
RESOLUTION R-16-135 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN 

WHEREAS, Manatee County is eligible to receive federal funds through the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership programs from the Department of Housing & Urban Development 
(HUD) to be used in CDBG eligible areas, where deemed appropriate ; and 

WHEREAS, the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners approved Wade Trim to complete the 
Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan ; and 

WHEREAS , a community input meeting was held on March 7, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the required public hearing to gather input on the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan was held 
on August 23 , 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the required 30-day public comment period on the draft Action Plan was held between July 22, 
2016 and August 23, 2016; and 

WHEREAS , the Action Plan was developed with public input from all concerned citizens and organizations 
on the Rubonia Neighborhood Plan ; and 

WHEREAS , the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan is required to make the area eligible for CDBG funding . 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MANATEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT: 

1. The Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan dated July 22, 2016 is hereby adopted . 

2. Submission of this Resolution along with the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan dated July 22 , 
2016 to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is hereby authorized . 

ADOPTED, with a quorum present and voting this 23rd day of August, 2016. 

ATTEST: Angelina Colonneso 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

By ~~ 0'wr ():_ 
Deputy Clerk 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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Executive Summary  

Introduction 
Manatee County, Florida is an Entitlement County that receives federal funding on an annual basis 

through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Programs from which the 

County receives annual funding include the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, 

HOME Investment Partnerships Program, and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program. 

 

The County has adopted strategies and policies to focus on that address the statutory program goals as 

established by federal law: 

 

• Decent Housing: 

o Assist homeless persons to obtain affordable housing 

o Assist persons at risk of becoming homeless 

o Retain affordable housing stock 

o Increase the availability of affordable permanent housing in standard condition to low- 

and moderate income families, particularly to members of disadvantaged minorities 

without discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial 

status, or disability 

o Increase the supply of supportive housing which includes structural features and 

services to enable persons with special needs (including persons with HIV/AIDS) to live 

in dignity and independence 

o Provide affordable housing that is accessible to job opportunities. 

 

• A Suitable Living Environment: 

o Improve the safety and livability of neighborhoods 

o Increase access to quality public and private facilities and services 
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• Expanded Economic Opportunities: 

o Job creation and retention for low-income persons 

o Availability of mortgage financing for low-income persons at reasonable rates using 

nondiscriminatory lending practices 

o Empowerment and self-sufficiency for low-income persons to reduce generational 

poverty in federally assisted housing 

 

Given these statutory requirements, occasionally strategies and policies need to be revised or amended 

to better represent the times in which we are living. Recent changes in population and U.S. Census 

boundaries have triggered the need to review these strategies and policies. 

 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is an unincorporated community in Manatee County. Rubonia has roots that 

go back before the Great Florida Land Boom of the 1920s, all the way back to 1912 when William Smith 

subdivided the land and called it East Terra Ceia. He built housing there intended for migratory farm 

labor and other local farm labor. The town was known for having a Mardi Gras annually until 2015. 

  

Until the most recent US Census (2010), the Rubonia Neighborhood met the HUD definition for a low 

and moderate income area (given that is was within a Census Block Group that had a population that 

was 51% or more low and moderate income). Entitlement jurisdictions are allowed to expend CDBG 

funds in low and moderate income areas on “area benefit” projects such as sidewalks, road 

improvements, stormwater drainage projects, and other infrastructure improvements. 

 

The 2010 U.S. Census shows the Rubonia 

Neighborhood residing within Census 

Tract 16.01 Block Group number 2. It 

should be noted, as show in the Census 

Tract Block Group Context Map, the 

Rubonia Neighborhood limits do not 

match the Census Block group limits. 

 

The Fiscal Year 2016 Low and Moderate 

Income Summary Data provided by HUD 
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shows a low and moderate income percentage of 36.17 for this Census Block Group. This does not meet 

the 51% threshold required to be considered a low and moderate income area. 

 

Given these recent changes, the County has prepared the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan to 

potentially designate the area eligible for CDBG funding based on slum/blight conditions and income 

levels within the neighborhood.  

 

This analysis is comprised of several sections. The initial section provide a detailed description of the 

current demographic, land use, zoning, building, and environmental conditions found in Rubonia. The 

following section details pertaining to the public participation process that was utilized throughout the 

study. Next, is a detailed determination of the blight and income levels within Rubonia, consistent with 

Chapter 163, Part III. Community Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, Subsection 8, 

"Blighted Area" and the HUD definition for Low/Moderate Income Area (LMA). Finally, the 

Neighborhood Action Plan section recommends activities that can be undertaken to address the 

blighted elements within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

Collectively the following pages paint a picture of the neighborhood as it exists today. The observations 

recorded in the reports represent the physical, social, and economic context within which the Rubonia 

Neighborhood Action Plan has been prepared. This document also provides a factual reference for 

developing future planning policies and recommendations for the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

HISTORIC PROJECTS AND REDEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 

Over the past 20 years there have been a number of projects and efforts implemented by Manatee 

County within the Rubonia Neighborhood. Below is a listing of these recent efforts: 

• 2016 - Repairs to the Rubonia Community Center to include new air conditioning, new drop 

ceiling, all new kitchen with appliances, inside painting, playground repair, dugouts, carpeting of 

two offices, office furniture, table and chairs, etc. 

• 2016 - Manatee County General Fund provided funding for a drop in summer youth program. 

• 2013 - Manatee County General Fund provided funding to United Community Centers to have a 

pilot program and a drop in summer youth program. 

• 2013 – A senior program was held at the Rubonia Community Center. 
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• 2012 – A road resurfacing project was completed in the area.  The total project cost was 

$120,149.20. The following roads were resurfaced: 

o  69th Street Court East 

o 70th Street Court East 

o 71st Street 

o  71st Street Court East 

o 72nd Street East 

o 11th Avenue East 

o 12th Avenue Drive East 

o 14th Avenue  East 

o 15th Avenue East 

o 15th Avenue Drive East 

• 31 Households Received (Rehabilitation, Replacement, etc.): 

o SHIP          $1,239,375 

o HOME      $220,416 

o Local General Revenue   $ 11,900.00 

TOTAL   $1,471,692 
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The Data  

Demographic Information 
Demographic information for the Rubonia Neighborhood is sourced from the most recent U.S. Census 

conducted in 2010 and the supplemental Rubonia Census conducted in 2016.  A description of these two 

data sources follows: 

 

2010 U.S. Census Data 

At the time of the 2010 U.S. Census, the Rubonia Neighborhood was within census Tract 16.01, 

census Block Group 2, and was comprised of the following 16 census Blocks: 2046, 2048, 2052-

2057, 2060-2062, 2075-2078, and 2080.  The 2010 Census Summary File 1 was used to 

determine the last complete count of the neighborhood’s population, households, housing 

units, racial and ethnic composition, and age. 

 

2016 Rubonia Census Data 

Because six (6) years had passed since the 2010 U.S. Census took place, a supplemental Rubonia 

Census was conducted in April 2016.  An invitation to the 2016 Rubonia Census was mailed to 

each utility account in the Rubonia Neighborhood with options to complete a survey either 

online or by telephone.  A total of 141 surveys were mailed, each with a unique identifier code 

to prevent duplicate responses.  Additionally, Manatee County staff hosted a computer station 

at a local church where residents could come and complete the survey online if they did not 

personally have access to a computer.  A total of 101 surveys (71.6%) were returned, including 

83 complete and 18 partial responses. 

 

POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS 

According to the U.S. Census, 357 people were living within the Rubonia Neighborhood in the year 2010.  

At that time, there were 117 households within the Rubonia Neighborhood with an average household 
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size of three (3) persons per household.  Based on responses to the 2016 Rubonia Census, at least 236 

people live within the neighborhood currently.   

 

HOUSING UNITS 

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, 135 housing units were counted within the Rubonia Neighborhood at 

that time.  It is estimated that there are approximately 141 housing units in the neighborhood currently, 

given current utility department and property appraiser records. 

 

OWNERSHIP/TENURE 

Based on responses to the 2016 Rubonia Census, the majority (68.2%) of Rubonia Neighborhood 

residents owns their home, whereas 31.8% rents their home.  The average length of residence is 26.5 

years, with responses spanning from less than one year to 80 years. 

 

RACE 

The majority of Rubonia Neighborhood residents are Black or African American.  At the time of the 2010 

U.S. Census, nearly half (47.6%) of Rubonia Neighborhood residents reported as Black or African-

American, 11.2% reported as White, 2.5% reported as Asian, less than 1% reported as American Indian 

and Alaska Native, less than 1% reported as Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, 37.0% reported as 

some other race, and 1.4% reported as multi-racial. 

 

At the time of the 2016 Rubonia Census, 135 people (60.3%) reported as Black or African-American, 39 

people (17.4%) reported as White, five (5) people (2.2%) reported as Asian, one person (<1%) reported 

as American Indian and Alaska Native, one person (<1%) reported as Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 

Islander, and 43 people (19.2%) reported as some other race or multi-racial.   

 

ETHNICITY 

At the time of the 2010 U.S. Census, 35% of residents reported as Hispanic or Latino and 65% reported 

as not Hispanic or Latino.  This ethnic composition has remained unchanged since 2010, with 

approximately one-third of Rubonia Neighborhood residents reporting as Hispanic or Latino in 2016.  

