborhoods: The Cortez Preserve will be a "working laboratory" to 

implement a Florida Yards Program, under the Cooperative Extension Service with possible 

financial or technical assistance from the SBNEP. FISH will provide volunteers to assist in this 

educational project. 

Each of the above types of educational opportunities will be developed in a coordinated manner 

between the parties involved. The signage which will be placed in various locations (restoration 

areas) will be designed during the construction phases and installed upon completion. Educational 

materials to be used, some of which are already in use, will be made available once the Schoolhouse 

is open for public use. 

Target groups for all educational literature will be all ages, reflecting the current family based 

tourism philosophy being considered by Manatee County, FISH and the Cortez Village Historical 

Society. 

All new educational materials developed by or under the control of Manatee County will include a 

reference to the property as being publicly owned, operated and managed as a natural and cultural 

conservation area. Materials that have already been produced that directly involve the Cortez 

Preserve may be amended to include the FCT contribution in future printings. 

The Cortez Village Historical Society has indicated a willingness to donate a portion of the proceeds 

from sales of historical material to the maintenance of the Cortez Preserve. (See Supporting 

Documents) 
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FISH has indicated a willingness to donate volunteer labor and a portion of the proceeds from the 

annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival towards the maintenance and operation of the Cortez 

Preserve. (See Supporting Documents) 

Greenwav Management 

The Cortez Preserve will enhance the development of the Sarasota-Manatee Gulf Coast Heritage 

Trail, which lists the Village of Cortez as a principle destination with strong historic, cultural, and 

environmental attributes. The Heritage Trail is an integral part of Manatee County's overall 

greenway planning and development effort, which is being planned to link cultural, recreational, 

commercial and environmental areas by hiking, hiking, waterway trails and ecological and riverine 

corridors. 

The Heritage Trail is a joint and collaborative venture of the U.S. Department of the Interior, 

National Park Service, the Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program, Sarasota County, Manatee 

County and City of Sarasota, linking together over 150 sites in Phase I of a two phase, five year 

planning and implementation effort. (See Heritage Trail Map in Supporting Documents) 

The Cortez Preserve will also provide a public canoe/kayak "blueways" destination through the 

mosquito control ditches and salt water tidal pond connection within the property. Manatee County 

is committed to using best efforts to coordinate these Heritage Trails greenway and "blueways" 

aspects with the evolving regional and statewide greenway and recreational trails planning efforts. 

Coordinated Management 

Management of the project property by the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners, 

through the County Administrator's Office will be conducted in a coordinated manner with input 

from the following agencies: 

Florida Division of Forestry 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources 

Florida Department of Community Affairs, Division of Coastal Management 

Southwest Florida Water Management District/SWIM Program 

Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program 

Anna Maria/Westside Fire District (Western Manatee Fire District) 

University of Florida, Cooperative Extension Services 

Audubon Society 

Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage (FISH) 

Manatee County Historical Resources Department (Clerk of the Circuit Court) 

Cortez Village Historical Society 

The Cortez Preserve property is not located within an aquatic preserve, but is adjacem to Sarasota 
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Bay, designated as a SWIM priority water body by SWFWMD in 1996. 

As the owner of the property, Manatee County will have control over any project or program that 

is proposed. Ordinance No. 82-19, adopted by the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners 

on October 26, 1982, which provides rules and regulations governing the conduct of all persons 

using public parks will be in effect. Any subsequent revisions to this Ordinance by the Board of 

County Commissioners will be forwarded to FCT. In the event that other grant program funding is 

sought and awarded for activities associated with the Cortez Preserve, Manatee County will insure 

that the requirements do not conflict with the terms and conditions of the FCT contract. 

Division of Forestry 

Coordination with the Florida Division of Forestry (DOF) will determine the feasibility of using fire 

as a management tool. The Management Plan will be submitted within eighteen months of 

acquisition for review and comment The determination and/or plan will be submitted to FCT for 

review and approval prior to inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

To ensure the initial plan and focus of management of the property is not inconsistent with 

complementary state activities and actions, a copy of this management plan will be submitted for 

review and comment by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission within eighteen 

months of acquisition by FCT. A copy of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

comments will be included in the Management Plan. 

Florida Department of State. Division of Historical Resources 

While archeological surveys have been conducted in various locations surrounding the Cortez 

Preserve, none have been conducted on the site itself. Therefore, a formal archeological survey will 

be conducted in accordance with approved methods. This survey will be done prior to any 

subsurface disturbance in conjunction with exotic removal or site restoration, but is not necessary 

for hand clearing of invasive exotics. A grant application will be submitted to the Florida 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources for assistance in funding this survey. 

Management will use the Sensitivity Zone Map, to determine compliance with the provisions of 

Chapter 267 Florida Statutes, sections 267.061(2)(a) and (b) and coordinate with the Division of 

Historical Resources, Florida Department of State. If necessary. Cultural Resources Mitigation shall 

also be conducted and/or site and structure stabilization established. 

Newly discovered sites will be assessed for significance and Florida Site File forms will be 

completed for these sites. All recorded and subsequently discovered cultural resources will be 

assessed for their eligibility for nomination to the National Register. Field methods shall follow 

state approved guidelines. 
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No field collection or disturbance of artifacts will be permitted without prior approval from 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources and FCT. All archaeological activities 

involving the protection of cultural resources on the property will be coordinated with the Division 

of Historical Resources. 

There have been two different historical studies done of Cortez Village which encompasses the 

Cortez Preserve property: 1) the Cortez Area Study. Background Report, prepared in 1982 by the 

Manatee County Planning and Development Department (Planning Department); and 2) the Cortez 

Fishing Village Historic Properties Survey, which provided a basis for the nomination of the village 

as a Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Renovations of the 1912 Schoolhouse will be coordinated with the Division of Historical Resources 

and copies of the plans will be submitted for review and to create a file on the project. If any 

renovations are done with the purpose of restoring the structure to its original form, grant 

applications may be submitted for additional funding. All historical renovations will be done in 

accordance with the U.S. Secretary of the Interior's guidelines. 

The Division of Historical Resources will be consulted with regards to all proposed uses of the 

Cortez Preserve to insure protection of the historic and cultural resources. 

Florida Department of Community Affairs, Division of Coastal Management 

The Village of Cortez has been designated a Waterfronts Florida Community by the Florida 

Department of Community Affairs, Division of Coastal Management. The Waterfront Florida 

program is designed to revitalize working waterfronts. 

The 1912 Schoolhouse may serve as the office, in later years of the program, for the Waterfronts 

Florida manager, a full time position that is required in order for a community to participate in the 

program. The manager must have an office in the Cortez community per program requirements and 

may be able to contribute to the daily management of the Cortez Preserve. (An alternative site will 

be used as the program office until renovations are complete and a Certificate of Occupancy is 

provided for the Schoolhouse.) The Schoolhouse will serve as an important meeting place for the 

public input and education portions of the Waterfronts Florida program. 

The Waterfronts Florida program provides seed money and technical support so that the local 

communities can identify community goals and then take the necessary steps to achieve them. 

Community goal setting will include the Cortez Preserve. Any goals or actions identified that may 

have an impact on the Cortez Preserve Management Plan will be forwarded to FCT for review and 

comment prior to implementation and become part of the Management Plan, if appropriate. 

Southwest Florida Water Management District/SWIM Program 

Restoration work (removal of exotics, restoration of the tidal stream, and boardwalk development) 
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will be coordinated with the Southwest Florida Water Management District - SWIM Program, to 

ensure these efforts are credited to the restoration goals of the Sarasota Bay SWIM Management 

Plan. 

Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program 

The Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program (SBNEP) will assist Manatee County in obtaining 

financial assistance (federal, state and regional) for the habitat restoration work. SBNEP will 

provide financial assistance for the design of all public access to the site, specifically the boardwalks, 

interpretive signs and brochures. SBNEP, with a restoration consulting firm, will provide assistance 

in designing the restoration plans as well as work with the County in developing a conceptual 

restoration plan. The resulting plans once completed will be forwarded to FCT for review and be 

included in the Supporting Documents. 

Anna Maria/Westside Fire District (Western Manatee Fire District') 

Any and all prescribed bum programs, including educational aspects will be coordinated with the 

Anna Maria/Westside Fire District (Western Manatee Fire District). 

University of Florida, Cooperative Extension Service 

/ 

Domestic landscaping, specifically around the Schoolhouse, will be guided by both historical 

perspective and under the recommendations of the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program 

Coordinator who is employed by the University of Florida, Cooperative Extension Service. The 

Marine Extension Agent would provide assistance in the development of any marine and estuarine 

educational program/signage, patterned after the public presentations conducted by the agent in the 

Cortez community over the past eighteen years in association with the Cortez Commercial Fishing 

Festival held there. 

Audubon Society 

The Audubon Society conducts a yearly Christmas bird count in the Sarasota Bay area, and in 

particular, Cortez Key, which is located directly south of the Cortez Preserve. A formal request will 

be made for them to include the Cortez Preserve in this activity. A request will also be made 

concerning the possibility of including the Cortez Preserve in other programming activities. 

Florida Institute of Saltwater Heritage 

The Florida Institute of Saltwater Heritage (FISH) is a non profit agency organized by residents of 

the Village of Cortez. FISH has agreed to provide volunteers who will assist with 1) the 

maintenance of the newly restored areas; 2) community clean-ups at least four times a year; 3) the 

operation and maintenance of the 1912 Schoolhouse at least four hours a week; 4) provide materials 

for the education program and 5) contribute financially on an annual basis (estimate of S25,000) 
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towards the improvements to the 1912 Schoolhouse. The funds would be generated from the annual 

Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival. (See Supporting Documents) 

Manatee County Historical Resources Department (Clerk of the Circuit Court) 

The staff of the Historical Resources Department, specifically the Education Coordinator and the 

Special Events Coordinator, could provide assistance to the community in developing educational 

tools and planning events. 

Cortez Village Historical Society 

The Cortez Village Historical Society has agreed to assist in the management and/or operation of 

the 1912 Schoolhouse, through the provision of volunteers, historic mementos, including photos, 

books and maps and possible limited financial assistance. (See Supporting Documents) 

Maintenance 

Maintenance activities within the Cortez Preserve consist of: 1) routine upkeep/repair of the building 

structure and mechanical systems; 2) grounds maintenance, such as lawn mowing and landscaping 

and 3) maintenance ofplantings in the natural areas under restoration. 

/ 

The first maintenance activity involves the removal of any accumulated trash and exotic plants. 

These activities will be done by a combination of the Manatee County Sheriffs Office road gang 

and the contractor (either governmental or private) who will be doing the restoration work. 

The routine maintenance of the building and mechanical systems will be done by the Manatee 

County Facilities Management Department. The grounds maintenance will be done through a 

contract with a private firm. Residents of the Village of Cortez will be asked to work with the 

Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator in maintaining the landscaping. 

The maintenance of new native plantings in the restoration sites will be conducted by visual 

inspection/replacement of planted species as necessary and removal of invasive exotics by hand 

weeding on an as needed basis, consistent and in concert with any other requirements of the FDEP 

Environmental Resources Permit. 

Security 

An alarm system will be installed inside the 1912 Schoolhouse, which will be connected to and 

monitored by the Public Safety Department, through the Emergency Operations Center. The 

Manatee County Sheriffs Office will respond to emergencies. There is no plan to fence the site for 

protective measures, other than to upgrade the current barriers to vehicular trespass on the County 

right-of-way to control illegal dumping. 
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The Cortez Preserve is currently vacant and as such has experienced illegal dumping, however no 

damage to the Schoolhouse has been noted. Until the Schoolhouse is open on a regular basis, with 

staff, the citizens of the Village of Cortez will be encouraged to report suspicious and/or illegal 

activity to the authorities. 

Staffing 

There is no existing permanent or volunteer staff on site as the building is vacant. Until the 

Schoolhouse is open for public use no permanent staff will be assigned to the site. The Waterfronts 

Florida Manager will have an office within the Village of Cortez. If this program is still in operation 

when the Schoolhouse is open for public use, the Manager may move their office there. The 

Manager may also be assigned the responsibility of arranging "bookings" for special events. 

Volunteers may be used to assist in operating the office and working special events. 

Staff from the Facilities Management Department will be assigned to conduct routine maintenance 

on the Schoolhouse. Grounds maintenance will be done under contract with an outside company. 

If a different managing entity is approved by the Board of County Commissioners and FCT, in the 

future, staffing changes will be submitted to FCT for inclusion in the Management Plan. 