Based on responses to the 2016 community survey, 76 people responded as Hispanic or Latino.  In 

contrast, 144 people reported as not Hispanic or Latino.  Of those responding to the question in 2016, 

35% reported as Hispanic or Latino, which is the same percentage that reported in 2010. 
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AGE 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is multi-generational, with a relatively even share of youth, adults, and 

seniors.  Based on responses to the 2016 Rubonia Census, there are 58 youth between 0 and 17 years of 

age living in the Rubonia Neighborhood.  Additionally, there are 86 adults between 18 and 55 years of 

age, and 75 seniors over 55 years of age.  Of those responding to the question, 27% were youth, 39% 

were adults, and 34% were seniors. 

 

ANNUAL INCOME 

The 2016 HUD Area Median Income (AMI) for Manatee County is $61,900, with a low income (80%) limit 

of $49,500, a very low income (50%) limit of $30,950, and an extremely low income limit of $24,300 for 

a typical family of four persons.  Based on responses to the 2016 Rubonia Census, the average annual 

household income in the Rubonia Neighborhood is $23,583, which is considered poverty-level based on 

the 2016 Poverty Guidelines for the contiguous United States as established by the Department of 

Health and Human Services.  

 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

More than half (52.3%) of Rubonia Neighborhood households receive some type of public assistance 

such as Medicaid, Section 8, or food assistance.  Conversely, less than half (47.7%) of Rubonia 

Neighborhood households do not receive some type of public assistance. 

 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

As of May 2016, the unemployment rate for Manatee County, Florida, was 3.9%, according to the 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Labor Market Statistics.  Based on responses 

to the 2016 Rubonia Census, 14.8% of respondents are unemployed, which is nearly 11 percentage 

points higher than the County as a whole.  In the Rubonia Neighborhood, 9.9% are employed part-time, 

25.9% are employed full-time, 37.0% are retired, and 12.3% are disabled. 

 

EDUCATION 

Approximately one-third (28.8%) of the 2016 Rubonia Census respondents did not finish high school.  

Approximately half (43.8%) graduated high school or earned a GED, 2.5% graduated trade or technical 

school, and 11.3% has some college experience.  Additionally, 7.5% have an associate’s degree, 5.0% 
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have a Bachelor’s degree, and 1.3% has a graduate or professional degree of some kind (e.g. Master’s 

Ph.D., M.D., etc.) 

 

ACCESS TO THE INTERNET 

Based on responses to the 2016 Rubonia Census, the majority of Rubonia Neighborhood residents does 

not have access to the internet in their home.  Approximately 60.5% of residents responded “no” they 

do not have access to the internet; whereas, 39.5% of residents responded “yes” they do have access. 
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The Land 

Physical Characteristics 
LAND USE AND ZONING 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is generally located in northern Manatee County, just south of I-275 and 

west of U.S. 41 at the northernmost extent of Terra Ceia Bay.  The neighborhood is immediately situated 

between a railroad corridor to the east and the coastline of Terra Ceia Bay to the west.  The 

neighborhood is served by a grid-network of local streets, with major roads being 72nd Street Court East, 

which runs east west, and Bayshore Road, which runs north south. 

 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is comprised of approximately 84 acres of land, of which 73 acres are 

platted or otherwise parceled for ownership.  According to the Manatee County property appraiser, 

there are a total of 240 parcels.  The following describes the existing and future land uses within the 

neighborhood, and current zoning districts. 

 

Existing Land Use 

Existing land use data was obtained from the Manatee County Property Appraiser.  The Rubonia 

Neighborhood is a platted residential neighborhood and remains residential in character, with 

approximately 32% of parcels occupied by single family residences and approximately 14% occupied by 

duplex or other multi-family residences.  A quarter (25%) of parcels are currently vacant or have 

undetermined uses.  An additional 18% of parcels are owned or utilized by Manatee County.  These 

government-owned parcels contain lift stations and other utilities.  A very small percentage (10%) of 

property in the Rubonia Neighborhood is used for commercial, industrial, or institutional activities.  Such 

uses include small stores, car repair, marine repair, open supply/storage, and churches.  These activities 

are concentrated in the western half of the neighborhood, on or near Bayshore Road. 
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Table 1 shows the acreage (in parcels) of existing land uses within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

TABLE 1: EXISTING LAND USE 

Existing Land Use Acres Percentage 

Vacant or Unknown 17.9 25% 

Single Family Residential 23.1 32% 

Residential Amenity 0.1 <1% 

Duplex 0.8 1% 

Multi-Family (3 to 9 units) 8.2 11% 

House Plus Duplex 1.2 2% 

Commercial (Store) 0.3 <1% 

Marina / Pier 1.7 2% 

Garage / Auto Body / Paint Shop 3.6 5% 

Nightclub / Lounge / Bar 0.1 0% 

Open Supply / Junk Yard 1.3 2% 

Church 0.8 1% 

Government (County) 13.3 18% 

Submerged Land (Water) 0.1 0% 

TOTAL 72.5 100% 

Table 1 – Existing Land Use 
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The Existing Land Use Map shows the distribution of existing land uses within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood. 

 
 

Future Land Use 

Consistent with existing uses, the Rubonia Neighborhood is portrayed on Manatee County’s Future Land 

Use Map as primarily residential.  More than half (65%) of the neighborhood’s land area is shown as 

RES-6 or RES-9, which allow for residential, neighborhood retail and professional/personal service office 

uses, as well as recreation facilities, at a density of six and nine units per gross acre, respectively, and a 

floor area ratio of 0.23.  Another 23% is shown as the RES-1 category, which allows for the same uses at 

a density of one dwelling unit per gross acre and a floor area ratio of 0.23.  In contrast, approximately 

10% is shown as ROR, which allows for retail, office, or residential use at a density of nine dwelling units 

per gross acre or a floor area ratio of 0.35.  The remaining areas are shown as industrial: IH (2%) and IL 

(<1%).  These areas correspond to the few existing commercial and industrial activities within the 

neighborhood, with floor area ratios of 0.5 and 0.75, respectively. 
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Table 2 shows the acreage (in land) of allowable future land uses within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

TABLE 2: FUTURE LAND USE 

Future Land Use Acres Percentage 

RES-1 19.1 23% 

RES-6 1.0 <1% 

RES-9 53.3 64% 

ROR 8.3 10% 

IL 0.5 <1% 

IH 1.6 2% 

TOTAL 83.8 100% 

Table 2 – Future Land Use 

 

The Future Land Use Map shows the distribution of allowable future land uses within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood. 
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Zoning 

Nearly all (94%) of the Rubonia Neighborhood land area is zoned by Manatee County as Village (VIL).  

The Village District, generally, is established to conserve the distinctive rural village character of rural 

communities where conventional urban zoning would be inconsistent with established patterns of land 

use and to ensure that new uses which might be located in these areas can be harmoniously 

incorporated into their surroundings. 

 

Specific to the Rubonia Neighborhood, the “Rubonia” Village District allows for a maximum residential 

density of 3.0 units per acre and a maximum floor area ratio of 0.23, with a maximum building height of 

35 feet.  Also unique to Rubonia is the allowance for duplexes, triplexes, and quadruplexes by special 

permit in the Village District.  Minimum allowable lot areas and lot widths are relatively compact in 

Rubonia (e.g. 6,000 square feet and 60 feet, respectively) when compared to other areas zoned Village 

(e.g. for Myakka or Parrish, 10,000 square feet and 75 feet, respectively). 
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Approximately 6% of the land area is zoned as Planned Development, either PD-R (<1%), PD-RV (2%) or 

PD-W (3%), and less than 1% of the land area is within another zoning district.    

 

Table 3 shows the acreage (in land) of zoning districts within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

TABLE 3: ZONING 

Zoning Acres Percentage 

Village (VIL) 78.7 94% 

Planned Development Residential (PD-R) 0.1 <1% 

Planned Development Recreational Vehicle (PD-RV) 1.3 2% 

Planned Development Waterfront (PD-W) 2.7 3% 

Light Manufacturing (LM) 0.5 <1% 

A-1 0.5 <1% 

TOTAL 83.8 100% 

Table 3 – Zoning 
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The Zoning Map shows the distribution of allowable future land uses within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is served by public roadways and Manatee County water and sewer.  Some 

properties have septic systems.  For the most part, ditches, swales, and culverts in the public right-of-

way carry stormwater from the neighborhood to adjacent water bodies. The neighborhood is also 

located at the northernmost extent of Terra Ceia Bay, within close proximity to the waterfront and the 

mouth of McMullen Creek, which is tidally influenced.  Wetlands are primarily estuarine, characterized 

by native mangroves and several invasive plant species including Australian Pine, Brazilian Pepper, and 

Carrotwood.   
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TRANSPORTATION AND CONNECTIVITY 

Rubonia is served by a grid-network of local streets, with major collector roads being 72nd Street Court 

East, which runs eat west, and Bayshore Road, which runs north south.  The neighborhood lacks public 

sidewalks and lighting is limited to intersections and mid-block on larger blocks. 

 

Accident reports available on the Manatee County GIS Mobile Server website show that the majority of 

accidents occur at intersections with Bayshore Road and 72nd Street Court East, where traffic volume is 

highest.  However, accidents have occurred on other roads within the neighborhood.  These accidents 

have been primarily vehicular, though some pedestrian injuries have occurred.  For example, in 2007, a 

pedestrian was hit on 72nd Street East and in 2015 a child was killed while riding a bicycle at the 

intersection of  14th Avenue East and 72nd Street Court East. 

 

There are two Manatee County public transit stops in the neighborhood, at either end of 72nd Street 

Court East.  These stops have benches, sidewalks, pads, shelters, garbage receptacles, and lighting 

installed as recently as 2015.  According to the Manatee County GIS Mobile Server website, transit 

ridership at these stops is characterized as “low”.   

 

UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is served by Manatee County public water (potable) and sewer.  No 

reclaimed water is available.  Solid waste collection occurs twice weekly.  

 

Manatee County potable water main lines are available on every road in the Rubonia Neighborhood, 

with major connections at Bayshore Road and at 73rd Street East.  The more rural area immediately 

north of the Rubonia Neighborhood is not served by public water currently.  Within the neighborhood, 

potable water consumption is generally low, as most properties are residential.   

 

Manatee County gravity sewer lines are available on every road in the Rubonia Neighborhood; however, 

some properties have septic tanks either in use or that have been abandoned.  A single force main line 

runs along 72nd Street Court East, down 15th Avenue East, and along 72nd Street East to one Manatee 

County lift station (Lift Station N4-B/550) at 1211 72nd Street East.  Manholes are located at each 

intersection and mid-block. 
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Solid waste collection occurs every Tuesday and Friday and recycling and yard waste is collected on 

Wednesdays. 

 

STORMWATER 

For the most part, ditches, grass swales, and driveway culverts in the public right-of-way carry 

stormwater from the neighborhood to adjacent water bodies.  Stormwater is carried southward, where 

stormwater is released at the termini of 15th Avenue Drive East, 15th Avenue East, 12th Avenue Drive 

East, and 11th Avenue East at the creek. 

 

From County department staff and Rubonia resident input, stormwater is one of the primary issues in 

the Rubonia Neighborhood.  Not only is standing water a problem, but mosquito control and related 

impacts are a concern.  Compounding the issue is the neighborhood’s location in the 100-year 

floodplain, where the potential for severe flooding exists. 

 

FLOODPLAINS 

All (100%) of the Rubonia Neighborhood land area is within Zone AE of the 100-year floodplain, for 

which base flood elevations are determined.  Over half (69%) of the neighborhood has a base flood 

elevation of 8 feet,  approximately 19% of the neighborhood has a base flood elevation of 9 feet, and 

approximately 8% of the neighborhood has a base flood elevation of 10 feet. This is particularly 

important to note when utilizing federal funds to complete activities within the Rubonia Neighborhood.  

 Federally-financed projects which affect floodplains and wetlands must undertake a special review 

procedure which provides for: a) public notice; b) review of alternatives; c) development of steps to 

minimize impacts; and, d) special efforts to restore ecological, environmental and physical land use 

characteristics after project completion. For projects which actually occur in a designated 

floodplain/wetland area, it must be documented that no practicable alternative development site can 

be found outside the floodplain. All physical properties within the floodplain acquired, rehabilitated or 

constructed with federal funds must acquire flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance 

Program. 
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Table 4 shows the acreage (in land) of floodplain within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

TABLE 4:  FLOODPLAINS 

Flood Zone (Base Flood Elevation) Acres Percentage 

AE (8 feet) 58.03 69% 

AE (9 feet) 18.67 22% 

AE (10 feet) 7.63 9% 

TOTAL 84.33 100% 

Table 4 – Floodplains 

 

The Floodplain Map shows the location of floodplain and base flood elevations within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood. 
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WETLANDS AND BAYS 

The neighborhood is located at the northernmost extent of Terra Ceia Bay, within close proximity to the 

waterfront and the mouth of McMullen Creek, which is tidally influenced.  Wetlands are primarily 

estuarine, characterized by native mangroves and several invasive plant species including Australian 

Pine, Brazilian Pepper, and Carrotwood.  Terra Ceia Bay and its tributaries are aquatic preserves 

recognized as Outstanding Florida Waters (OFWs).  The neighborhood borders these waters at the west 

and south; however, with the exception of mangrove swamp and saltwater marsh estuarine wetlands 

near the waterfront, there are no other wetlands within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Immediately north of the Rubonia Neighborhood is the Southern Agricultural Insecticides facility located 

at 7600 Bayshore Road.  This facility is listed on the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

website as a Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator and identified as a hazardous materials 

facility on the Manatee County GIS Mobile Server website.  The facility stores bulk fertilizers and 

insecticide for wholesale distribution and containers are disposed off-site. 

 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

According to the Manatee County’s Sheriff’s Office Semi-Annual and Annual Uniform Crime Reports, the 

Rubonia Neighborhood appears as having a relatively moderate to high concentration of crime in the 

County’s hotspot analysis for District 3, appearing as early as the year 2012 and through the year 2015.  

A review of Manatee County’s CrimeMapping.com website shows that there were 14 crimes mapped 

within the Rubonia Neighborhood between January 14, 2016 and July 12, 2016 (the most recent six-

month period), of which eight were assaults and two were larceny.  Other incidences of crime were 

vandalism, burglary, robbery, and fraud.   Since January 14, 2016, the neighborhood has experienced an 

average of two incidences of crime per month. 

 

BUILDING CONDITIONS AND CODE ENFORCEMENT 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is comprised of 240 parcels of land, of which 72% are developed and nearly 

one-third (28%) are undeveloped.  It is estimated that there are approximately 170 buildings in the 

neighborhood (excluding accessory structures). 
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Building Conditions 

An assessment of building conditions was conducted on March 7, 2016.  Building conditions were 

assessed based on the following rating system: 

• A – Sound, no major structural defects AND less than five (5) minor structural defects 

• B – Deteriorating, one major structural defect OR five (5) or more minor structural defects 

• C – Substandard, two or more major structural defects OR one major structural defect and five 

(5) or more minor structural defects 

• V – Vacant, No Rating 

• NA – Not Applicable, No Rating 

 

Building condition was assessed at the neighborhood, census block, and street frontage level.   

 

Neighborhood Level 

Of all developed parcels in the Rubonia Neighborhood, 88 parcels (37%) have buildings that are 

sound, 63 parcels (26%) have buildings that are deteriorating, and 18 parcels (8%) have buildings 

that appear to be substandard.  In total, 34% of developed parcels appear to be deteriorating or 

substandard.  

 

Census Block Level 

At the time of the 2010 U.S. Census, the Rubonia Neighborhood was within census Tract 16.01, 

census Block Group 2, and was comprised of the following 16 census Blocks: 2046, 2048, 2052-

2057, 2060-2062, 2075-2078, and 2080.  Of these, 14 census Blocks contain buildings that are to 

some degree deteriorating or substandard.  The Building Conditions shows the distribution of 

building condition by census Block within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 
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Deteriorating or substandard buildings were most prevalent in census Blocks 2046, 2056, 2075, 

and 2080, where 40% or more of the properties therein have buildings in poor condition.  In 

contrast, 20% or less of the properties in census Blocks 2054, 2057, 2076, and 2078 have 

buildings in poor condition.  Census Blocks 2048 and 2052 are waterfront and contain no 

buildings. 

 

Street Frontage Level 

Building condition was also assessed by street frontage.  The following Building Conditions Map 

shows the distribution of building condition by street frontage within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood. 

 

Streets having the highest percentage of properties with deteriorating or substandard buildings 

include the majority of 72nd Street East, from Bayshore Drive to 15th Avenue East (Areas 6, 7, 8, 
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and 9); and portions of 72nd Street Court East (Area 5), 71st Street East (Area 11), 70th Street 

Court East (Area 16), and 11th Avenue East (Area 17).  Building conditions are most sound on 71st 

Street East (Areas 13 and 14), portions of 69th Street Court East (Area 18), and portions of 72nd 

Street Court East (Areas 2 and 3). 
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Code Enforcement 

A list of recent code enforcement violations from January 2010 through January 2016 was compiled 

from the Manatee County GIS Mobile Server website.  These violations are shown below in Table 5. 

 

TABLE 5:  CODE VIOLATIONS 

Code Violation Type 
Number of 

Code 
Violations 

Percentage 

Junk Vehicle 6 7% 

Miscellaneous 7 8% 

Overgrown 56 67% 

Permitting 3 4% 

Restricted Vehicle 4 5% 

Trash and Debris 6 7% 

Unsafe 1 1% 

Zoning, FSP, Tree Removal 1 1% 

Total 84 100% 

Table 5 – Code Violations 

 

From January 2010 through January 2016, there were 84 code enforcement violations related to 48 

unique properties in the Rubonia Neighborhood.  The majority (67%) of these pertained to overgrown 

yards, 12% was related to restricted or junk vehicles, 7% was related to trash and debris, and 4% was 

related to permitting issues.  The remaining 10% was related to unsafe structures, zoning issues, tree 

removal, or other miscellaneous violations. 

 

The Code Enforcement Map shows the distribution of code violations within the Rubonia Neighborhood 

over the past six (6) years. 
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HOUSING PROFILE 

 

Age of Housing Stock 

The Rubonia Neighborhood features a mature housing stock, as demonstrated by 2010 Census Data. The 

majority (71%) of housing units were developed prior to 1980, and 18% of housing units were developed 

prior to 1950.  When compared to Manatee County as a whole, (42.4%) of housing units were developed 

prior to 1980, and 3.4% of housing units were developed prior to 1950. 