Cost Estimate and Funding Source 

Costs associated with instituting the management plan and funding sources are described below-: 

Structure and related improvements: The Manatee County Facilities Management and Building 

Departments conducted an on site evaluation and determined the following needs: 1) repair and 

patch exterior stucco as needed; 2) repair ceilings replacing wood as needed, also repair sagging 

ceiling in South room; 3) remove wallpaper, veneer bricks, and plaster that is falling, fur and drywall 

over bricks in South room, patch and refinish interior walls as needed throughout; 4) rework steps 

to stage to meed code; 5) repair and/or replace and refinish wood flooring as needed, including 

reinforcing areas where floor is springy; 6) repair or replace windows as needed, including screens; 

7) extend framing above bathrooms in North room, finish walls, meet ADA requirements; 8) add 

water drinking fountains; 9) install hand rails on steps as needed; 10) install 5 ton A/C unit, with heat 

pump to handle main center section and 3 ton unit with heat pump for each side room with duct work 

to be installed under the building; 11) upgrade electrical panel, add exit lights and emergency back 

up lighting; 12) clean exterior and interior of building, including roof; 13) paint interior and exterior; 

14) install handicapped ramp. A parking lot that would include twelve regular and one handicapped 

parking spaces, entry apron and exit apron will also be needed. Plans are to use paver block or other 

pervious material meeting ADA requirements for the parking area. The estimated costs for these 

improvements is $90,000 to $120,000, without regard to historic needs. Architectural costs are 

estimated at $40,000. These costs may become higher once the official renovation begins. Funding 

would come from Manatee County, grant assistance from the Florida Division of Historical 

Resources annual contributions from FISH and other interested community organizations- A copy 
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of the report is included in the Supporting Documents. While a security system is not listed in the 

report, one would be installed. 

Natural Resources Protection: Natural resources protection involves the elimination of exotic 

species; replantin'g of native vegetation and the elimination of obstructions to the natural drainage 

and reconnecting the saltwater pond to Sarasota Bay via mosquito control ditches. Cost estimates 

are: $ 15,000 for restoration design plan; $20,000 for exotic species removal; $ 10,000 for replanting 

of native vegetation; and $30,000 for elimination of obstructions from the saltwater pond and 

reconnecting to Sarasota Bay. 

Funding for these activities would come from Manatee County, grant assistance under programs 

from the SBNEP and SWIM, in-kind services from FISH, other community organizations and 

donations. 

Recreational Enhancement Activities: This category includes the addition of recreational pedestrian 

trails, boardwalks/bridge over County right-of-way, observation platforms, signage, bike racks, and 

trash cans. Restoration of the 1912 Schoolhouse is described above. 

Cost estimates are: $ 10,000 for recreational trails; $60,000 for boardwalks, $ 15,000 for bridge over 

County right-of-way; $30,000 for two observation platforms; $ 15,000 for signage, $500 for two bike 

racks, and $ 150 for trash cans. 

Funding for these enhancements will be provided by Manatee County, grants assistance under 

programs from the SBNEP and SWIM, FDEP, Bureau of Design Services and Ecosystems 

Restoration programs, contributions from the community (FISH) and other organizations. 

Surveys and Monitoring: In the event that it is determined that surveys are needed for listed species, 

or a formal monitoring system needs to be implemented. Manatee County will provide this service 

through contracted services. The estimated cost is $5,000. 

Archeological and Historical Resource Protection: An archeological survey will have to be 

conducted on the site prior to any subsurface disturbance or site restoration activity, but not for any 

hand clearing activities. It is estimated that this cost will be approximately $3,000 - $4,000. 

Funding will be provided by Manatee County with a grant request to the Florida Division of 

Historical Resources. There are no plans to conduct any historical surveys as the following have 

been done: 1) the Cortez Area Study, Background Report, prepared in 1982 by the Manatee County 

Planning and Development Department (Planning Department); and 2) the Cortez Fishing Village 

Historic Properties Survey, which provided a basis for the nomination of the village as a Historic 

District to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Educational Program: A minimum of four signs will be placed throughout the Cortez Preserve to 

describe differing habitats and restoration activities. Many of the cooperating agencies have already 

developed educational materials which describe the history of the Village of Cortez that may be used 

46 

2512 



at the 1912 Schoolhouse. Any new brochures or other material that may be developed concerning 

the Cortez Preserve will identify the area as having been acquired through the assistance ofFCT and 

that it is being operated as a conservation area. There is no cost estimate available. Funding will 

be provided by a number of sources: grant funding from agencies such as the Division of Historical 

Resources, SWIM, and the SBNEP, contributions, donations from FISH and the Cortez Village 

Historical Society and Manatee County. 

Maintenance: Maintenance activities within the Cortez Preserve consist of: 1) routine upkeep/repair 

of the building structure and mechanical systems; 2) grounds maintenance, such as lawn mowing 

and landscaping and 3) maintenance ofplantings in the natural areas under restoration. There is no 

cost estimate available. 

The first maintenance activity involves the removal of any accumulated trash and exotic plants. 

These activities will be done by a combination of the Manatee County Sheriffs Office road gang 

and the contractor (either governmental or private) who will be doing the restoration work. 

The routine maintenance of the building and mechanical systems will be done by the Manatee 

County Facilities Management Department. The grounds maintenance will be done through a 

contract with a private firm. Residents of the Village of Cortez will be asked to work with the 

Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator in maintaining the landscaping. 

^ 

The maintenance of the native plantings in the restoration sites will be conducted by visual 

inspection/replacement of planted species as necessary and removal of invasive exotics by hand 

weeding on an as needed basis, consistent and in concert with any other requirements of the FDEP 

Environmental Resource permit. Residents of the Village of Cortez will be asked to work with the 

Florida Yards and Neighborhood Coordinator in maintaining the natural areas plantings. 

All maintenance work done by Facilities Management will be budgeted through their operating 

budget. Ground maintenance costs will be budgeted through Parks and Recreation for contracted 

services. Road gang costs are in the Sheriffs Office budget (there are no costs for inmate labor). 

Weekend or other overtime costs incurred by the Sheriffs Office will be budgeted through the Parks 

and Recreation Department. 

Security: The cost of installing and maintaining a security system is estimated at $15,000 and will 

be provided by Manatee County. 

Any upgrades to the current barriers to vehicular trespass on the County right-of-way will be 

budgeted in the Manatee County Transportation Department budget. There is no cost estimate 

available. 

Staffing: After a CO is issued by Manatee County, the 1912 Schoolhouse will be opened for regular 

use. There will be no permanent or part time staff assigned to the site until that time. If the 

Waterfronts Florida manager becomes the manager on site. Manatee County will fund this position 
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at an appropriate level. 

If the above option does not occur, and alternative on site management entities are considered in the 

future, FCT will be notified of these changes prior to implementation. 

Priority Schedule 

Archeological study: Prior to any subsurface disturbance or site restoration work being conducted 

an archeological study must be completed. This is scheduled to begin on or before October 1,2000. 

Restoration efforts: The design portion of the restoration plan is scheduled to begin by January , 

2001. Depending upon grant cycles, implementation (construction) will be started no later than July, 

2002. with completion by July 2004. 

Structural improvements: The rehabilitation of the 1912 Schoolhouse and associated parking lot is 

estimated to begin July 2003. The security system will be installed within six months of acquisition 

(June, 2000). 

Natural resource protection: Some of the plans under this category will be combined with the 

restoration efforts (removal of exotics). Preliminary removal, specifically in the County right of- 

way on Cortez Rd., will begin no later than January 2001. Re planting of native vegetation will be 

an ongoing effort beginning no later than July 2003. 

Education programs: Many of the items which will be used in the education program have already 

been developed by the Cortez Village Historical Society. 

Recreational Amenities: Education signage provided by other funding sources (SBNEP, SWIM) 

will be installed once the construction of the physical amenities including bike racks, trash cans, 

boardwalks, footbridge, pathways, and canoe/kayak trail are completed. Estimated beginning date 

is October 2002, with completion in September 2005. 

Maintenance: Interior maintenance (routine) will be an ongoing process beginning with the actual 

acquisition of the site. Any remaining trash left in the building will be removed immediately by the 

Sheriffs Road gang. Exterior maintenance (the yard) will be provided by a contract with a local 

company. Service will commence upon acquisition of the property. 

Staffing: There is no plan for staff, either full or part time, on site until the 1912 Schoolhouse has" 

been brought up to code for public use and issued a CO by the Manatee County Building 

Department. The estimated date for a staffing decision is October 2005. 

A graphic display of the above timeline is included in the Supporting Documents. 

Monitoring and Reporting 
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Manatee County will prepare an annual Stewardship Report that evaluates progress on the project 

and submit this report on the anniversary date that the Project Plan was approved by FCT. The 

report will discuss the implementation of all projects and plans, under the direction of the County 

Administrator. Input will be sought from those entities which have participated in implementing the 

previous year's activities and adjustments to timelines will be made as appropriate. 

Any proposed modifications to the Management Plan will be submitted to FCT for review and 

approval. 

Supporting Documents 

Master Site Plan (current and proposed) 

Special Management Conditions 

Priority Schedule 

Letter from Mark Alderson, Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program 

Letter from David Tomasko, Ph.D., SWIM Program 

Report from Alien Gamer, Cooperative Extension Service 

Memorandum from Bruce Peebles: ref: Cost estimate for Schoolhouse renovations 

Letter from Mary Green, Cortez Village Historical Society 

Letter from Karen Bell, Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage 

Exotic Pest Plant Council - List of Florida's Most Invasive Species 

Florida Natural Areas Inventory listed species form - animal and plants 

Manatee County Ordinance No. 82-19 (Conduct in Public Parks) 

Heritage Trail Map 

1982 Property Appraiser Map 

Copy of Recorded Deed (when available) 

Grant Award Agreement (when available) 

All other documents, reports and comments from coordinating agencies described in this 

Management Plan will be added upon their completion. 
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VIII. Conditions particular to the project site that must be addressed in the Management Plan 

1. Outdoor recreational facilities including access to Sarasota Bay shall be provided. The 

facilities shall be developed in a manner that allows the general public reasonable access 

for observation and appreciation of the natural resources on the Project Site without 

causing harm to those resources. 

24,25,46 

2. A permanent recognition sign shall be maintained in the entrance area of the Project Site. 

The sign shall acknowledge that the Project Site is open to the public and was purchased 

with funds from the Florida Communities Trust Preservation 2000 Program and the 

Recipient. Such recognition shall also be included in all printed literature and advertising 

associated with the Project Site. 

10,25,39,46 

3. A survey of the vegetative communities and plant species on the Project Site shall be 

conducted. The survey shall be used during development of the site to ensure the 

protection, restoration, and preservation of the natural resources'on the Project Site. 

4,7,28,29,31 

4. The wetland communities that occur on the Project Site shall be preserved, enhanced, and 

appropriately managed to ensure the long-term viability of these communities. 

33 

5. The Project Site shall be managed in a manner that protects and enhances habitat for 

listed wildlife species that utilize or could potentially utilize the Project Site, including 

birds. The development of the management plan shall be coordinated with the Game and 

Fresh Water Fish Commission to ensure the protection of listed species and listed species 

habitat. Periodic surveys shall be conducted of listed species using the Project Site. 

Informational signs relating to the protection of listed animal species and their habitat 

shall be installed on the Project Site. 

6,24,39,43, 46 



6. The water quality of pond on the Project Site shall be improved and the natural hydrology 

of the Project Site shall be restored to a more natural function and shall include the 

restoration of the tidal creek. The FCT Recipient shall coordinate with the Southwest 

Florida Water Management District on the restoration of the hydrology of the Project 

Site. 

23,30,35,45 

7. An ongoing monitoring and control program for invasive vegetation including exotic 

(non-native) and nuisance native plant species shall be implemented at the Project Site. 

The objective of the control program shall be the elimination of invasive exotic plant 

species and the maintenance of a diverse association of native vegetation. The FCT 

Recipient shall reference the Exotic Pest Plant Council's List of Florida's Most Invasive 

Species to assist in identifying invasive exotics on the Project Site. The perimeter row of 

historic Australian pines may remain but shall not be replaced. 

23,27,32,33,44 

8. A feral animal removal program shall be developed and implemented for dogs, cats, 

ducks, and other non-native wildlife that may be found on the Project Site. 

/ 

35 

9. Management of the Project Site shall be coordinated with the land managers of other 

conservation and preservation lands in the project area, including the Audubon Society. 

43 

10. An archeological and historic survey shall be conducted prior to the commencement of 

any proposed development activities in that area. All planned activities involving known 

archeological or historic sites or identified site areas shall be closely coordinated with the 

Department of State, Division of Historical Resources in order to prevent the disturbance 

of significant sites. A protection plan shall be developed in conjunction with the Division 

of Historical Resources for the protection of the 1912 Schoolhouse. 

5,23,28,34,35,37,41,42,46 

11. The parking facility shall be designed to have minimal impacts on natural resources. The 

parking area shall incorporate pervious material wherever feasible. 

24,37.45 

12. No motorized boating facilities shall be provided at the Project Site. The management 

plan shall include provisions to protect seagrass, manatees, and wading bird habitat 

within the riparian area. The FCT Recipient shall exercise its best effort to establish by 
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local ordinance the exclusion of jet skis and other types of motorized personal water 

crafts within the nearshore riparian area. 

24,26,27 

13. Bike parking stands shall be installed at the Project Site to provide an alternative to 

automobile transportation to the Project Site. 