 

Ownership 

Unlike other areas of Manatee County, property within the Rubonia Neighborhood has historically been 

held in families, with many properties owned by the same person or related persons.  Of the 240 

property records within the neighborhood, 34 represent multi-unit buildings on parcels owned by the 

same 11 individuals.  Of the remaining 217 distinct property records, ownership is comprised of only 110 
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unique surnames.  In total, of the 217 distinct property records within the neighborhood, there are only 

159 unique property owners. 

 

Property Values 

According to the Manatee County Property Appraiser GIS Parcel Database (Downloaded on February 17, 

2016), property values in the Rubonia Neighborhood are relatively low compared to the County as a 

whole.  The average assessed property value in the neighborhood is $42,609, with a median assessed 

property value of only $34,475.  In contrast, the median assessed property value for Manatee County is 

$130,193.  Land values are very low, with an average land value of $9,966 and a median land value of 

only $5,200 in the Rubonia Neighborhood, compared to a median land value of $26,500 for Manatee 

County.   

   

Vacancy Rates 

According to the 2014 American Community Survey (ACS, Five-Year Estimates), the Block Group 

containing the Rubonia Neighborhood is estimated to have a residential vacancy rate of 25.6%.  

Moreover, according to Esri data accessed on March 7, 2016, there was a residential vacancy rate of 

18.3% within a 10-minute walk time radius of the Rubonia Neighborhood in 2015.  In contrast, according 

to the 2014 ACS, the vacancy rate is estimated to be 12.9% for the postal zip code (34221) and 11.5% for 

Manatee County as a whole. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSETS 

Rubonia has few neighborhood assets, with the primary asset being the recently reopened Rubonia 

Community Center and Park, located centrally within the neighborhood.  Additionally, there are two 

public transit stops on 72nd Street Court East, as discussed in previous sections.  Public safety services, 

schools, libraries, places of worship, and other facilities are located in greater Manatee County.  The 

Neighborhood Assets Map shows the distribution of neighborhood assets within and proximate to the 

Rubonia Neighborhood. 
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Public Safety 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is within the North River Fire District.  The nearest fire station is North River 

Fire District Station #2, located at 823 49th Street East, which is approximately two-miles south of 

Rubonia.  The neighborhood is served by 12 Manatee County fire hydrants. 

 

Additionally, the Rubonia Neighborhood is in evacuation zone “A”, meaning that the neighborhood 

would be one of the first to be evacuated in the event of a hurricane.  The nearest evacuation route is 

U.S. 41 and the nearest shelters are Tillman Elementary School to the south and Mills Elementary School 

and Buffalo Creek Middle School to the east.  The nearest hospital is Manatee Memorial Hospital in 

Bradenton, approximately seven-miles south. 
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Schools  

There are no public schools within the Rubonia Neighborhood.  The nearest public school is Palm View 

Elementary School located at 6025 Bayshore Road, which is approximately one-mile south of the 

Rubonia Neighborhood.  The school property is owned and operated by the Manatee County School 

Board. 

 

Libraries 

There are no public libraries within the Rubonia Neighborhood.  The nearest public library is the 

Palmetto Branch located at 923 6th Street West in Palmetto, which is approximately five-miles south of 

the Rubonia Neighborhood.  

 

Parks and Recreation 

The Rubonia Neighborhood is served by the Rubonia 

Community Center and Park, which is located at 

1309 72nd St E.  Consisting of approximately 4.5 gross 

acres and 1.5 active acres, this property is owned by 

Manatee County.   

 

Rubonia Community Center and Park is the only 

active recreational facility within the neighborhood 

and contains a playground with swing sets, 

basketball court, multi-purpose field, community center building, and a small storage building. After a 

long closure, the Rubonia Community Center building was recently reopened by Manatee County in 

2016 to serve the neighborhood.   Among other activities, the Rubonia Community Center offers 

summer programming, including free meals for children during school breaks.  

 

Also nearby is the Terra Ceia Preserve State Park on Bishop Harbour Road, consisting of approximately 

2,000 acres.  Terra Ceia Preserve State Park is owned by the State of Florida and managed by the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) for habitat preservation and limited public 

use. The nearest public boat ramp is located to south at U.S. 19 and Terra Ceia Bay. 
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Places of Worship 

There are three places of worship located within the 

Rubonia Neighborhood.  The Macedonia Baptist 

Church is located at 1026 72nd Street Ct East, 

Palmetto, FL 34221 in the northerneast of Rubonia. 

The second is the Shining Light Cogic located at 

1106 71st Street East, Palmetto, FL 34221 which is 

centralized in the Rubonia Neighborhood. The 

Rubonia Church of Christ is located at 1124 72nd 

Street Ct East, Rubonia, FL 34221.
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The Process 

Public Participation 
CONSULTATION 

The development of the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan requires extensive citizen participation. 

Throughout the development of the plan, the project team underwent an in depth citizen participation 

process. Manatee County believes it is important to obtain the views of residents who live in low-and 

moderate income areas, as well as service providers who deliver services to low-income and special 

needs residents. 

 

The following describes the public participation process that was completed for the Rubonia 

Neighborhood Action Plan. 

 

Internal Department Meeting 

On March 7, 2016 at 1:00pm, the County along with the Consultant team conducted an internal 

department meeting to discuss the Rubonia Neighborhood, exchange information, and identify issues 

facing the Rubonia Neighborhood. Departments and Divisions represented included the Neighborhood 

Services, Neighborhood Planning, Community Development, Housing, and Building and Development 

Services. 

 

Rubonia Community Workshop 

On March 7, 2016, County staff and the Consultant team held a community meeting within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood in an effort to gain input from Rubonia residents regarding neighborhood issues and 

priorities. The meeting was held at 7:00pm at the: 

 

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church 

1026 72nd Street Ct. E. 

Palmetto, FL 34221 
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Approximately 51 individuals representing neighborhood or community interests attended the meeting. 

In an effort to provide an environment that would allow for all attendees to be heard, a three tier 

approach was conducted. The first was to present an educational PowerPoint presentation, which 

provided: background on the purpose of drafting the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan; which 

activities and areas are eligible for HUD funding; and, the schedule that Manatee County will follow to 

approve the plan. 

 

Secondly, attendees were divided into five (5) focus groups. Each focus group was tasked with discussing 

their topic and compiling ideas and issues surrounding their topic. Topics included: land use/zoning; 

environmental conditions; building conditions/code enforcement; utilities/stormwater; and, 

neighborhood assets. Each group was assigned a group leader to aid in the discussion and ultimately 

report back to the larger group with their findings. 

 

Finally, the third approach was an open discussion where attendees listened to the results from each 

focus group and provided additional comment to the group as a whole. 

 

Although there are many issues that attendees felt are important, there are a few needs and issues that 

were stressed throughout the meeting as being of the highest priority: 

 

Drainage:  

• Redesign/Improve stormwater system to get rid of ditches 

• Make residential structural/foundation improvements to minimize flood damage potential 

• Targeted mosquito control 

 

Pedestrian safety:  

• Construct sidewalks  

• Install traffic calming measures (speed limit enforcement, lower speed limits (signage), install 

speed bumps/tables, etc.)  

• Improve street lighting/security 

 

Public Facilities:  

• Open community center for youth and seniors and to host community events 
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Property Concerns:  

• Code Enforcement 

• Incentivize improvements to or sale of bank-owned properties  

• Utilize prisoners/community service for clean-up; etc.  

• Revitalize underutilized/abandoned commercial buildings for local businesses/neighborhood 

services (e.g. grocery, cafe, laundromat, etc.) 

 

Action/Implementation:  

• Notify community when and how allocation of funding will be used 

• Keep lines of communication open and demonstrate government effectiveness 

 

Board of County Commissioners Briefing 

On March 8, 2016 Manatee County staff and the Consultant team attended the regularly scheduled 

Manatee County Board of County Commissioners meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to brief 

County Commissioners and the public on the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan. 

 

Rubonia Community Meetings 

The Rubonia Neighborhood conducts monthly neighborhood meetings with residents of the Rubonia 

neighborhood. County staff has attended these monthly meetings on a regular basis to inform the 

community on the progress of the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan and to keep the lines of 

communication between the neighborhood and the County open. 

 

Meeting summaries for each meeting pertaining to the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan are included 

within the Appendix of this report. 

 

2016 Rubonia Census 

Because six (6) years had passed since the 2010 U.S. Census took place, a supplemental Rubonia Census 

was conducted in April 2016.  An invitation to the 2016 Rubonia Census was mailed to each utility 

account in the Rubonia Neighborhood with options to complete a survey either online or by telephone. 

In addition, on Thursday, April 28, 2016, County staff and Rubonia Community Association 

representatives made themselves available at a local church to assist those who needed help in 

completing the survey by providing laptops at a designated location within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 
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A total of 141 surveys were mailed, each with a unique identifier code to prevent duplicate responses.  

Additionally, Manatee County staff hosted a computer station at a local church where residents could 

come and complete the survey online if they did not personally have access to a computer.  A total of 

101 surveys (71.6%) were returned, including 83 complete and 18 partial responses. 

 

30-Day Public Comment Period 

According to the Manatee County Citizen Participation Plan, plans pertaining to federal funding received 

through HUD entitlement grants will be available for a 30-day public comment period. The Plan was 

made available to the public on July 22, 2016, and concluded on August 23, 2016. 