24 

14. The requirements imposed by other grant program funds that may be sought by the FCT 

Recipient for activities associated with the Project Site shall not conflict with the terms 

and conditions of the FCT award. 
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PRIORITY SCHEDULE 

ABC DE F GH 

III III II 

July October January July October July July October 

2000 2000 2001 2002 2002 2003 2005 2005 

A. Maintenance/Security 

B. Archeological Survey 

C. Restoration Efforts (Design) 

Natural Resource Protection (Removal of exotics) 

D. Restoration Efforts (Construction) 

E. Recreational Amenities 

F. Natural Resource Protection (Re planting) 

1912 Schoolhouse Rehabilitation 

G. Education Program 

H. Staffing 

NOTE: Items already completed include: 

1. Survey of vegetative communities 

2. Survey of plant species 

3. Survey of animal species 

4. Historical survey 

5. Rare species monitoring plan (not required at this time) 
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-April 15,1999 

Mr. Charlie Hunsicker 

Ecosystems Manager 

Manatee County Planning Department 

P.O. Box 1000 

Bradenton, Florida 34206 

Dear Charlie: 

The Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program (SBNEP) is pleassd to assist in the purchase 

of the 1912 School House and adjacent property in concert with Manatee County and 

Florida Communities Trust. The adjacent property is suitable for habitat restoration and 

the SBNEP is poised to assist the County in restoring this valuable bay front land. The 

SBNEP has a contract with Scheda Ecological Associates to develop habitat restoration 

plans and designs on SBNEP sponsored restoration sites. The SBNEB will work with the 

County to develop a conceptual design for the site for staff and community input. 

The SBNEP is also committed to seeking federal, state and regional funds for 

construction and is confident that significant funds will be directed al restoring this s5:c as 

has been the case on other sites throughout the Bay. The SBNEP wiU execute a task order 

with Scheda to complete the conceptual design upon request by the County and will 

initiate discussions with the funding Agencies. The SBNEP is also committed to 

providing public access to the site (boardwalks), interpretive signs and brochures. The 

SBNEP has funds budgeted for interpretive signs and brochures and will allocate fines 

for this project. 

Please let us know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Alderson 

Executive Director 

» 
cc: Mr. Ernie Padgett 

Ms. Maggie Marr 

Home of ihe Gulf Coast Herita^.' Tn:' 

5.535 D. Tan-.iami Trail • Sn'tc 10, • Sa-asota. CL 3-.2.5-; 

94)- 559-5841 • FAX 941-250 58^G 

S.'C 549-5841 • sbnep-Sytc-n'-'t ^'ts-^ 
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April 13, 1998 

Anne Peery, Executive Director 

Florida Communities Trust 

2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Room 310 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100 

Dear Ms. Peery: 

Last week, I was asked to survey the property known as the 1912 Cortez 

Schoolhouse and Nature Preserve, in the Town of Cortez, by Ms. Karen Bell ofAP. 

Bell Fish Company. Ms. Bell is a member of the Citizen's Advisory Committee of the 

Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program (SBNEP), and has been working with the 

SBNEP to get the Cortez Schoolhouse site protected through acquisition by the 

Florida Communities Trust program. 

Sarasota Bay has been designated as an estuary of national significance by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency in 1988, and as a SWIM priority water body 

by the Governing Board of the Southwest Florida Water Management District in 

1995. Sarasota Bay has also been designated an Outstanding Florida Water by the 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

This site has great potential as a habitat restoration project. On the northeast conxr 

of the site, an approximately one-half acre saltwater lagoon, fringed with red 

mangroves, has lost its historic tidal connection to the waters ofSarasota Bay. Ai 

present, this lagoon appears to be filled with freshwater from runoffofthe 

surrounding property, and cattails are invading this site from a stormwaier outfall 

abutting Cortez Road. Without its historic tidal connection, this once-iinponant 

saltwater fisheries nursery will probably eventually degrade into a monospecrfic entail; 

marsh with little habitat value. However, restoring the historic tidal connection would 

only involve clearing out and regrading an approximately 400-foot section of the sow- 

blocked tidal creek. In a similar project in Punta Gorda, it was found that projecs 

such as this can be highly effective at restoring important saltwater fisheries lhabiuis a 

relatively little cost to the taxpayers. 

The purchase of the 1912 Cortez Schoolhouse site would allow the SWIM Prognm 

and the SBNEP to move forward with habitat restoration activities at this Icrcatirc. 

Such activities would include the design, permitting and construction ofaju-venik fish 

nursery restoration project with a minimum level of effort and a maximum amoir; of 

benefit. 

In my opinion, the potential for developing a successful habitai restoration proje.-: at 



this location with a low cost to benefit ratio makes the purchase of the 1912 Cortez 

Schoolhouse site a high priority for the continued restoration of Sarasota Bay- As 

the author of the Sarasota Bay SWIM Plan, I feel that acquisition of this property 

would be consistent with the land acquisition and habitat restoration criteria noted in 

that-, plan. 

Sincerely, / 

^^-'^f^ 

David A. Tomasko, Ph.D. 

Senior Environmental Scientist 

Surface Water Improvement 

and Management (SWIM) Section 

Resource Projects Department 

enclosure 



Species List from Cortez Schoolhouse and Nature Preserve - April 10, 1998 

Birds: 

Brown pelicans 

White ibis 

Great blue herons 

Little blue herons 

Snowy egrets 

Cormorants 

Red-shouldered hawk 

Vegetation; 

Mangroves (red, black, white) 

High marsh vegetation [Spartina patens, Distich! is spicata, etc.) 

Seagrass meadows (widgeon grass, shoal grass) 

Slash pines 

Longleaf pines 

Oaks 

Crustaceans: 

Blue crabs 

American oysters 

Barnacles 

Hermit crabs 

Hard shell clams 

Periwinkles 

Stone crabs (evidence of) 

Horseshoe crabs 

Florida crown conchs 

Other: 

Mullet 

Mosquito fish 

Various polycheate worms 
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1912 Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Field Assessment - April 8,1998 

By: Alien Garner, University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service 

This site includes several natural and human influenced habitats. Originally, the property 

would have been about half pine flatwoods, one fourth saltwater wetland or pond and the 

remaining fourth a mixture of salt flats, maritime forest and transitional zones. 

Currently the property consists of the building and school grounds, natural saltwater pond 

with adjoining tidal creek, pine flatwoods, a patch of former playfield overrun by invasive exotics, 

and a remnant of salt flat. 

Of particular concern is the number and variety of invasive exotic plants that are ready to 

dominate this site in the next few years if their growth is left unchecked. There is also a need to 

re-establish historical tidal flows to the salt water pond. The cumulative effect of Australian Pine 

debris, Brazilian Pepper growth, and human activities have significantly'decreased the water 

exchange between the pond and the bay. 

The following is a list of the plants identified on this site: 

Invasive Exotic Plants 

Scinus terebinthefolius . . 

Casurina equisetifolia . . . 

Malaluca leucadendra ... 

Cupaniopsis anacardiopsis 

Ficus nitida ........... 

Brazilian Pepper 

. Australian Pine 

..... Punk Tree 

.... Carrotwood 

. . . Cuban Laurel 

Native Species (naturally occurring) 

Sabal palmetto .......... 

Serenoa repens .... 

Quercus virginiana . 

Pinus elliottii...... 

Pinus palustris .... 

Rhizophora mangle . 

Avicennia germinans 

Languncularia racemosa 

. . Cabbage Palm 

. . Saw Palmetto 

...... Live Oak 

..... Slash Pine 

. Long Leaf Pine 

. . Red Mangrove 

Black Mangrove 

White Mangrove 
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1912 Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Page Two 

Native Species (naturally occurring continued) 

Conocarpus erectus ......................... Buttonwood 

Acrostichum danaeifolium ............... Giant Leather Fern 

Myrsine guianensis .............................. Myrsine 

Ficus aurea ................................ Strangler Fig 

Iva imbricata ................................ Beach Elder 

Sesuvium portulacastrum ..................... Sea purslane 

Sporobolus virginicus .................... Seashore dropseed 

Solidago sempervirens ................... Seaside goldenrod 

Osmunda cinnamome ...................... Cinnamon Fern 

Dalbergia ecastophyllum ........................ Coin Vine 

Myrica cerifera .............................. Wax Myrtle 

Vitis spp ................................... Wild Grape 

Smilex rotundifolia ............................. Cat Brier 

Rhus copallina ............................ Shining Sumac 

Baccharis halimifblia ............................ Saltbush 

Toxicodendron radicans ........................ Poison Ivy 

Callicarpus americana ........................ Beauty Berry 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia ................ Virginia Creeper 

Juniperus silicicola ..................... Southern Redcedar 

Pteridium aquilinum ......................... Bracken fem 

Zanthoxylum fagara ........................... Wild Lime 

Yucca filamentosa ............................ Bear Grass 

Forestiera segregata ......................... Florida Privet 

Suriana maritina .............................. Bay Cedar 

Distichlis spicata .............................. Salt Grass 

Paspalum distichum ........................ Salt Jointgrass 

Landscape Plants 

Roystonea alata ............................. Royal Palm 

Paurotis wrightii ......................... Everglades Palm 

Washingtonia robusta ..................... Washington Palm 

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens ..................... Areca Palm 

Caryota mitis .............................. Fishtail Palm 

Rhaphis excelsa .............................. Lady Palm 

Phoenix dactylifera ............................ Dale Palm 

Butia capitata ............................... Pindo Palm 

Manqifera indica ................................. Mango 

Persea americana .............................. Avocado 

Citrus spp ............................... Citrus varieties 

Callistemon viminalis .................. Weeping Botilebrush 



1912 Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Page Three 

Landscape Plants (continued) 

Coccoloba uvifera ............................. Sea Grape 

Zamia furfuracea ......................... Cardboard Palm 

Cycas revoluta ............................... King Sago 

Dietes vegeta ............................... African Iris 

Philodendron selloum ................ Split-Leaf Philodendron 

Rhaphiolepsis indica ................. Dwarf Indian Hawthorn 

Plumeria rubra ............................... Frangipani 

Pittosporum tobira ........................... Pittosporum 

Liriope muscari ................................. Lily turf 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis ........................... Hibiscus 

Crassula argentea ............................. Jade Plant 

Kalanchoe spp ............................... Kalanchoe 

Sansevaria trifasciata ......................... Snake Plant 

Euphorbia temcalli ........................... Pencil Plant 

Billbergia spp ................................ Bromeliad 

Codiaum variegatum .............................. Croton 

Bursera simaruba .......................... Gumbo Limbo 

Crinum americanum .......................... Crinum Lily 

Jacaranda accutifolia ........................... Jacaranda 

Ficus elastica .............................. Rubber Plant 

Bougainvillea spp ........................... Bougainvillea 

Rhoeo discolor .............................. Oyster Plant 

Asparagus springer! ........................ Springeri Fem 

Ficus benjamina ............................ Benjamin Fig 

Auracaria excelsa ...................... Norfolk Island Pine 

Dracaena marginata ............................ Dracaena 

Murraya paniculata ........................ Orange Jasmine 

Ligustrumjaponicum ........................ Glossy Privet 

Spathiphylum spp ............................. Peace Lily 

Platycerium spp ........................... Staghorn Fem 

Myristica fragrans .......................... Nutmeg Plant 

Aloe spp ........................................ Aloe 

Musa spp ..................................... Banana 

Cyperus altemifolius ....................... Umbrella Grass 

F:\...\WPDOCS\ALLEN\Cortez School Field Assignment bjr.wpd 



1912 Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Natural Communities 

An assessment of the natural communities and plant species occurring on this 

site was done by Alien Gamer, a landscape architect working for the University of 

Florida Cooperative Extension Service, in 1998. A follow-up review was conducted 

in early 1999. The natural communities are listed by the classification system 

established by the Florida Department of Natural Resources as presented in the 

publication "Guide to the Natural Communities of Florida". The secondary numbers 

serve to reference the corresponding categories from the Florida Department of 

Transportation "Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification" System. 

The entire site is less than 8 feet above sea level in a tidally influenced coastal 

setting. There are elements of 6 different classifications with numerous transition 

variants. 

• Coastal Uplands - Within this broad category two classifications are 

evident on this site: 

o Coastal Berm 322 

o Maritime Hammock 322/425 

• Mesic Flatlands 

o Mesic Flatwoods 411/414 

• Marine & Estuarine - Natural and human influenced areas occur in three 

classifications: 

o Tidal Swamp 612 

o Unconsolidated Substrate 310 

o Composite Substrate 

F:\...\ALLEN\Cortez School Natural Communities bjr.wpd 
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Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Plants of Special Concern 

There are no evident species of plants occurring on this site that are listed as 

endangered or threatened in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. One fern, 

Acrostichum danaeifolium, or giant leather fern is listed as being commercially 

exploited. 

Thirty-four or more native plant species naturally occur on this site (see site 

plant list). It is anticipated that other species will emerge or become obvious 

following the removal of invasive exotic vegetation. Some seasonal herbatious and 

grass species, typical of these communities, may not have been visible due to the 

season of observation. Monitoring of the plant communities to insure health and 

updating the inventory will be conducted by the Manatee County Cooperative 

Extension Service. 

F:\...\ALLEN\Cortez School Plants of Special Concern bjr.wpd 
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1912 Cortez School Environmental Preserve 

Invasive Exotic Vegetation 

Invasive exotic plant species dominate about 1/3 of the site but constitute over 

3/4 of the tree canopy and over half of the vegetation by volume. Former playfields, 

dirt roads and property edges are most impacted by the exotics. Two species, Schinus 

terebinthefolius (Brazilian Pepper) and Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine) 

account for over 90% of the invasive exotics. A recent survey indicates there are 56 

large Australian pines. Most of these have trunks of approximately 2 foot diameter. 

There are also around 200 Australian pines with trunk diameters of less than 10". The 

quantity of Brazilian peppers is many hundreds. They exist in all sizes and 

collectively cover about an acre and a half of land. 

The balance of the invasive exotic species consist of Malaluca leucadendra 

(Punk tree), Cupaniopsis anacardiopsis (Carrotwood) and Ficus nitida (Cuban laurel). 

The plan to remove these plants is scheduled during a two year period starting 

with the acquisition date of the property. Removal will be by cutting and treating the 

stumps with an approved herbicide to prevent new shoots from sprouting. In some 

cases, stumps will be removed by grinding or pulling. This will occur in access, utility 

routing or tidal flow restoration situations. 

Thirty of the large Australian pines were part of a school landscaping project 

in the 1940's. Community sentiment indicates that the Twenty-four healthy and 

acceptably placed specimens of this group should remain. Appropriate pruning for 

removal of dead wood and scale reduction is planned for these trees. 

There is a wide variety of other plant species utilized as landscaping near the 

building. These will be maintained as domestic landscaping. 
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MANATEE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

MEMORA N D U M 

ii^ 

DATE: November 25, 1998 

TO: Maggie Marr. Financial Management , 

^^^ 

THRU: Samuel L. Love Director, Facilities Management 

FROM: Bruce Peebles, Construction Coordinator d^t?. 

SUBJECT: Budget Estimate Range For Cortez School House Renovation 

FMA(98-1792) 

Dear Maggie, 

/ 

After meeting with the construction crews at the Cortez School House to create 

a Punch List of items that we agreed that would have to be addressed in order to use 

the proposed building for Recreational / Museum / Assembly type uses. 

Included in the price range as indicated below would be as follows: 

• Repair and patch exterior stucco as needed. 

• Repair ceilings replacing wood as needed, also repair sagging ceiling in 

South room. 

• Remove wallpaper, veneer bricks, and plaster that is falling off walls, fur 

and drywall over bricks in South room patch and refinish interior walls as 

needed throughout the structure. 

• Rework steps to stage to meet code requirements. 

. 
• Repair, and / or replace, and refinish wood flooring as needed, includes 

reinforcing areas where floor is springy. 

• Repair or replace windows as needed, including screens. 

• Extend framing above bathrooms in North room and finish wails. 

• Renovate both bathrooms to meet ADA accessibility requirements. 

• Add water drinking fountains. 

• Repair, replace rotten wood on front porch columns and soffits as 

needed. 

• Install hand rails on steps as needed. 

• Add 5Ton A/C unit to handle the main center section of the building, and 

3 Ton units for each of the side rooms. Duct work will be run under 

building, and units will be equipped with heat pumps. 

• Upgrade Electrical panel to a 42 Circuit, 225 Amp Service, add exit 
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lights and EBU's throughout the building as required. 

Clean interior and exterior of building, including roof. 

Paint complete interior and exterior of building. 

Install Handicap ramp on the South side of the front porch leading to the 

parking lot handicap space. 

Install one way single lane angled parking lot that would include twelve 

reguFar and one handicap parking space, entry apron and exit apron will 

be needed from public roadway. 

^Estimated Price range for the above mentioned work would be: 

$90,000.0010 $120,000.00 

^Pricing was established without regard to Historical Requirements . 

attached: is a copy of the existing and proposed layout of the structure, and a copy 

of the proposed parking layout. 

\bap 

cc: Office File 
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July 11. 1999 

CORTEZ VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

4416 37 Street, East 

Bradenton, Fl 34203 

(941)756-3784 

E- mail marfulgrae ©aol.com 

Ms. Janet Hoffman 

Planning Dept. 

Fourth Floor 

P.O. BOX 1000 

Bradenton, Fl 34206 

Dear Janet, 

RE: Cortez School House Project 

This is in response to commitments from CVHS to help in the Management of the 

School House, project. I believe that we can best be of service in the following areas. 

1) Recruitment and Training of Volunteers for Museum Tour Guides. We have a 

list of 30 who assist us during the Festival. Many of these have indicated thst 

they would like to be useful throughout the six months that they ara In Florida ( 

Many reside at the Cortez Trailer Park Some are also able to build Display 

booths etc. 

2) The CVHS has an inventory of about $60,000 in books, maps, and posters 

that we will hops to market at the Project, therefore we would like to be involved 

in development of the Gift Shop or Store. Some of our volunteers wiil serve 

there. We will expect to commit a percentage of the proceeds for upkeep of the 

Project 

3) We have an experienced person who is interested in planning the use of the 

facility for receptions, etc. She has 20 years experience in the Army. Now works 

as a D. J,, playing for such events. She will be Invaluable in this. 

4.1 am most interested in being involved in Grant Writing and Publicity and ths; 

is where I can best be used . When I relocate in Cortez then I will see whe-e I 

can best be of service 

5. CVHS owns copies of historic photos, Oral Histories and Videos that 

hopefully can be used in the Museum Displays and Special Events 

6. Mrs. Virginia Sanders , with the Longboat Key Garden Club, has comrr.'rttec 

that organization to working on the gardens. I am hopeful this is still [possible, i 

will contact her if you wish she Is an artist. Photographer who has offered sors 

lovely photos for duplication as posters, these will sell. 
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Janet we haveja Cortez native, Dr. J.B. Crawford .who will be returning home shortly. 

•He has doctorate from Harvard. Has years of experience in Administration. He wants 

to be involved. I am contacting him for his ideas as to what he can do. 

Please remember that CVHS has made a commitment to relocate the 1890 Waterfront 

Store (on n Movers' blocks since 1991. We have cash funds sufficient to move and 

stabilize the building. We want to restore the Store and Post Office and develop a 

FAMILY LIFE MUSEUM on the second floor. Our Linda Stevenson is most committed 

to helping in planning this. We hope that the building can be locate on this 

property.CVHS will get funds for the restoration. 

I like to think of the project as the CORTEZ CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTER or PARK. 

We have written a lenghty paper describing some of the exhibits.etc, that can be part of 

this Center. 

Please keep In touch, i am out of state from July 12- 23. We are all so excited about 

this project. 

Keep up the good work. God Bless 

MwtAf. 

Mary Fulford Green 
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July 14, 1999 

FLORIDA INSTITUTE 

FOR 

SALTWATER HERITAGE RECEIVED 

JUL 2 0 1999 

Ms. Maggie Man- 

Grants Coordinator 

Manatee County Government 

P.O. Box 1000 

Bradenton, FL 34206 

Dear Ms. Man- 

The members and board of the Florida Institute for Saltwater Heritage are thrilled with 

the impending acquisition of the 1912 Cortez Schoolhouse and Nature Preserve. This has 

been a goal for the Cortez community for some time. 

. When the purchase is complete FISH would like to help with the following projects: 

w coordinate with area garden clubs to maintain the grounds; 

^ assist in the maintenance of the newly planted restoration areas with community clean 

ups at least four times per year under the guidance of the Fish & Wildlife Commission: 

^ offer volunteer assistance in the operation and maintenance of the Cortez Preserve at 

least four hours each week; 

^ provide historic and cultural information (photographs, oral histories, artifacts) for 

public dissemination and education; 

^ contribute financially on an annual basis with proceeds generated from the Cortez 

Commercial Fishing Festival. Capital improvement projects will be chosen by both FISH 

members and Manatee County and may include roof replacement, fountain repairs, bench 

installations, and floor repair. An initial contribution of $25,000 is pledged with 

continued annual support based upon festival proceeds each year. 

If there are any more ways in which you would like us to help, please feel free to contact 

me. We are very excited about this project and will do whatever it takes to make it work. 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Bell 

treasurer 



»*iC:^C=IVt=D' 

FEB 1 8 1999 

TLOKIVA 

'EROTIC PE5T PLANT 

COUNCIL'S 

MOST INVASIVE 

5PECIE5 LIST 

FMD 

1995 

® 
»(;•• 
riff ' 



EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL'S 

1995 LIST OF FLORIDA'S MOST INVASIVE SPECIES 

The Exotic Pest Plant Council (EPPC) was established in 1984 for the purpose of 

focusing attention on: (1) the impacts exodc pest plants have on biodiversity; (2) the impact 

of exodc plants on the integrity of nadve plant community composidon and funcdon; (3) 

habitat loss due to -exodc plant infestadons; (4) the impacts of exodc plants on endangered 

species primarily due to habitat loss and alteradon (e.g.. Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow); (5) 

the need to prevent habitat loss and alteradon by comprehensive management for exodc 

plants; (6) the socioeconomic impacts of exodc pest plants (e.g., increased wildfire intensity 

and frequency in Melaleucd); (7) changes in the seriousness of exodc pest plants and to 

indicate which are the worst problems; and (8) informing and educadng resource managers 

about which species deserve to be monitored, and to help managers set priorides for 

management 

This list is based on the designadons of invasive exodc species made by the EPPC 

Committee on Invasive Species. Please see page 10 for a list of the members of the 

Committee on Invasive Species. 

The following definidons are used in the list: 

Category I: Exodc pest plants that invade and disrupt Florida nadve plant 

communides. This designadon is given without regard to the economic severity or geographic 

extent of the problem. 

Category n: Exodc pest plants that have the potendal to invade and disrupt nadve 

plant communides as indicated by: (1) aggressive weediness; (2) a tendency to disrupt natural 

successional processes; (3) a similar geographic origin and ecology as Category I species; (4) 

a tendency to form large vegetadve colonies; and/or (5) sporadic, but persistent, occurrence 

in natural communides. 

Exotic: an alien organism, purposefully or accidentally introduced to a geographic 

region to which it is not nadve and which establishes itself outside of domesdcadon and/or 

culdvadon through sexual or asexual reproducdon. 

Native: a species that occurred in Florida at the dme of European contacu.e., before 

the 1500s. This definidon has been adopted from Stevenson (1993). 

(N): when following a species name, indicates a species listed as noxious on the 

United States Department of Agriculture and the Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services lists. 

(P): when following a species name, indicates a species listed as prohibited by the 

Florida Department of Environmental Protecdon under Rule 62C-52. F.A.C. For addidonal 

information, contact: FDEP Bureau of Aquadc Plant Management, Innovadon Park. " 

Tallahassee, Florida 32310 (904) 488-5631. 
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Table 1. Category I Exotic Pest Plants. 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Abrus precatorius 

Acacia auriculiformis 

. Ardisia crenulata (syn. A. crenatd) 

Ardisia elliptica (syn. A. humilis) 

• Asparagus densifloms 

• Sischofia javanica 

•- Brachiaria mutica 

• Calophyllum calaba (syn. C mophyllum of auth.) 

•Cassia coluteoides (syn. Senna pendula) 

Casuarina equisetifolia (syn. C litorea) 

Casuarina glauca 

'• iCestrwn diumum 

Cinnamomum camphora 

' •Colocasia esculenta 

Colubrina asiatica 

Cupaniopsis anacardioides 

Disocorea bulbifera 

Rosary Pea' 

Earleaf Acacia2 

Coral Ardisia1 

Shoebutton Ardisia4 

Asparagus Fcm5 

Bischofia6 

Para Grass7 

Mast Wood, Alexandrian Laurel' 

Climbing Cassia, Christmas Cassia, 

Christmas Senna 

Australian Pine 

Suckering Australian Pine 

Day Jasmine 

Camphor Tree9 

Taro10 

Lather Leaf 

Carrotwood 

Air Potato 

'Moyroud (1995) records the species as "s'-cn increasingly in Palm Beach County, spread by seed, roots very deep and tenacious, 

difficult to eradicate." 

'Fust noted in the wild m Palm Beach County in the late 1970s, now spread from cultivation to roadsides, scrub, Qatwoods and drier 

pordoos of wet areas. In some places dense. Starlings are among the most important local dispersers (pen. obs.). 

'Nominated by Erik D. Johnson (1994) with supporting data from Resource Management Notes 6(3):5 July 1994. Known in Alacaua, 

Leon, Nassau. Orange and Volusia counties. 

This has long been a problem in Everglades National Park (Krauss 1987). Now abundart in places like Secret Woods in Broward 

County (pers. obs. 1993) and beginning to spread in Palm Beach County, with an uncoafirmlid icpoit from Martin County. 

'Escaping in yards for yean as a result of bird-disseminated seed, it was found in large colonies on several scrub sites in Palm B-each 

County (Austin, et aL 1992). McMahon (1993) found it naturalized in Broward County. 