 

During this period, copies of the Plan were available for review at the Manatee County Neighborhood 

Services Department, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, 5th Floor, Bradenton, and also at the following 

Manatee County Library locations: 

 

Central Branch 

1301 Barcarrota Boulevard West 

Bradenton, FL 34205 

 

Palmetto Branch 

923 6th Street West 

Palmetto, FL 34221 

 

Rocky Bluff Branch 

7016 US Highway 301 

Ellenton, FL 34222 
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Written comments on the Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan were accepted until August 23, 2016 at 

5:00 PM. Public comments were to be addressed to: 

 

Debbie Deleon 

Neighborhood Services Coordinator 

Manatee County Government 

Neighborhood Services Department 

1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, FL 34205 

941-749-3029 

debbie.deleon@mymanatee.org 

 

Final Public Hearing/Approval 

A final public hearing was held to review and approve for submission the Final Rubonia Neighborhood 

Action Plan on August 23, 2016 at 9:00 AM or as soon thereafter as can be heard at the: 

 

Manatee County Administration Building 

1st Floor Chambers 

1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, FL 34205 

 

mailto:debbie.deleon@mymanatee.org
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Determination 

Slum/Blight and Low/Mod Area Determination 
The authorizing statute of the CDBG program requires that each activity funded except for program 

administration and planning activities must meet one of three national objectives. The three national 

objectives are: 

• Benefit to low- and moderate- income (LMI) persons; 

• Aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; and 

• Meet a need having a particular urgency (referred to as urgent need). 

 

The following details summarize why activities carried out within the Rubonia Neighborhood meet two 

of these national objectives defined by HUD.  

 

ELIMINATION OF SLUM AND BLIGHT 

To qualify under the national objective of slum and blight on an area basis (SBA), an activity must meet 

all of the following criteria: 

1. The area must be officially designated by the grantee and must meet a definition of a slum, 

blighted, deteriorated or deteriorating area under State or local law. 

2. The area must exhibit the following physical signs of blight or decay: 

a. There must be a substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating buildings 

throughout the area. 

b. Documentation must be maintained by the grantee on the boundaries of the area and 

the conditions which qualified the area at the time of its designation. 

c. Activities to be assisted with CDBG funds must be limited to those that address one or 

more of the conditions which contributed to the deterioration of the area. (Note that 

this does not limit the activities to those that address the blight or decay itself, but it 

allows an activity to qualify if it can be shown to address a condition that is deemed to 

have contributed to the decline of the area.) 
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For the purposes of this study, the definition of a slum, blighted, or deteriorating area is defined within 

Chapter 163, Part III. Community Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8: 

8. “Blighted Area” means an area in which there are a substantial number of deteriorated, or 

deteriorating structures, in which conditions, as indicated by government-maintained 

statistics or other studies, are leading to economic distress or endanger life or property, and 

in which two or more of the following factors are present: 

a. Predominance of defective or inadequate street layout, parking facilities, roadways, 

bridges, or public transportation facilities; 

b. Aggregate assessed values of real property in the area for ad valorem tax purposes 

have failed to show any appreciable increase over the 5 years prior to the finding of 

such conditions; 

c. Faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness; 

d. Unsanitary or unsafe conditions; 

e. Deterioration of site or other improvements; 

f. Inadequate and outdated building density patterns; 

g. Falling lease rates per square foot of office, commercial, or industrial space 

compared to the remainder of the county or municipality; 

h. Tax or special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land; 

i. Residential and commercial vacancy rates higher in the area than in the remainder 

of the county or municipality; 

j. Incidence of crime in the area higher than in the remainder of the county or 

municipality; 

k. Fire and emergency medical service calls to the area proportionately higher than in 

the remainder of the county or municipality; 

l. A greater number of violations of the Florida Building Code in the area than the 

number of violations recorded in the remainder of the county or municipality; 

m. Diversity of ownership or defective or unusual conditions of title which prevent the 

free alienability of land within the deteriorated or hazardous area; or 

n. Governmentally owned property with adverse environmental conditions caused by a 

public or private entity. 
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However, the term “blighted area” also means any area in which at least one of the factors 

identified in paragraphs (a) through (n) are present and all taxing authorities subject to s. 

163.387(2)(a) agree, either by interlocal agreement or agreements with the agency or by 

resolution, that the area is blighted. Such agreement or resolution shall only determine that the 

area is blighted. For purposes of qualifying for the tax credits authorized in chapter 220, 

“blighted area” means an area as defined in this subsection. 

 

Given the demographic, land use, environmental, building, and blighted conditions described in detail 

within the background studies of this report, the Rubonia Neighborhood would qualify as a blighted area 

under Chapter 163, Part III. Community Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8, 

“Blighted Area”: 

• Based on the windshield survey conducted, more than one quarter of all the buildings in the 

area were determined to be deteriorating or substandard. In total, 34% of developed parcels 

have buildings that appear to be deteriorating or substandard. (Chapter 163, Part III. Community 

Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8(e)) 

• The Rubonia Neighborhood features a mature housing stock, as demonstrated by 2010 Census 

Data. The majority (71%) of housing units were developed prior to 1980, and 18% of housing 

units were developed prior to 1950. (Chapter 163, Part III. Community Redevelopment, Florida 

Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8(e)) 

• According to the 2014 American Community Survey (5-Year Estimates) Manatee County as a 

whole has a residential vacancy rate of 11.5%. Utilizing the same data source, the zip code 

(34221) and Census Block Group (16.01 Block Group 2) containing Rubonia has a higher 

residential vacancy rate at 12.9% and 25.6%. (Chapter 163, Part III. Community Redevelopment, 

Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8(i)) 

• Data provided by Esri on March 7, 2016 shows that in 2015 within a 10 minute walk time radius 

the residential vacancy rate for the Rubonia Neighborhood was 18.3%. (Chapter 163, Part III. 

Community Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8(i)) 

• According to the Manatee County’s Sheriff’s Office Semi-Annual and Annual Uniform Crime 

Reports, the Rubonia Neighborhood appears as having a relatively moderate to high 

concentration of crime in the County’s hotspot analysis for District 3. (Chapter 163, Part III. 

Community Redevelopment, Florida Statutes, Section 163.340, subsection 8(j)) 
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LOW/MOD AREA BENEFIT (LMA) 

The area benefit category is the most commonly used national objective for activities that benefit a 

residential neighborhood. An area benefit activity is one that benefits all residents in a particular area, 

where at least 51% of the residents are LMI persons. 

 

Although income levels are not a factor in determining whether a particular area can be defined as a 

blighted area, it is important to consider income when evaluating the Rubonia Neighborhood’s potential 

eligibility as it relates to the Community Development Block Grant Program: 

• According to the 2016 Rubonia Census conducted, of those reporting income, 88% of all 

households meet the 2016 HUD Income Limits definition for low and moderate income 

household. 

• In addition, of those reporting income, 88.2% of all persons reside in a household that meets the 

2016 HUD Income Limits definition for low and moderate income household. 

• The average annual household income in the Rubonia Neighborhood is $23,583, which is 

considered poverty-level based on the 2016 Poverty Guidelines for the contiguous United States 

as established by the Department of Health and Human Services.  

• 52.3% of households receive some type of public assistance such as Medicaid, Section 8, Food 

Assistance, etc. 

• 37% of respondents are retired 

• 14.8% of respondents are unemployed 

 

Therefore, based on the 2016 Rubonia Census results, the Rubonia Neighborhood meets the HUD 

threshold for a LMA area as it exceeds the 51% requirement.  

 

Corrective actions must be taken to reverse the demonstrated pattern of deterioration and to prevent 

worsening of blight conditions. The Neighborhood Action Plan that follows outlines programs needed to 

prevent further blight, including a schedule for implementation and potential methods of funding.
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Neighborhood Action Plan 

Redevelopment Activities 
In order to arrest and reverse a number of exhibited blighting conditions in the Rubonia Neighborhood, 

the following neighborhood redevelopment activities should be undertaken over the next number of 

years. The following Action Plan table outlines estimated time for completion, ancillary project activities, 

potential funding sources, and responsible parties. 
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TABLE 6: NEIGHBORHOOD REDEVELOPMENT ACTION PLAN 

Project/Timeline Tasks/Description Potential Funding 
Source(s) Responsible Parties 

Targeted Housing Rehabilitation 
Start time: October 1, 2016 
Completion: On-going 

• Residential rehabilitation 
activities 

• Rental and Owner 
occupied units 

• CDBG 
• HOME 
• SHIP 
• Private 

• Manatee County 
• Community 

Housing 
Development 
Organization 
(CHDO) 

Housing Replacement and 
Construction Activities 
Start time: October 1, 2016 
Completion: On-going 

• Replacement of blighted 
residential units 

• CDBG 
• HOME 
• SHIP 
• Private 

• Manatee County 
• Community 

Housing 
Development 
Organization 
(CHDO) 

Drainage Improvements 
Start time: October 1, 2017 
Completion: September 30, 2022 

• Ditch improvements 
• Ditch maintenance and 

cleanout 

• CDBG 
• Infrastructure 

Sales Tax 
• County General 

Fund 

• Manatee County 

Road Improvements 
Start time: October 1, 2017 
Completion: September 30, 2022 

• Traffic calming 
• Pedestrian Safety 

• CDBG 
• Infrastructure 

Sales Tax 
• County General 

Fund 

• Manatee County 
• Citizens 
• Federal 

Site Clearance and Demolition 
Start time: October 1, 2017 
Completion: September 30, 2022 