•Moyroud (1995) icpoits it from the J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area and near tha Loxahaichee Wildlife Refuge (both in Palm 

Beach County). 

'Buries (1995) informed me that this species occurred in 183 1»lf>« and rivers in 22 counties in 1994. This is a marked increase from 

previous levels and in several areas it is replacing maidencane (Pafuaan hemUomon). Benshoff & Huffinan (1995) concur. 

'Hendriekson (1994) thinks tha two epithets used here represent difTerent species. This needs work. 

'Ward (1994b) states that this species has been in Florida since at least 1890; finds it of limited presence in stands of native vege'-saon; 

and recommends changing it to Category n. However, it is frequent in native vegetation at Bok Tower Gardens and in the region of the 

Archbold Biologic Education Center (pcrs. obs.). I do not agree with Ward's assessment. 

"Ward (1994a) agrees with this rank. as do numerous others. Burks (1995) informs me that this species was incorrectly Us^d as a 

prohibited aquatic on the 1993 list. Tba species has now been recorded from a number of sites in Lake Okctchobct (Ausan 1995), several 

areas in Palm Beach County (Miller 1995) and along canal banks in Broward County. 
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Table 1. Category I Exotic Pest Plants (continued). 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Eichhomia crassipes (P-) 

'Eugenia unijiora 

'Ficus microcarpa (syn. F. nitida. F. retusa var. nitidd) 

Hydrilla vemcillata (P) 

Hygrophila polysperma (P) 

Hymenachne amplexicaulis 

Imperata brasiliensis. (syn. I. cylindricd) 

Ipomoea aquatica (P) 

Jasminum dichotomum 

Jasminum jiuminense 

Lantana camara 

Ligustrum sinense 

Lonicera japonica 

Lygodium japonicum 

Lygodium microphyllum 

Macfadyena unguis-cati 

Melaleuca quinquenervia (P) 

Melia azedarach 

Mimosa pigra (N)(P) 

t Nandina domestica 

Nephrolepis cordifolia 

Nevraudia revnaudiana 

Water Hyacinth 

Surinam Cherry 

Laurel Fig" 

Hydrilla 

Green Hygro 
' 

West Indian Marsh Grass'2 

Cogon Grass" 

Water Spinach14 

Gold Coast Jasmine 

Jasmine 

Lantana 

Hedge Privet15 

Japanese Honeysuckle 

Japanese Climbing Fern16 

Old World Climbing Fcm 

Cat's Claw17 

Melaleuca 

Chinaberry 

Catclaw Mimosa1* 

Nandina, Heavenly Bamboo" 

Sword Fern 

Burma Reed, Cane Grass20 

"For published information on the escape and spread of cultivated figs to date, see: Strange & Knighl (1987); Brocacin & McSey 

(1989); McKey (1989); McKey & Kanfmnnn (1991); Kaiifmann et aL (1991). 

''Nominated by Buriu (1995); known from Myakka River State Park and Clewiston where it occurs with Brschiar.a, mur.ca. 

"This species is being investigated by Tanner (1993). According to Hall (1994) these two names refer to the sa=e spec-.es. 

''Schmitz (1993) reports that this is f^TaMi*^^ in eight counties, including Brevard, Osceola and Palm Beach eouaties. 

"Ward (1994b) strongly supports this rank. Hall (1994) indicates that the previously listed common names were incorrect. 

"Changed from Category II to Category I on the basis of its increase as reported by Hall (1994), Johnson (1994) aad Buna (1995). 

'^Ward (1994a) suggested the change from Category II to Category 1 on the basis of its status in northern Florida. 

"Bameby (1991) m^'i"^ that this should be called M. peHlta Willdenow. However, that name is invalid since the nace M. p'ya 

Linnacia has been conserved by the International Convention on Botanical Nomenclature (1994:329). See also Tcson 1989 38:522 and 

1993 42:695. 

'Tn Gadsden, Jackson. Loon and Wakulla counties. S« articia in Resource ^anagemfnl Hotes 1994; also via mformason frcn Jofcsson 

(1994), Ludlow (1995) and Buria (1995). 

''Previously known from the wild in Dade and upper Monroe counties, this species is beginning to spread rapidly. Found in Collier 

County along the western side of the Faif»h»t<-h«^. Strand, it is now known from several places east of the Sirazd alcsg (~i-i'< k alf: 

occurs in Leo Counry where I observed it in Fort Myers associated with a car wash. As of January 1995. there a nuserous ana2 

populatiotu in Broward County near the TriRail right-of-way and on the Sawgrass Expressway. It is now txisg faisd in Film Beach 
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Table 1. Category I Exotic Pest Plants (continued). 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Oeceoclades maculata 

Paederia foetida 

Panicum repens 

T^ Paspalum notatum 

Pennisetum purpureum 

Pistia stratiotes 

——~ Psidium guajava 

——-Psidium littorale (syn. P. cattleianum) 

Pueraria montana (syn. P. lobata) 

Rhodomyrtus tomentosus 

—-' Rhoeo spathacea (syn. R. discolor) 

Sapium sebiferum 

—>^-f Scaevola taccada var. sericea 

(syn. S. frutescens, S. sericea) 

— 
Schefflera actinophylla (syn. Brassaia actuiophylla) 

Schinus terebinthifolius 

Solanum torvum (N) 

Ground Orchid 

Skunk Vine21 

Torpedo Grass22 

Bahia Grass 

Napier Grass 

Water Lettuce" 

Guava24 

Strawberry Guava 

Kudzu" 

Downy Myrtle 

Oyster Plant 

Popcorn Tree, Chinese Tallow Tree24 

Scaevola, Half-Flower, Beach Naupaka27 

Schefflera 

Brazilian Pepper 

Turkey Berry 

County. 

"The unsuspected presence of two species in Florida has caused much cocuusion (Puff 1991). According to Ward (1994c) P. foetida 

is the wont problem (cf. Resource Management Notes 1992 4:2). Paederia craddasiana (see Category II) seems to be restricted to Dade 

County (Ward 1994c), but it has been reported in Clearwater in the autumn of 1992 with no record of bow it got there {fide Knight 1954). 

3IncoI^ectly listed as being on the Florida Department of Environmental Protection prohibited list in 1993. However, it is undergoing 

rapid expansion in many areas of southern Florida. In Lake Okeechobee, for example, it may completely replace the native maidencane 

(Panicum hemitomon) with unknown consequences to the endangered roundtail muskrat {Neofiber alien!) whose major food is said to be 

maidencane. This. species should b« re-examined by the FDEP. 

''Small (1933) questioned its nativity; I had assumed it was an early introduction from the Old World (Austin 1978); while Ksght 

(1994) felt it was native on the basis of his belief that it "has plenty of pest insects in Florida." Research by Dray, Center &. Haheck 

(1994), "suggests that waterieltuce is not a native species" as there is a "paucity of specialists on waterienucc in Florida." It is from South 

America. 

"In Florida mrf tha 1840s, Knight (1994) indicated that it may have been introduced even earlier by rri^i^« aid "like papaya, g'-ava 

13 already well dispersed and unlikely to invade farther." 

"Hendrickson (1994) and Ann Bucklcy found thu species in 1980 along the levee on the cast side of Conservation Area n in Broward 

County. This is a significant range extension south from Lake County where the species was planted by a boneowscr unaware of its 

destructively invasive potential. The same Broward County population was found by Kline (1992) during the summer aod (all of 1992 

and brought to tha attention ofM. Bodle and D. Thayer of the South Florida Water Management District. To dale. no one kno-^s exactly 

how the plant arrived in Broward County. There is notable confusion as to tha correct name to be used for this exotic pest plant. 

:*Sce Jubinsky (1993) for a description, range, ecology and bibliography on this species. 

"See Duquesnel (1992) for a report on the recent spread of this species, a plant which appears to be rapidly spreading in coastal 

habitats. It has escaped in Everglades National Park (Cape Sable), the Florida Keys, and Palm Beach and Mardn counties. It has been 

reported by R- Osorio as established at Fort de Soto County Park in Pmellas County. 
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Table 1. Category I Exotic Pest Plants (continued). 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Solanwn viarum 

Syzygiwn cumini 

Tectaria incisa 

Thespesia populnea 

Tradescantia jiuminensis 

Tropical Soda Apple" 

Jambolan, Java Plum 

Incised Halberd Fern 

Seaside Mahoe 

White-flowered Wandering Jew29 

Total Category I Species = 60 

"See Coile (1993), Mullahcy & Cotvin (1993), Mullahey et aL (1993). Wundcdin et aL (1993) and Mullahcy (1594) fo dialed 

information documenting the spread, economic impact and management of this species. 

"Wird (1994a) rcporti thai it earpeu wooded areaa in northem Florida to the exclusion of gnall, narivB herbaceous pla=u. 
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Table 2. Category n Exotic Pest Plants. 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Adenanthera pavonina. 

Agave sisalana 

Albizia julibrissm 

Albizia lebbeck 

Aleurites fordii 

Alstonia macrophylla 

Altemanthera philoxeroides (P) 

Antigonon leptopus 

Aristolochia littoralis 

Asystasia gangetica 

Bauhinia variegata 

Broussonetia papyri/era 

Callisia fragrans 

Casuarina cunninghamiana 

Cereus undatus 

Cryptostegia grandijiora 

" Dalbergia sissoo 

Dioscorea alata 

Enterolobium contonisiliquum 

-i Epipremnum pinnatum 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Ficus altissima 

Red Sandlewood 

Sisal Hemp 

Mimosa30 

Woman's Tongue 

Tung Oil Tree31 

Devil Tree" 

Alligator Weed 

Coral Vine 

Calico Flower33 

Ganges Primrose 

Orchid Tree 

Paper Mulberry34 

Inch Plant, Spironcma35 

Cunningham's Australian Pine 

Night-blooming Ccrcus 

Palay Rubber Vine 

Indian Dalbergia, Sissoo" 

Yam37 

Ear-Pod Tree3* 

Pothos 

Murray Red Gum" 

False Banyan40 

"'Ward & Simon (1994) report this as invasive in northern Florida wndhilK 

"Nominated by R. Bingereit (Florida Caveras Statt PaA) who repora tfaar 525 plants in 1993 and 3S7 plasts in 1995 •were :doved 

from Lake Jackson Mounds State Archaeological Site. Also known froa Leon County around La left Jackson sa cocsarafctis infesarioiss. 

"Reported from hanmiocks in Dade Counry (Maguire & Hammer 1993). 

"Wari & Simon (1994) report it as aggressive in ccnaal Florida. 

"Nominated by Ward & Simon (1994). F«ahU^iftd in Tamp* (pc-s. ob$.); foucd around sslAoles & calcareccs tammoau near 

Gainesville. 

"Spreading m yards for years, it was found in 2 few scrub sites in Palm Beach County (pc-s. obs.). 

"Seedlings have been appearing m yards from cultivated trees in Boca Raion for some years; reported from Big Cypress (d EP°C 

1992); also reported as established in Okeeehcbec County (Buria 1995). 

''Nominated by Maguire (1993) and Ward (1994e); hammnplfx in Da<de County; also reported by Buria (1595) fraa Caidsdc & Lean 

counties. 

"Brought to the attention of the EPPC by Fox (1993). According '-o Wiadcrlin (1982). "nearly tis^ughoia." 

''Species epithet is probably incorrect (Wuaderiin 1991 and Ward 1993). This came will be used te=tanvely csl fesdc s;c=-.Eie=s 

of the Palm Beach County plants can be cxadincd. 

"Knight (1994) reports that this is naruralizad in Dada County. No f'-nhcr data supporting list rug. Wed (1994a) sales that &e cacaes 

on herbarium specimens ara conftiscd. 
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Table 2. Category n Exotic Pest Plants (continued). 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Ficus benghalensis 

Ficus benjamina 

Ficus religiosa 

Flacourtia indica 

Flueggea virosa 

Hibiscus tiliaceus 

Hyptage benghalensis 

Jasminum sambac 

Koelreuteria elegans 

Leucaena leucocephala 

Ligustrum japonicum 

Ligustrum lucidwn 

Melinis minuti/lora 

Merremia tuberosa 

Murraya paniculata 

Myriophyllum spicatum (P) 

Nephrolepis multiflora 

Ochrosia parviflora (syn. 0. ellipticd) 

Paederia craddasiana 

Passiflora foetida 

»Pittosporum pentandrum 

Bengal Fig41 

Weeping Fig42 

Bo Tree41 

Governor's Plum 

Flueggea 

Mahoe 

Hyptage44 

Arabian Jasmine 

Golden Shower Tree 

Lead Tree 

Japanese Privet45 

Chinese Privet^ 

Molasses Grass 

Wood-Rose 

Orange-Jasmine 

Eurasian Water Milfoil47 

Asian Sword Fern4* 

Kopsia49 

Skunk Vine, Onion Vine50 

Stinking Passion Flower1 

Pittosporum 

"Nominated by Maguire & Hammer (1993). The Conner believes thai the pollinators of this species art crossing over to pcUinare F. 

aliissima and F. beiy'amiiw. Knight (1994) reports that F. benghalensis is naturalized in Dade County. Ward (l994c) includes it teaarively. 