• Demolition of unsafe 
and obsolete 

• Site clearance and 
cleanup 

• Debris removal 

• CDBG 
• HOME 
• County General 

Fund 

• Manatee County 
• Property Owners 

and Residents 
• Federal 

Code Enforcement 
Start time: October 1, 2016 
Completion: On-going 

• Enhanced Code 
Enforcement within the 
Rubonia Neighborhood 

• CDBG 
• General Fund 

• Manatee County 
• Property Owners 

and Residents 
Community Center 
Rehabilitation and 
Improvements 
Start time: October 1, 2016 
Completion: September 30, 2022 

• Improvements to the 
Rubonia Community 
Center 

• Community Center 
Programming 

• CDBG 
• General Fund 
• Children’s 

Dedicated 
Millage 

• Manatee County 
• Non-Profit 

Organizations 

Sidewalk Improvements 
Start time: October 1, 2017 
Completion: September 30, 2022 

• Installation of sidewalks 
in heavy pedestrian 
areas 

• CDBG 
• Infrastructure 

Sales Tax 

• Manatee County 

Crime Prevention Strategies 
Start time: October 1, 2016 
Completion: On-going 

• Neighborhood Watch 
• Coordination with 

Sherriff’s Department 

• CDBG 
• County General 

Fund 

• Manatee County 
• Property Owners 

and Residents 
Table 6 – Neighborhood Redevelopment Action Plan 
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COMMON RESPONSIBILITIES 

County Administration should be responsible for project oversight, initiation and coordination of all 

projects. Additionally, all CDBG-funded activities implicate the involvement of the Neighborhood 

Services Department to ensure compliance with Community Development Block Grant rules and 

regulations. 

 

The County actively partners with many local non-profit community agencies. The County has also 

worked with local developers to support the goals of the provision of affordable, safe and sanitary 

housing; a suitable living environment, and expanded economic opportunities for low- and moderate-

income persons within the County.  

 

These services are provided through partnerships with government and quasi-government agencies, as 

well as respective planning efforts. Manatee County will continue to encourage building partnerships 

between governments, lenders, builders, developers, real estate professionals, and advocates for low-

income persons throughout the County. 

 

Manatee County will continue to work with the social service providers and other community groups to 

promote the development of affordable housing and related housing services within the Rubonia 

Neighborhood. 

 

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES 

Below is a listing of potential funding sources that could be utilized to complete project identified in the 

Neighborhood Redevelopment Action Plan. It should be noted that although these funding sources can 

be used, the County should seek additional State and Federal funding opportunities as they become 

available in order to accomplish projects within the Rubonia Neighborhood. 

 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) is a flexible program that provides communities with 

resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs including programs, 

services, and physical improvements that benefit a low and moderate income community. Beginning in 

1974, the CDBG program is one of the longest continuously run programs at HUD. The CDBG program 

provides an annual grant to Manatee County. 
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HOME Investment Partnership Program provides a formula grant on an annual basis to Manatee 

County - often in partnership with local nonprofit groups - to fund a wide range of activities including 

building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership or providing direct 

rental assistance to low-income people. HOME is the largest Federal block grant to state and local 

governments designed exclusively to create affordable housing for low-income households. 

 

State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) Program is intended to provide a means for low and 

very low income residents of Manatee County to have the opportunity to reside in decent, safe and 

affordable structures 

 

The Manatee County Infrastructure Sales Tax (Proposed 1/2 Cent Sales Tax Increase) proposal 

that will be placed on the November 8, 2016 ballot to increase the sales tax in the County by ½ cent can 

potentially fund sidewalk and related drainage projects within the Rubonia Neighborhood. Project types 

within Manatee County could include major road upgrades, intersections improvements, new traffic 

signals and turn lanes that will improve traffic flow throughout Manatee County. Other projects include 

new bike lanes and additional sidewalks that will give bicyclists and pedestrians new opportunities to 

reach their destinations. 

 

The Manatee County General Fund pays for the traditional functions of county government and 

critical day-to-day services. General fund dollars, if available, can be used for improvements throughout 

the County. 

 

The Manatee County Children’s Dedicated Millage funds an array of prevention, intervention and 

treatment programs for children birth through seventeen years of age, as authorized by County 

Ordinance #91-42 and associated amendments. The majority of funding is used for the purpose of 

supporting prevention based programs and services for children and their families.
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

EXISTING LAND USE
Duplex

Vacant or Unknown
Single Family Residential
Residential Amenity

Garage/Auto Body/Paint Shop
Marina/Pier

Multi-Family (3 to 9 Units)
House Plus Duplex
Commercial (Store)

Night Club/Lounge/Bar
Open Supply/Junk Yard
Church
Government (County)
Submerged Land (Water)
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

FUTURE LAND USE
Residential-6 (RES-6)
Residential-9 (RES-9)
Retail/Office/Residential (ROR)

Conservation (CON)
Industrial, Heavy (IH)
Industrial, Light (IL)
Residential-1 (RES-1)
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

ZONING Light Manufacturing (LM)
Heavy Manufacturing (HM)
Agricultural Suburban (A-1)

PD Residential (PD-R)
PD Industrial (PD-I)
PD Encouragement Zone (PD-EZ)

Village (VIL)
Residential Mobile Home (RSMH-6)
Residential Single Family (RSF-4.5)
Residential Single Family (RSF-1)
PD Waterfront (PD-W)
PD Recreational Vehicle (PD-RV)
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

FLOODPLAIN
Source: FIRM Panel No. 12081C0158E,
Effective Date: March 17, 2014
Note: This map is for discussion purposes only
and is not intended for regulatory use.
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

BUILDING CONDITIONS
Note: Survey of building conditions conducted on March 7, 2016.

# Census Block Number

% of Parcels by Census Block with Buildings
in Deteriorating or Substandard Condition

< 20%
21% - 30%
31% - 40%
41% - 50%
> 50%
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

BUILDING CONDITIONS
Note: Survey of building conditions conducted on March 7, 2016.

# Block Frontage/Parcel Group Number

% of Parcels by Block Frontage/Parcel Group
with Buildings in Deteriorating or Substandard Condition

< 20%
21% - 30%
31% - 40%
41% - 50%
> 50%
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

T e r r a  C e i a
B a y

CODE ENFORCEMENT
Code Enforcement Cases, 2010-2016 (Most Recent)

Overgrown
Trash & Debris
Junk Vehicle
Restricted Vehicle
Permitting
Miscellaneous

# Census Block Number
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RUBONIA NEIGHBORHOOD
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B a y

NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSETS

Type
Church
Park
Transit Stop

Terra Ceia
Preserve

State Park
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NOTICE OF
Draft Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan

NOTICE OF Public Hearing
Manatee County has prepared a draft Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan to define an area of Rubonia and determine priority
projects and activities to be funded. Once approved, the plan
would potentially designate the area eligible for Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.

On August 23, 2016, a public hearing will be held before the
Board of County Commissioners to receive citizen comments,
and for approval of the plan. This notice is being published
to make citizens aware that a formal thirty (30) calendar
day comment period on the draft Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan will commence on July 22, 2016 and conclude on
August 23, 2016. During this period, copies of the Rubonia
Neighborhood Action Plan may be reviewed at the Manatee
County Neighborhood Services Department, 1112 Manatee
Avenue West, 5th Floor, Bradenton and also the following Manatee
County Library locations: Central Branch, 1301 Barcarrota Blvd.
W., Bradenton; Palmetto Branch, 923 6th Street W., Palmetto
and Rocky Bluff Branch, 6750 U. S. Hwy. 301, Ellenton, or at
www.mymantee.org. Upon payment of a reasonable charge,
a copy of the draft Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan can be
obtained by interested persons. For additional information,
please visit www.mymanatee.org .

Written comments on Manatee County’s Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan may be submitted until August 23, 2016 to:

Debbie DeLeon
Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Manatee County Neighborhood Services Department
1112 Manatee Avenue West

Bradenton, FL 34205
or

debbie.deleon@mymanatee.org

The Board of County Commissioners of Manatee County does
not discriminate upon the basis of any individual’s disability
status. This non-discrimination policy involves every aspect of
the Board’s functions, including one’s access to and participation
in programs, activities, meetings and public hearings. Anyone
requiring reasonable accommodation for this meeting as
provided for in the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact
Kaycee Ellis at (941) 742-5800; TDD ONLY (941) 742-5802 and wait
60 seconds; FAX (941) 745-3790.