There is much confusion and misidcntificarion of seedlings. 

"Knight (1994) reports that F. beiyamina seedlings are volunteering in Dade County. 

^Knight (1994) reports that F. religiosa is naturalized in Dade County. The extent of its range is not yet loown. 

"Hendrickson (1992) reports that this member of the Malpighiaceae is escaping at Fairchild Tropical Gardca in Coral Gables. 

"Johnson (1994) records the species in Leon County where it and L luddum are widely planted. 

••Nominated by Waid (1994b); widespread in northern Florida mesic woods near cultivated sources. Johnson (1994) records it =om 

Leon County. 

"Schmitz (19°4) gates that it "is highly invasive in more northern latitudes, but it just doemt do much in Florida despite a 30 year 

presence." Changed from Category I to II in 1995. 

^Hephrolepis cordifolia is spreading in numerous pario in southern Florida arvj replacing herb-layer natives. 

"Uppincon (1992) records this escaping at Sands Key. Biscayna National Park. Plants occur in several sites in Palm Beach (pers- obs. 

Jime 1992)." 

"Nominated by MaguirB (1993); occurs in hammocks in Dada County. 

"Sec Ausun (1993); Moyroud (1995) concurs on the invasive nanire of this species. 
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Table 2. Category n Exotic Pest Plants (continued). 

Scientific Name Common Name 

: Pittosporum tobira 

Rhynchelytrum repens 

Sansevieria hyacinthoides (syn. S. trifasciata) 

Solanum diphyllum 

Syngonium podophyllum 

Syzygium jambos 

Terminalia catappa 

Tribulus cistoides 

Triphasia trifoliata 

Urena lobata 

Wedelia trilobata 

Wisteria sinensis 

Japanese Pittosporum, Pittosporum52 

Natal Grass" 

Bowstring-Hemp 

Twinleaf Nightshade54 

Arrowhead Vine 

Rose-Apple 

Tropical-Almond 

Puncture Vine55 

Lime Berry" 

Caesar Weed57 

Wedelia51 

Chinese Wisteria5' 

Total Category n Species = 55 

Total Category I & n Species = 115 

"Nominated by Maguire (1993); occurs in several Dade County rocky pmcland parcels. 

"Nominated by Maguire (1993). 

''Moved to Category n per BenshofT & Huffman (1995) who report it in dense ffanris in hammocks. 

"Nominated by Duquesnet (1993). appearing m parks in Florida Keys. 

"Escaping extraterritorially. including the Virgin W»T\<^: now occurs locally in Dade County and should be watched. 

"Moved to Category II per BenshofT & Huffman (1995) who recorded it in hammocks. 

"Strothcr (1991) argues that the genui should be changed from W.tdelw to Complaycc, Wedelia u retained here peadisg further sr-sdy. 

It is self-incompatibia but easily spreads without seeds (Knight 1994). 

"Nominated by Ward (1994a); supported by Johnson (1994) who records it in Lcon and Wakulla counties. 
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Appendix! . 

Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council's 1997 List of Florida's Most Invasive Species 

PURPOSE: To focus attention on: 

1) the impacts exotic plants have on native biodiversity in Florida ecosystems; 

2) the impact of exotic pest plants on the integrity of native plant community 

functions; 

3) habitat losses due to exotic plant infestations; 

4) the impacts of exotic plants on endangered species via habitat loss and 

alteration (e.g., Cape Sable seaside sparrow); 

5) the need to prevent such losses by comprehensive management for exotic 

pest plants; 

6) the socioeconomic impacts of exotic pest plants (e.g.,increased wildfires in 

Melaleuca'); 

7) changes in the seriousness of different exotic pest plants over time; and 

8) the need to provide information that will help managers set priorities for 

management. 

DEFINITIONS: 

Exotic - a non-indigenous species, or one introduced to this state, either 

purposefully or accidentally; it then escaped into the wild in Florida where it 

reproduces on its own either sexually or asexually. 

Native - a species already occurring in Florida at the time of European contact 

(1500). 

Invasive - is a variable condition defined by the category to which the species 

is assigned. 

Abbreviations used for "Government listed": 

P = Prohibited by Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 

N = Noxious weed as listed by Florida Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services and/or U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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Category I - Species that are invading and disrupting native plant communities 

in Florida. This definition does not rely on the economic severity or geographic 

-range of the problem, but on the documented ecological damage caused. 

Scientific Name Common Name EPPC R-mk Gov't Luted 

Abrus precacorius 

Acacia auriculiforms 

Albizia lebbeck 

Ardisia crenata (=A. crenulata) 

Ardisia elliptica (=A humilis) 

Asparagus densiflorus 

Bauhinia variegata 

Bischofia javanica 

Brachiaria mutica (Urochloa mutica) 

Calophyllum antillanum 

C=C. calaba; C. inophyllum, often 

misapplied in cultivation) 

Cassia coluteoides (=Senna pendula) 

Casuarina equisetifolia 

Casuarina glauca 

Cestrum diumum 

Cinnamomum camphora 

Colocasia esculenta 

Colubrina asiatica 

Cupaniopsis anacardioides 

Dioscorea alata 

Dioscorea bulbifera 

Eichhomia crassipes 

Eugenia uniflora 

Ficus microcarpa 

(=F. nitida; =F. retusa var. nitida) 

Hydrilla verticillata 

Hygrophila polysperma 

Hymenachne amplexicaulis 

Imperata cylindrica 

(=lmperata brasiliensis) 

Ipomoea aquatica 

Jasminum dichotomum 

Jasminum fliiminense 

Lancana camara 

Liguscnim sinense 

rosary pea 

earleaf acacia 

woman's tongue 

coral ardisia 

shoebutton ardisia 

asparagus fern 

orchid tree 

bischofia 

Pard grass 

santa maria (names "mast 

wood, Alexander laurel" 

used in cultivation) 

climbing cassia, 

Christmas cassia, 

Christmas senna 

Australian pine 

suckering Australian pine 

day jasmine 

camphor-tree 

wild taro 

lather leaf 

carrotwood 

winged yam 

air potato 

waterhyacinth 

Surinam cherry 

laurel fig 

hydrilla 

green hygro 

West Indian marsh grass 

cogon grass 

water spinach 

Gold Coast jasmine 

jasmine 

lantana 

Chinese privet, 

hedge privet 

P,2s 

P, N 

P, N 
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Scientific Name Common Name EPPC Rank Gov't Listed 

LoTii'cera japonica 

Lygodium juponicum 

Lygodium microphyllum 

Macfadyena unguis-cati 

Melaleuca quinquenervia 

Melia azedarach 

Mimosa pigra 

Nandina domestica 

Nephrolepis cordifolia 

Neyraudia reynaudiana 

Paederia foetida 

Panic-urn repens 

Pennisetum purpureum 

Pistia stratiotes 

Psidium cattleianum (=P. literals) 

Psidium guajava 

Pueraria montane (=P. lobata) 

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa 

Rhoeo spathacea (=R. discolor) 

Sapium sebiferum 

Japanese honeysuckle 

Japanese climbing fem 

Old World climbing fern 

claw vine 

melaleuca, 

broad-leaf paper bark 

Chinaberry 

catclaw mimosa 

nandina, heavenly bamboo 

sword fem 

Burma reef; cane grass 

skunk vine . 

torpedo grass 

Napier grass 

waterlettuce 

strawberry guava 

guava 

kudzu 

downy rose-myrtle 

oyster plant 

popcorn tree, 

Chinese tallow tree 

Scaevola sericea (=Scaevola caccada scaevola, half-flower, beach 

var. sericea, S. ^rutescens; S. sericea) naupaka 

Schefflera actinophylla schefflera 

(= Brassaia actinophylla) 

Schinus cerebinthifolius 

Solanum campicense (=S. houstonii) 

Solanum torvum 

Solanum viarum 

Syzygium cummi 

Teccaria incisa 

Thespesia populnea 

Tradescantia fluminensis 

Brazilian pepper 

aquatic soda apple 

turkey berry 

tropical soda apple 

jambolan, Java plum 

incised balberd fem 

seaside mahoe 

while-flowered 

wandering Jew 

P.N 

P.N 

Exotic Plant Invasion On Florida's Water Management District Lands 



W-15-1999 ll:14flri FROM " TO 19417453790 P.02 

FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY FIELD REPORT FORM • OCCURRENCES OF SPECIAL ANIMALS 

Instructions: (note: each form should include only one species, one locality, and one date} 

(please include any additional information on the back of this sheet) 

(complete what you can, leave fields blank if you lack information) 

Scientific Name: -—______________________ County: ____ 

Common Name: ____.;_____________________ Date observed: 

Basis for Identification:______________________ Observer: ___ 

Location of Animal (please attach map and give specific directions; if possible, mark site on copy of USGS 7.5 

minute topo map or draw detailed map on back of this page): _________________________ 

Describe habitat/plant community, list dominant species: 

Extent of this habitat at site that may support animal (e.g., acres, miles) __________ 

Number of Individuals (or nests, burrows, etc,) seen: _____________________ 

Estimated no. of individuals in population: ________________________ 

Age/population structure (adults, young, etc.): ________________________ 

Ecological/behavioral notes (e.g., reproductive stage, activity type. feeding, flying, nesting): 

Have you seen this species at the same location in the past? Yes ___ No __ 

If yes, please give daie(s): ___________________ Previous condition: 

Is there evidence of disturbance at the site? Yes ___ No 

If yes, please describe: ____________________ 

Owner(s) of site: __________________ 

Is owner protecting this animal? Yes ____ No. 

Conservation/Management Needs: ________ 

Comments (Other useful information concerning this animal and site • e.g., names and addresses of individuals who 

might be helpful, publications, museum specimen numbers, etc.): ___________________________ 

Please send completed field report terms to: 

Submitted by: 
_______________________ 

Dale Jackson, Zoologist 

Affiliation: 
__^________________________ 

Florida Natural Areas Inventory 

Address: 
___________________;________ 

1018 Thomasville Rd./Sxe, 200-C 

________;__________________ 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 

Phone: 
______________ 

Dale: 
_________ 

tel: 850-224-0626 fax: 850-6&1 -9364 

Fax: 
__________• 

Email: 
___________ 

djackson@fnai.org 

? 2554 



07-15-1999 ll!14flM FROM " TO 19417453730 P.03 

FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY 

FIELD REPORT FORM FOR RARE PLANTS 

Thank you for taking the time to complete and mail this form. Information from knowledgeable individuals 

such as yourself makes a major contribution to the FNAI Biological Conservation Database. If you need 

help with this form, or would like additional information, please call the FNAI Botanist at 904-224-8207. 

Investigator: __________________________________ 
Tel no.: 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Scientific name: ________________—___________Common name: 

Basis for identification/manual used: ___________________________ 

Date seen: ___________ Quad name: ___________________ County: 

Site or managed area name, if known:_____________________________ 

Location of plant (please attach map and give specific directions; if possible, mark site on copy of USGS 7.5 minute quad map or 

draw detailed map on back of this page): __________________________________________________ 

Site where the plant was seen: describe the habitat/plant community; topography; list dominant species in canopy, underxtory, and 

ground layer:,_________________________________________________________________ 

Estimated Size of Population (no. of individuals & size of area occupied): 

Flowering? Yes__ No In leaf? Yes__ No_ Dormant? Yes_ No_ comments______ 

Fruiting? Yes_ No In bud? Yes__ No comments_____________________ 

Have you seen this species at the same location in the past? Yes_ No_If yes, please give dales: 

If yes, describe changes, if any, to site and population since last visit________________ 

Is there evidence of disturbance (e.g. roads, trash, fire suppression, ditching) at the site? Yes_ No_If yes, please, describe: _ 

Is there evidence (e.g., fire breaks, scorching) of (he use of fire at the site? Yes__No_if yes, describe aod give daces of resenc 

fires, if known_______:____________________________.____.____________________________ 

Comments (other useful information concerning ecological conditions, management history, management needs, name* of 

individuals who might be helpful, etc.): ____________________________________________ 

Please include any additional information on the back of this sheet. Additional forms may be obtained upco request. Pl—s< send 

completed field report forms to: Botanist. Florida Natural Areas Inventory, 1018 Tbon—ville Rd., Suite 200-C, T—lah—iee, 

PL 32303 | THANK YOU! pi—i-frm Xovcanbcr l. IW 

? 
2555 

'• 



ORDINANCE NO. 82-19 

AN UHDINANCt; REGULATING CONDUCT IN PUDI.IC PARKS 

WIT.IIN MANATEE COUNTV; PROVIDING FOR ENFCRCEMKNT; 

PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF ITS 

PROVISIONS> AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE RATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED OY THE HOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OP 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDAi 
' .' 

WHEREAS, Manntca County, Florida owna and operate* lands and 

facilities within Manatee County, Flortda for the use and enjoyaent of 

the general public for recroationel purposes, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County ConnniaBioners of Manatee 

County, Florida, deem* it advisable that rule* and regulation* 

governing the conduct of all parson* u«ing •aid facilitiea-be adopted 

in order that •aid facilities may •TV the public in a mor* effective 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that. in order to promote rlie 

public health, •afety and welfare of the citieen: of Kanaiee County, 

Florid* the following ordinance is hereby enacted; 

8ECTIOH I. DEFIHITIOH3. A» used in thit Ordinance« 

(1) "County* i« the County of Manatee. 

(2) "Supervi«or- ie a person iBnediately in ch*.rg« of 

any park area and if activities, and to whon all park 

attenJanf of •ueh area are re«pon«ible. 

(3) "Park" i» a park, golf course, pLaygroond. beach, 

recreational center or any other area in the County, owd 

or uied by the County, and devoted to activ ,or p««|4.ve 

recreation. . . 
'- 

_ 
~n 

•> _ 

(4) "Peraon" ii any perion. tira. partner»hip» ^»TO- 

•' t^ r~^^ 
oittlon, corporation, ooopany or organisation''of »a^ Xi^d. 

-i 5- {~Z? 

(5) •Vehicle'1 li any wheeled oonvey&o^ «tie6^er 

•otor powered, ani—1-drawn, or ••I (-propel led. The ter« 

•hell include any trailer In tow of any •ice, kind or 

deeerlu«lon. Rxoept.lon ie' —de for baby o«rriaeee «nd 

vehiolee In Ihe eervlee o( the County —rk«. 

(•) "Dir—tor* !• Uc Dirwnor of «k« Ha»tte« Couirty 



:.r:CT [>"'•<' I t. I'AHK PHOPKRTY. No person in the park shall: 

( I) luiililinq nnd other Property. 

(a) Dtafiguration and Removal. Wilfully mark, 

dofnca, disfigure, injure, tamper with, inhibit, the 

function of, or remove, any building, bridge, table, 

bonch, fireplace, railing, paving or pavi'ng material, 

water line or other public utility or part or appurtance 

thereof, sign, notice or placard,'whether temporary or 

permanent, monument, atake, post, or other boundary 

marker, or other structure of equipment, facility or 

park property or appurtenance whatsoever, either real 

01.' personal. 

(b) Restrooms and Washrooms. Pail to cooperate 

in maintaining restroonr and washrooms 'in a neat and 

sanitary condition. No person over the agf of aix (6) 

year* •hall uee the rest rooms and washroom* designated 

for the opposite sex. 

(c) Removal of Natural Resources. Dig, remove, 

or displace any beach sand, whether submerged or not, 

or any soil, rock, •tone, tree, shrub or plant, down- 

timber or other wood or material, or mke any excava¬ 

tion by tool, equipment, blasting, or other roe^ .» or 

agency. 

(d) Erection of Structuree. Construct or erect 

any building or etructure of whatever kind, whether 

permanent or temporary in character, or run or string 

any public service utility into, upon, or acro«s such 

lands, except on special written permit issued 

hereunder by the Director. 

(2) Trees, •hrubbery. towns. 

(a) Injury anO »e-aoval. Da«age, cut, carve, 

transplant or resave any tree or plant or injure th» 

berk, or pick the flowere or eeeds, of any tre« or 

plant. Dor ahell any penon •tfoh eny ro—, wire, or 

other oowiri«an«« to any tr— or plaot. X person 



In .iny other way injure or Impair the natural beauty or 

iisrfulnoaB of any iiica. 

(b) Climbing Treoa, otc. Climb nny iron or walk, 

iitanil or nit upon monuments, vanes, fountains, railing, 

fencus or guncnrriages or upon any other' property not 

designated or customarily uaod (or euch purposes. 

(c) Hitching of Animals. Tie or hitch a horse or 

other animal to any tree or plant. 

(3) Wild Animals, Birds, Etc. 

(a) Hunting. Hunt, molest, harm, frighten, kill, 

trap, chase, tease, shoot or throw objects at any ani- 

maX, reptile or bird, nor ahall any person remove or 

have in his possession the young, or the eggs, or 

nest, of any wild animal, reptile or bird. 

Exception to the foregoing is made in that snakea known 

to bn deadly poisonous, such as rattle snakes, moc¬ 

casins, coral snakes, or other deadly reptilea, may be 

killed on sight. 

(b) Feeding. Give or offer, or t-c-terept to give 

to any animal, bird or reptile, any tobacco, alcohol or 

other known noxious subutances. 

SECTION III. SANITATION. Ho peraon in a park ahalli 

(1) Pollution of Waters. Throw, discharge, or other¬ 

wise place or cause to b« placed in the water* ot any foun¬ 

tain, pond, lake, •tream, bay or other body of water in or 

adjacent to any park or'any tributary, •treaa, stcura s*wr, 

or drain flowing into such waters, any substance, Batter or 

thing, liquid or (olid, which will or may reault in the 

pollution of said warrs or which do«« not naturally occur 

or appear there. 

(2) Refuse and Tiash. Brinq in or du«p, 

depoeit or leav any bottles, broken glar, ajhes 

paper, boxes, o«ne, dirt, rubbish, wste, g«rbag«, 

refuse, or other trash. No auoh •Mifrlal* aHall be 

placrd In any water* in or oo«tle\»oua to aay parx, or 

left ftnyvtcr* OM the T««f*4a Utwof. •u( sKall b« 

pla««4 In the proter r*«*yf«l— W^«r« t>—— are 



l-ia'.'i.lv-.l: whfie rcccpt.acl.ua -ire no*, so provided, iill 

r.'.irli m.n u i i (. I u oh.ill be carrlcil .iw.^y fiom the pai'< tv, 

t)»> (ifiaon n.'sporiB llilc for it-s pruai-'ncc, and pi opi.'i'l'/ 

tliupo'loil »f claewhfl'o. 

!:1:CT10N IV. TKAFIIC. No person in a P,aik shall: 

(1) State Motor Vehicle I.nwa Apply.- fall 1.0 

comply with all applicable provislona of the St-at'; 

motor vehicle trotrlo laws In regard to equipment, arid 

operation of vehicles> together with such regulationa as 

are contained in this and other ordinances. 

(2) Enforcement of Traffic Regulations. Fail to 

obey all traffic officera &nd park employees, «uch per¬ 

sons being hereby authorized and instructed to direct 

traffic whenever and wherever needed ^n the parka and 

on the highways, streets, or roads inunediately adjacent. 

thereto in accordance with the provielons of -these or 

other applicable regulations. 

(3) Obey Traffic Signs. Fail. to observe care¬ 

fully all traffic signs indicating speeJ, direction, 

caution, stopping or parking, and all others posted for 

proper control of vehicles. 

(4) Speed of Vehicles. Ride or drive a vehicle 

at a rate of speed exceeding fifteen (15) miles an 

hour, except upon such roads as the director may 

designate, by posted signs, for speedier travel. 

(5) Operation Confined to Roads. Drive any 

vehicle on any area except the paved or graded p«rk 

roads or parking areas, or such other areas as may ex-. 

occasion be specifically designated a* temporary 

parking areas by the Director. 

(6) Repair or Mash Vehicles. Rspair or w»h 

vehicles, except to nake minor repairs in *h« evnt of 

a breakoown. 

(7) •'arkiTxi. 

(a) fiesian«^»4 fcj-eas. arX a v^hlcl* o«.h«r 

than In an established or «•• •uaied parXtnq 



•iiri, in otiinwiir iti.in in »»ccor>lanco with .my 

]iii-i(r.l •ll i ri-t luiit .•>n.I with the Itialt uci. lonn of .•i.'iy 

.>l l '•n.latit who ii'\y bo pictrnt. 

(1)) Hi<jh> I'jikin'j. I.ortvc a vehicle utariJiiri 

ui p.»iKt)ii At. iii<]ht without lights clearly visible 

. i * 
for at least 500 font from both front and roar on 

any driveway or road area except when properly 

parked In legally eatabliahed parking area-. 

(c) Double-parking. Double-park any vehicle 

on any road or parkway unless ao directed by a park 

official. 

(9) Bicyclea. 

(a) Confined to Roada. Rida a. bicycle on other 

than a paved vehicular road or a path designated for 

that purpose. 

(b) Operation. Ri Ie a bicycle other than on 

the right-hand side of the road, as close to the 

edge thereof as conditions permit, and bicycles 

shall be kept in single file When two or more are 

operating as a group. Bicyclists shall at all 

times operate their machines with reasonable 

regard to the safety of others, signal all turns, 

pass to the right of any vehicle they are over¬ 

taking, and pass to the right of any vehicles they 

may be meeting. 

(c) Rider Prohibited. Ride any other person 

on a bicycle which is designed Cor use by only one 

person. 

(d) Designated Racks. Leave a bicycle in a 

place other than a bicycle rack when such•is pro¬ 

vided «nd thwre is a space available. 

(•) 1 iKnob 11 •. Leave a bloyole lying on the 

ground or paving, or set against trecB, or in any 

place or poeltion where other persons —y trip 

over or be injured by the*. 

(r» ytg^ Operation. •l<»e • bicycle on any 

roed beiw—n -90 -Imife after •uneet. or befor* )0 



riiiiutri I'ufotu ;;iinr lilt without, nr> att,ich<"tl 

hr.i.ll 1 )ht plainly visible at. le.ist. two hundred 

(.'Oil) trct in front of or without n roi.1 tni l-l irjht. 

01 luil loflcctor plainly viaiblo from nt lea-it 30 

11 
foci. from thu ienr of, auch bicycle. 

SECTION V. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES. No person in a 

pork BhaU; 

(I) Bathing and Swimming. 

(a) Designated Areas. Swim, bathe, or wade 

in any watera or water-ways in or adjacent to any 

park, except in such waters and at such places as 

are provided therefor, and in compliance'with such 

regulations as are herein set forth or may be 

hereafter adopted. Kor shall any person frequent 

any waters or places customarily designated for 

the purpose of swimming or bathing, or congregate 

there, when such activity is prohibited by the 

Director upon a finding that such use of the water 

would be dangerous or otherwise inadvisable. 

(b) Certain Hours. Frequent any waters or 

places designated for the purpose of swimming or 

bathing, or congregate there, except between such 

hours of the d«y as shall be designated by the 

Director for such purpose* for each individual area. 

(c) Structure on Beach. Erect, maintain, 

use or occupy ton'or in any beach or bathing area 

any tent, shelter or structure of any kind, 

except by special written permit granted by th« 

Director. 

(d) Costume. 'Allow himself to be so covr«d 

with a bathing suit •• to indeoently •xpoee hl« 

person or call forth aerlted oriticicm. 

(e) »n,h-HoMset. Dress or undress on any 

beech, or other public place, or in any vhicle. 



loilcl 1.11 ot.ln'i pl.<rc, cxcfpl. in •iuch biH.hirrj 

li;"r^rt "i iil-i uctui'•a .in i".»y be piovidcrt fot l.h.it 

pu i pun o • 

(f) Fi\ i I lo .ibiilc by (.he iiiBLructiona of the 

li(i;r)unid or attendant on duty concerni.n9 (i) l-he 

playing oE 9ame3, and (ii) fishing fro/a t-he 

beaches or other waLcrfront areas. 

(2) Doating. 

(a) Designated Areas. Bring into or operace 

any boot, raft, or other water craft, whether 

motor-powered or not, upon any watera, except at 

places designated for boating. Such activity 

ahall be in accordance with applicable regulations 

aa are now or may hereafter be established. 

(b) Public Docka. Use the public docks for 

dockage or other purpose without first makiny 

arrangements for such accommodation with the 

Director, who shall assign space and collect. 

reasonable rental charges in conformity with 

established regulations and rates. 

(c) Operation of Boats. Navigate, direct, 

or handle any boat in such a manner as to unjuiti- 

fiably or unnecessarily annoy or frighten or 

endanger the occupants of any other boat. 

(d) Prohibition During Closing Hours. 

Launch, dock, or operate any boat of any kind on 

any waters between the closing hour of the park at 

night and opening hour the following morning, 

oxoBpt &• may be permitted at specific park locations. 

(3) j'tshtnq. 

(a) ^Oinmeroe ProhtbUed. Engage in ootiwr- 

cial fishing, or the buying or selling of fish 

caught in any wacer«« 

(b) 0•ne>•^^ fTohibttjo^. Fish in any 

warrs, whether (resh or salt, and whether by the 

use of hook-and-line, (ft, trap, or other devic*. 

••oepi in wfrrf tfeslewvfd by Of Director for 



(r) Of f-nlioir. Kiuh off-aliore fio;n ii:iy lyp'- 

o( lo^t within 300 fcut. oE a public; l-xi^ch, pier, 

01 authorized flahinf) yroln or pier.. .Nor shall 

any person at any time fish in any area where 

bathing is permitted. 

(4) Hunting and Firearms. Hunt, trap or pursue 

wild life at any time. No person shall use, carry, or 

possess firearms of any description, or air-rifles, 

•prin9-guns, bow-and-arrows, slin9S or any other form 

of weapon potentially inimical to wild life and 

dan9erous to human aafety, or any Instrument chat can 

be loaded with and fire blank cartridgot., or any kind 

of trapping device. Shooting into park areas froa 

•beyond park boundaries is forbidden. 