According to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person
decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of County
Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at the
above-referenced meeting or hearing, he or she will need a
record of the proceedings, and, for such purposes, it may be
necessary to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

Publish date 07/22/16
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TROPIC-AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES • SERVICE • MAINTENANCE

Call 941-751-COLD (2653)

• Lic. #CAC1814122

40 PT. TUNE-UP
Includes Filter and up

to 1 lbs. Puron

FREE
Service Call

W/PAID REPAIR
EXP 8/30/16

Must Present Coupon

$3995 Reg.
$69.95

EXP 8/30/16
Must Present Coupon

ASK ABOUT ROTOBRUSH DUCT CLEANING

We Service All
Makes & Models

107819

CLEVELAND
A handful of organiza-

tions that keep close tabs
on the federal government
and campaigns was de-
nied access to the Repub-
lican National Convention
this week.
The Center for Respon-

sive Politics, which tracks
money in politics and has
attended every convention

since at least 1996, and
the Project on Govern-
ment Oversight, which
investigates corruption,
misconduct and conflicts
of interest, were not grant-
ed credentials. Factcheck-
.org, which monitors the
factual accuracy of politi-
cians, was initially denied
a credential, but received
one on appeal.
All three organizations,

which have watched after
politicians in the nation’s
capital for decades, re-

ceived credentials to at-
tend the Democratic Na-
tional Convention next
week in Philadelphia.
“It is stunning that

widely respected, non-
partisan organizations that
provide media, voters and
public sector professionals
more objective informa-
tion about our democracy
are being denied creden-
tials at the GOP National
Convention,” said Karen
Hobert Flynn, president of
Common Cause, a watch-

dog group that did not
plan to attend the conven-
tion.
“If nonpartisan, non-

profit, good government
watchdog groups are be-
ing shut out of the conven-
tion, it begs the question,
what is the GOP afraid
they might find?”
Kirsten Kukowski, a

spokeswoman for the
Republican National Con-
vention, initially referred
questions to the congres-
sional press galleries,
which are in charge of
credentialing accredited
media organizations for
both the events. Later,
after she was told that the
organizations are not
considered media, she
said, “We get as many
non-media in as we can.”

The convention is tak-
ing place at the 20,000-
seat Quicken Loans Arena
in Cleveland. With many
Republicans skipping the
event because of a lack of
enthusiasm for nominee
Donald Trump, hundreds
of seats have been empty
each night.
Robert Zatkowski, direc-

tor of the House Period-
ical Press Gallery, said the
organizations had initially
applied for credentials,
but were turned down
because they did not meet
the definition of journal-
ists because of their fund-
ing, ownership or sub-
scription. The groups were
referred to the Republican
National Convention orga-
nizers, which can grant
credentials to the so-

called special media,
which includes nonprofits
and student newspapers.
Viveca Novak, a spokes-

woman for the Center for
Responsive Politics, also
called OpenSecrets.org,
said her organization
planned to send two peo-
ple to Cleveland but were
told “they couldn’t accom-
modate us ‘due to capac-
ity/space constraints.’”
Novak said the group

was unable to find anyone
to use the house it had
rented so it decided to
send employees to try to
attend events off site.
They have continued to
try to receive credentials
each day through the
galleries, but have been
turned down each time.

GOP convention to
watchdogs: No thanks
BY ANITA KUMAR
Herald Washington Bureau

CLEVELAND
Sen. Ted Cruz’s contro-

versial speech to the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion onWednesday night
was vintage Cruz – a calcu-
lated, high-risk gamble
that could either wound his
political career or give him
a platform for a 2020 or
2024White House run.
The junior senator from

Texas stood by his speech
and decision not to en-
dorse Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald
Trump, a move that pro-
duced boos and alienated
many conventioneers,
including somemembers
of the Texas delegation,
who both cheered him and
challenged him at a break-
fast Thursday. Cruz re-
sponded: “I’m going to
defend your right even to
insult me.”
Even Cruz’s most ardent

supporters seemed per-
plexed by his remarks. At
the very least, he appears

to have splintered his own
base. Most delegates either
professed their outrage for
his refusal to support
Trump or pivoted to party
devotion.
“If anyone thinks I was

eager to come to this con-
vention and give a speech
… supporting a great many
of the policies, positions
laid out by Donald Trump
… despite the fact that
neither he nor his cam-
paign has ever taken back a
word they said about my
family, I promise you I was
not eager to do this,” Cruz
said Thursday morning. He
also continued to refuse to
say he would vote for
Trump.
“What does it say when

you stand up and say ‘Vote
your conscience’ and rabid
supporters of our nominee
begin screaming ‘What a
horrible thing to say?’ If we
can’t make the case to the
American people that vot-
ing for our party’s nominee
is consistent with voting

your conscience; is consis-
tent with defending free-
dom and being faithful to
the Constitution, then we
are not going to win and
we do not deserve to win.”
If Trump loses the gener-

al election in November, or
proves to be a failure as
president, Cruz’s speech
and second-place finish in
the 2016 GOP primaries,
sets him up as the leading
Republican candidate in
2020 among conservative
and evangelical voters,
according to several politi-
cal observers.
Cruz said Thursday

morning: “I’m not in the
habit of supporting people

who attack my wife and
attack my father.”
“That pledge was not a

blanket commitment that if
you go and slander and
attack Heidi that I’m gon-
na nonetheless come like a
servile puppy dog and say,
‘Thank you very much for
maligning my wife and
maligning my father,’”
Cruz said.
Still, Paul Manafort,

Trump’s campaign manag-
er, blasted Cruz for back-
ing out of the pledge.
“Everybody knew about

the pledges. They knew
what they meant,” Mana-
fort told reporters at a
news conference Thursday.

Cruz says he won’t be a
‘servile puppy’; critics
say 2020 run in doubt

JOHN LOCHER AP

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Tex., speaks Wednesday during the third
day session of the Republican National Convention.

BYWILLIAM DOUGLAS
Herald Washington Bureau

CLEVELAND
“Tiffany! Tiffany!” a

middle-aged Republican
delegate yelled to Donald
Trump’s 22-year-old
daughter on the floor of
the Republican National
Convention on Wednes-
day night. “You were
amazing last night,” he
said of her speech.
She smiled, cocked her

head gratefully and
thanked him.
On the streets outside

the convention, a young
woman approached Ivan-
ka Trump, Trump’s 34-
year-old daughter, to ask
for a selfie with her, which
she instantly posted on
Instagram. “Week. Just.
Made,” the woman en-
thused in a caption under
the photograph.
Donald Trump may be

the nominee, but here in
Cleveland, his children are
the attraction. Amid a
sometimes chaotic con-
vention – punctuated by a
delegate rebellion and
plagiarism in the speech
by the candidate’s wife –
they are redefining the
traditional role of a candi-
date’s children and
emerging as celebrities in
their own right.
“They’re mainly the

reason why everyone is
here,” said Alisha Curtis,
31, who works in the Ar-
kansas governor’s office
and stopped Ivanka
Trump on the street
Wednesday for a photo
that she then blasted out
over social media. “I’m
very impressed with his
children in general.”
Acting as a political

SWAT team, the Trumps
have arrived here with
different, but comple-
mentary, missions.
Ivanka Trump has

played the ambassador,
personally meeting with
Sheldon Adelson, the
billionaire Republican
megadonor, whose wil-
lingness to open his wallet
for her father could prove
crucial in the general elec-
tion this fall.
Donald Trump Jr., 38,

has played the enforcer,
denouncing Corey Lewan-
dowski, his father’s former
campaign manager, as a
“bitter” figure out to hurt
his father’s bid for the
White House. “Enough is
enough,” he thundered.
And Tiffany Trump has

played the validator, di-

vulging rare personal
details about her father’s
style of parenting, like his
habit of jotting hand-
written notes across her
high school report cards.
The Trump siblings are

perhaps their father’s
most powerful messengers
– successful, attractive,
eloquent figures who lack
his hard-edge style and
pugilistic instincts.

CAROLYN KASTER AP

Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump's
children Donald Trump, Jr., Ivanka Trump, Eric Trump
and Tiffany Trump celebrate Tuesday on the convention
floor in Cleveland.

Mobbed by fans,
new celebrities
emerge: Trump's kids
ASHLEY PARKER AND
MICHAEL BARBARO
New York Times News Service







REUNION ESPECIAL DEL 
VECINDARIO

Rubonia

7 de marzo del 2016
@ 7 pm

Esta reunión será un taller comunitario 
sobre el Plan de Acción del Vecindario de 

Rubonia. Por favor traiga sus ideas e 
invite a sus vecinos. 

¿Preguntas? Póngase en contacto con 
Debbie DeLeon al 941.749.3029 x3482

Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church
1026 72nd St. Ct. E.
Palmetto FL 34221



SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEETING

Rubonia

March 7, 2016
@ 7 pm

This meeting will be a community 
workshop about the Rubonia 
Neighborhood Action Plan.

Please bring a neighbor and your ideas.
Questions? Contact Debbie Deleon at 

941.749.3029 x3482

Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church
1026 72nd St. Ct. E.
Palmetto FL 34221
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Report for Rubonia Census Questionnaire

Co mp letio n  Rate: 82.2%

Co m plete 83

Partial 18

Disqualified 0

To tal 101

1. Response Counts



2. What is the total number of people living in your
household?

1: 31.8%

2: 24.7%

3: 15.3%

4: 11.8%

5: 3.5%

6: 8.2%

7: 3.5%

10 : 1.2%

Value Percent  Count

1 31.8% 27

2 24.7% 21

3 15.3% 13

4 11.8% 10

5 3.5% 3

6 8.2% 7

7 3.5% 3

10 1.2% 1

  T o tal 85



3. What is the total annual income of the household?
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4. Do you own or rent your home?