(5) Picnic Areas and Use. 

(a) Regulated. Picnic or lunch in a place 

other than those designated for that purpose. 

Attendants shall have the authority to regulate 

the activitlea in such areas when necessary to pre¬ 

vent congestion and to ••cure the Baximua use for 

the comfort and convenience of all. Visitor* 

•hall comply with any directions given to achieve 

this end. 

(b) Availability. Violate the regulation 

that use of the individual fireplaces together 

with tables and benches, follows generally the rule 

of "first come, first served." 

(o) Non-exclusive. Use any portion of the 

picnic •leas or of any of the buildings or struc¬ 

tures therein for the purpose of holding picnic* lo 

<.n« exclusion of other persons, nor sh»ll any per¬ 

son use »u.-h are* and facilltlc'e for *n ur>r»-»ecm- 

If the faciltllee •re orovded. 



(>1) l^ty_of I'lcritcki't . l.n.ive .» inciilc .11 i.-.< 

I'L-d.in' the tlio l-l complotoly vxi. Inquiulicd arid 

bffoir »ll trash in the nature of boxes, papers, 

c.>nu, lottlua, ']aib«f)e and other refuse is placui.1 

In the disposal receptacles where prov^rtcil. II no 

such Hash receptacles aro available, then refuoe 

and trash shall be carried away from the park area 

by the picknicker to be properly disposed of 

elsewhere. 

(6) Camping. No person shall, set. up tents, 

shacks, or any other temporary shelter for the purpose 

of overnight camping, nor shall any person leave in a 

park after closing hours any movable structure or spe¬ 

cial vehicle to be used or that could be used for such 

purpose, such as house-trailer, camp-trailer, camp- 

wagon, or the like, except by special written permit 

granted by the Director. 

(7) Games. Take part in or abet the playing of 

any games involving thrown or otherwise propelled 

object* such as balls, atones, arrows, javelins or 

model airplanes except in areas set apart for such 

forma of recreation. The playing of rough or com¬ 

paratively dangerous game* such a* football, baseball 

aiid soccer i« prohibited except on the field* and 

courts or area* provided therefor. Roller-ckating •hall 

be confined to thoic area* •pecifically designated for 

•uch activity. 

(8) lloroeback Riding. Ride « hor«» except on 

d**lgnated bridle trail*. Where percittod, hor*e* 

•hall be thoroughly broken and properly ftrained, *nd 

ridden with due care, and •ha-ll not b« «llow«d to grar 

or go unattended, nor •hall they b« hitched to any 

rook, tree or ehrub. 



:,';'Tliri VI. I'KIIAVlOK. No |u-r;;on in .1 |v,iri'. :.'iill: 

I'rpli_ll^lt^on. roascss or drink alcotiilic 

ln.-vur.'xjeu, l;xc«.-pt .13 Collowa: 
, i 

At certain aped Eically dcsl9na.ted rccrunt Ion 

centers whore meals or lunches are served 

under concession privileges the sale of alco¬ 

holic beverages by such concessionaire maybe 

permitted under the strict regulation and 

control of the Director. Sales of alcoholic 

beverages shall be made only in individual 

drinks (not in original packages or otherwise 

in bulk) and shall be consumed only on the 

immediate premises of the concession. 

(b) Intoxication. Enter or remain in a park 

while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 

(2) Fireworks and Explosives. Bring, possess, or 

safe off or otherwise cause to explode or discharge or 

burn, any fircrackers, torpedo, rocket, or other 

fireworks or explosives of inflammable material, or 

discharge them or throw them into any such area from 

land or highway adjacent thbreto. Thia prohibition 

Includes any substance, compound, mixture, or 

article that in conjunction with any other substance or 

c-i.napound would b« dangerous from any of the foregoing 

•tandpoint*. 

(3) Doreeatio Animals. De responsible for the 

entry of a dog or other domestic animal into areas 

other Ihnn automobile parking concourses and walk* 

ttm»<Unt«ly ailjacent thereto, and In such other area* 

as ray be clearly (Racked toy •algna plainly indlcatliig 

that dogs or o>.h«r do—cttc anidkala are pernltted In 

the l—*dlate area. Nothing h<<reln ahall be con«tru»J 

aa per«ltltnq the runnlna of doqe at larqe. Ml rtoga 

In thor areea «Aere au«h ant—la are perwttted »h«)l 



•illu^nl o;i I'utilic li.il.tii.ng bciichua til any Llinf. 

(4) H<-f>m vntion of Fnci 1 i.tteB . Occupy ;>ny ue.tt 

01 btinch, or cntoi inl-o or loiter or.rolA»in in any 

pavilion or other park structure or section thereof 

which may be reserved and designated by the Director 

for the use of the opposite sex. Exception is made for 

children under six years of age. Mor shall any person 

occupy an area designated and set aside for the exclu¬ 

sive uae of the handicapped, except for those persons 

attending aald handicapped persons. 

(5) Alms. Shall solicit alms or contributions 

for any purpose, whether public or private, without the 

express writen permission of the Director. 

(6) Fires. Build or attempt to build a fire 

except In such areas and under euch regulations as may 

be designated by the Director. No peraon shall drop, 

throw, or otherwise scatter llghtad matches, burning 

cigarettes or cigaro, tobacco paper or other Inflam¬ 

mable material, within any park area or on any highway, 

road or street abutting or contiguous thereto. 

(7) Closed Ureas. Enter an area posted as 

"Closed to the Public," nor shall any person use, or 

abet the use of any arna In violation of posted notices. 

(8) Games of. Chance. Gamble, or participate In 

or abet any gam* of chance. 

(9) Surf or Ski. Surf or ski at nny public beach 

not designated specifically for that purpose. 

(10) Btqns. Carry on or engage in any activity 

which .!• exprfly prohtblled by a poited •Ign. 

(11) l,ottTtnq •n^ Botsterpusno*. Sleep o« 

prolraotfrdly lounge on Ihe seals, or benches, or cx-her 

areas, or enqage In loud, boisterous, t-hr—teninq, atnj- 

•Iv, Irfultii^e oc ln<t»o<r>l lan9u*q«, or •ni}*)* In »/iy 

4|sor4«rly coquet or tcivvlor leftilinq to a hr«Th of 



••\!iltnt ,ii>y i-Tinil from th;t Director th-»t h<- cl.-il'-.;* 11 

li.iuf i-i'oii ro^ueat of nny >>ulhor i ia.\ poroon who i.ti.ill 

>><.-jiiu lo InsiptfCt the c.ino. 

(13) I ntprformcc with Permittees. Disturb or 

intcrfuro unreasonably with any person o.r party 

occupying any area, or participating in any'activity, 

under the authority of a permit. 

SECTION VII. MERCHANDISING, ADVERTISING AMD SIGNS. 

No person in a park shall< 

(1) Vending and Peddling. Expose or offer for 

sale any services, article or thing; nor ahall any par¬ 

son station or place any stand, cart, or vehicle for 

the transportation, sale or display of any such article 

or thing. Exception is here made as to any regularly 

licensed concessionaire or other person engaging in 

such activities by and under the authority and regula¬ 

tion of the Board of County Conunissioners or the 

Director. 

(2) Advertising. Annornce, advertise, or 

call the public attention in any way to any article or 

•ervic* for sal* ur hire. 

(3) Signs. Paste, qlue, tack or otherwise post 

any sign, placard, advertisement, or inscription what¬ 

ever; nor shall any person arect or cause to be 

•reeled any sign whatever on any public lands or high¬ 

way or roads adjacent; to a park. 

(4) Handbills. Distribute any handbills or cii 

culars, except by special written pwrmit granted by the 

Director. 

HKCTION VIH. PARK OPEKATINQ POLICY. 

(1) Hours. Kxcept for unutual and unforeseon 

e—rgenole*, p^rks ahall h« open to th« public •vry 

<1«y of th« yar during designated hours. Th* op«nln9 

and closing hours for —ch Individual park •hall b* 

pnsf4 th«fln for public Infor—lloft. Curfew at •II 

parka within Hanatee County ahall b» iwlv o'clock 

>•••— •* ft«h«rwla« f«r«ltk«4 by th« Director. 



[.') •<.'l^i<->l Air.^i. Any section 01 p.ii t- c; ,i.>y 

; .n \ m.iy t-r >lccl.>ir'l closii-'.l to tho public by tlir Dili-". 

nl .iriy (. i :nu •>ril for >>ny interval of tirr.*;, uitl;<.'r trr- 

l'.>i.» ily 01 .<(- n;<jul->r .Miil slated intervals (d.nly o; 

ollu-twiy) ami oittx;r ontiioly or mcrol'y' to ccit.oin 

uaua, as (.he nirector ohall. Eind leasonably tii.-ccsartt ..•. 

(3) Other Regulations. Any other rule or luquli- 

tion designed to enhance the public's enjoyment of a 

paid area or to assist in ita orderly operation may b< 

established by the Director with respect to particular 

parks or park areas by the posting of aigna stating 

such additional rule or regulation. 

(4) Exceptions. The Director may waive enforce¬ 

ment or application of any of the regulations or 

restrictions contained herein, with respect to par¬ 

ticular park areas or in connection with the issuance 

of permits for particular activities, upon determining 

that «uch action will not Interfere with the public'* 

health and safety or its full enjoyment of park. area* 

and facilities. 

(5) Permit. A permit ah«ll be obtained from the 

Director before participating In any activity within a 

park for which a permit is required hereunder. A per¬ 

mit must be obtained for all types of spec'il event* 

held on park or beach property. 

(a) Application. A person seeking i«-»u«r.c» 

of a permit hereunder shall tile an application 

with the Director. The application •hall •tafi 

(«-!) The name and addrer of the 

appllcnnti 

(a-1) The ivame and addre** of the p«r- 

son, persone, corporation or ••ocl*tlr>n 

sponaortnq the activity, if *nyt 

(••)) The day and hour* for which lh« 

perwit. !• iteslredt 

rll- 



(ii-^i) All eatiinut-i; of tlie tint ic 1(1^ tr 

»><• tcniliincu ; 

(a-6) Any othc'r inform^;; ion whi'n thr 

Director shall find rouBonably .neccasrtry lo ci 

fair determination ao to whether a permit 

should issue hercunder. 

(b) Standards for Issuance. The Director shall 

issue a permit hereunder when he finds: 

(b-1) That the proposed activity or use 

of the park will not unreasona^-/ interfere 

with or detract from the general public 

enjoyment of the park? 

(b-2) That the proposed activity and 

use will not unreasonably interfere with or 

detract from the promotion of public health, 

welfare, safety and recreation; 

(b-3) That the proposed activity or use 

is not reasonably anticipated to incite 

violence, crime or disorderly conduct. 

(b-4) That the proposed activity will 

not entail unusual, extraordinary or burden- 

son* expense or police operation by the 

County or by any city within which tie park 

is located. 

(b-5) That the facilities desired have 

not be«n raaorvod for other UBO at the day 

anil hour required in the appllcut Ion. 

(c) Effect of Permit. A p»rmltt»e shall b< 

hounil by •II pnrk rules and rt-iulatton* and all 

•pplicnbl* ordlnancas fully •• though thr •Arrr 

were inserfd In said p«rrlts. 

(d) Liability of P«n«ltt««. Th« p»r*on or 

p«rsons to Who— • p«r«tt is tssuwd •Ivll b» UaM» 

for •ny loss, daiwq* or Injury •uiflnwJ by •ny 



;•••[ •:..'[! K'I.I • r\'f;' t'y r«.'.i»i'):i oi lh>' r.f<'. i ir";ii;.' .-i?' i']" 

;..•;•..i:> or |irr^.i:ia to vti'),n ciu.-ti |"'r;".lt ; ii.i I ; i.r.'-- 

(u) Kfvoc.it i"n . Thi! nirrctor uli.i 1 I li.ivr l lir 

.nithority to rcvoku rt pormit upon /) finclinr) of 

violtitlon ot nny rule or ordinance,, or upon qon:\ 

c.iusic shown. 

SECTION IX. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES. 

(1) Any person violating any of the provisions of 

this ordinance shall be subject to expulsion from the 

park and, further, shall be subject to any penalty 

prescribed by general or local law which is applicable 

to such conduct or activity. 

(2) The provisions of this ordinance are not 

intended to abrogate any laws of the United States, the 

State of Florida, or any municipality or political sub- 

' division of the State of Florida wherein the park la 

located, but are intended to be merely supplemental 

thereto. 

SECTION X. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take 

effect immediately upon receipt of official notice from the 

office of the Secretary of State of Florida that this ordi¬ 

nance has bean filed with said office. 

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED by the Board of County ComroiBsloners 

of Hanafe County, Florida, thi» 26ch day of October 1932. 

i •'.0 " l. 
ATTtSTi R.\ B. SflORL BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Clerk of We' Circuit Court OP MANATEE COUNTY, VUWIDA. 

Vernon E. Vickora, 
10/26/82 
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