O wn : 68.2%

Ren t: 31.8%

Value Percent  Count

Own 68.2% 58

Rent 31.8% 27

  T o tal 85



5. How many years have you lived in your current home?

less th an  a year: 3.6%

1: 6.0 %

2: 7.1%

3: 4.8%

4: 3.6%

10 : 4.8%

30 : 3.6%

48: 3.6%

54: 4.8%

All O th ers ( c lic k to  exp an d ) : 58.8%

Value Percent  Count

less than a year 3.6% 3

1 6.0% 5

2 7.1% 6

3 4.8% 4

4 3.6% 3

10 4.8% 4

30 3.6% 3

48 3.6% 3

54 4.8% 4

All Others (click to  expand)  58.8% 49

  T o tal 84
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Between 0 and 17 years old

Between 18 and 55 years old

6. How many people in your household are:
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55 years old or older?
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Hispanic or Latino

7. Please indicate the number of people in your
household that are:



Not Hispanic or Latino
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8. Please indicate the number of people in your
household belonging to the following racial
groups:



White/Caucasion

Black/African American

Asian

C
o

u
n

t

0 1 2 3 4 6
0

1

2

3

4

5

C
o

u
n

t

1 2 3 4 5 6
0

5

10

15

20

25

30



American Indian/Alaskan Native

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
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Other Multi-Racial
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9. Do you have Internet access in your home?



Yes: 39.5%

No : 60 .5%

Value Percent  Count

Yes 39.5% 34

No 60.5% 52

  T o tal 86



10. Do you, or does anyone in your household
receive any type of public assistance such as
Medicaid, Section 8, Food Assistance, etc?

Yes: 52.3%

No : 47.7%

Value Percent  Count

Yes 52.3% 45

No 47.7% 41

  T o tal 86



11. What is your current employment status?

Cu rren tly Un emp lo yed : 14.8%

Emp lo yed  - Part T ime: 9.9%

Emp lo yed  - Fu ll T ime: 25.9%

Retired : 37.0 %

Disab led : 12.3%

Value Percent  Count

Currently Unem plo yed 14.8% 12

Em plo yed - Part Tim e 9.9% 8

Em plo yed - Full Tim e 25.9% 21

Retired 37.0% 30

Disabled 12.3% 10

  T o tal 81



12. What is the highest level of education
you've reached?

Less th an  h igh  sc h o o l Degree: 28.8%

G rad u ated  h igh  sc h o o l o r  G ED: 43.8%

T rad e/tec h n ic al sc h o o l G rad u ate: 2.5%

S o me c o llege, n o  Degree: 11.3%

Asso c iate Degree: 7.5%

Bac h elo r' s Degree: 5.0 %

Value Percent  Count

Less than high scho o l Degree 28.8% 23

Graduated high scho o l o r GED 43.8% 35

Trade/technical scho o l Graduate 2.5% 2

So m e co llege, no  Degree 11.3% 9

Asso ciate Degree 7.5% 6

Bachelo r's Degree 5.0% 4

Advanced, Graduate o r Pro fessio nal Degree (Master's, Ph.D., M.D.) 1.3% 1

  T o tal 80
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NOTICE OF
Draft Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan

NOTICE OF Public Hearing
Manatee County has prepared a draft Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan to define an area of Rubonia and determine priority
projects and activities to be funded. Once approved, the plan
would potentially designate the area eligible for Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.

On August 23, 2016, a public hearing will be held before the
Board of County Commissioners to receive citizen comments,
and for approval of the plan. This notice is being published
to make citizens aware that a formal thirty (30) calendar
day comment period on the draft Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan will commence on July 22, 2016 and conclude on
August 23, 2016. During this period, copies of the Rubonia
Neighborhood Action Plan may be reviewed at the Manatee
County Neighborhood Services Department, 1112 Manatee
Avenue West, 5th Floor, Bradenton and also the following Manatee
County Library locations: Central Branch, 1301 Barcarrota Blvd.
W., Bradenton; Palmetto Branch, 923 6th Street W., Palmetto
and Rocky Bluff Branch, 6750 U. S. Hwy. 301, Ellenton, or at
www.mymantee.org. Upon payment of a reasonable charge,
a copy of the draft Rubonia Neighborhood Action Plan can be
obtained by interested persons. For additional information,
please visit www.mymanatee.org .

Written comments on Manatee County’s Rubonia Neighborhood
Action Plan may be submitted until August 23, 2016 to:

Debbie DeLeon
Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Manatee County Neighborhood Services Department
1112 Manatee Avenue West

Bradenton, FL 34205
or

debbie.deleon@mymanatee.org

The Board of County Commissioners of Manatee County does
not discriminate upon the basis of any individual’s disability
status. This non-discrimination policy involves every aspect of
the Board’s functions, including one’s access to and participation
in programs, activities, meetings and public hearings. Anyone
requiring reasonable accommodation for this meeting as
provided for in the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact
Kaycee Ellis at (941) 742-5800; TDD ONLY (941) 742-5802 and wait
60 seconds; FAX (941) 745-3790.

According to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person
decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of County
Commissioners with respect to any matter considered at the
above-referenced meeting or hearing, he or she will need a
record of the proceedings, and, for such purposes, it may be
necessary to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

Publish date 07/22/16
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TROPIC-AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES • SERVICE • MAINTENANCE

Call 941-751-COLD (2653)

• Lic. #CAC1814122

40 PT. TUNE-UP
Includes Filter and up

to 1 lbs. Puron

FREE
Service Call

W/PAID REPAIR
EXP 8/30/16

Must Present Coupon

$3995 Reg.
$69.95

EXP 8/30/16
Must Present Coupon

ASK ABOUT ROTOBRUSH DUCT CLEANING

We Service All
Makes & Models
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CLEVELAND
A handful of organiza-

tions that keep close tabs
on the federal government
and campaigns was de-
nied access to the Repub-
lican National Convention
this week.
The Center for Respon-

sive Politics, which tracks
money in politics and has
attended every convention

since at least 1996, and
the Project on Govern-
ment Oversight, which
investigates corruption,
misconduct and conflicts
of interest, were not grant-
ed credentials. Factcheck-
.org, which monitors the
factual accuracy of politi-
cians, was initially denied
a credential, but received
one on appeal.
All three organizations,

which have watched after
politicians in the nation’s
capital for decades, re-

ceived credentials to at-
tend the Democratic Na-
tional Convention next
week in Philadelphia.
“It is stunning that

widely respected, non-
partisan organizations that
provide media, voters and
public sector professionals
more objective informa-
tion about our democracy
are being denied creden-
tials at the GOP National
Convention,” said Karen
Hobert Flynn, president of
Common Cause, a watch-

dog group that did not
plan to attend the conven-
tion.
“If nonpartisan, non-

profit, good government
watchdog groups are be-
ing shut out of the conven-
tion, it begs the question,
what is the GOP afraid
they might find?”
Kirsten Kukowski, a

spokeswoman for the
Republican National Con-
vention, initially referred
questions to the congres-
sional press galleries,
which are in charge of
credentialing accredited
media organizations for
both the events. Later,
after she was told that the
organizations are not
considered media, she
said, “We get as many
non-media in as we can.”

The convention is tak-
ing place at the 20,000-
seat Quicken Loans Arena
in Cleveland. With many
Republicans skipping the
event because of a lack of
enthusiasm for nominee
Donald Trump, hundreds
of seats have been empty
each night.
Robert Zatkowski, direc-

tor of the House Period-
ical Press Gallery, said the
organizations had initially
applied for credentials,
but were turned down
because they did not meet
the definition of journal-
ists because of their fund-
ing, ownership or sub-
scription. The groups were
referred to the Republican
National Convention orga-
nizers, which can grant
credentials to the so-

called special media,
which includes nonprofits
and student newspapers.
Viveca Novak, a spokes-

woman for the Center for
Responsive Politics, also
called OpenSecrets.org,
said her organization
planned to send two peo-
ple to Cleveland but were
told “they couldn’t accom-
modate us ‘due to capac-
ity/space constraints.’”
Novak said the group

was unable to find anyone
to use the house it had
rented so it decided to
send employees to try to
attend events off site.
They have continued to
try to receive credentials
each day through the
galleries, but have been
turned down each time.

GOP convention to
watchdogs: No thanks
BY ANITA KUMAR
Herald Washington Bureau

CLEVELAND
Sen. Ted Cruz’s contro-

versial speech to the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion onWednesday night
was vintage Cruz – a calcu-
lated, high-risk gamble
that could either wound his
political career or give him
a platform for a 2020 or
2024White House run.
The junior senator from

Texas stood by his speech
and decision not to en-
dorse Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald
Trump, a move that pro-
duced boos and alienated
many conventioneers,
including somemembers
of the Texas delegation,
who both cheered him and
challenged him at a break-
fast Thursday. Cruz re-
sponded: “I’m going to
defend your right even to
insult me.”
Even Cruz’s most ardent

supporters seemed per-
plexed by his remarks. At
the very least, he appears

to have splintered his own
base. Most delegates either
professed their outrage for
his refusal to support
Trump or pivoted to party
devotion.
“If anyone thinks I was

eager to come to this con-
vention and give a speech
… supporting a great many
of the policies, positions
laid out by Donald Trump
… despite the fact that
neither he nor his cam-
paign has ever taken back a
word they said about my
family, I promise you I was
not eager to do this,” Cruz
said Thursday morning. He
also continued to refuse to
say he would vote for
Trump.
“What does it say when

you stand up and say ‘Vote
your conscience’ and rabid
supporters of our nominee
begin screaming ‘What a
horrible thing to say?’ If we
can’t make the case to the
American people that vot-
ing for our party’s nominee
is consistent with voting

your conscience; is consis-
tent with defending free-
dom and being faithful to
the Constitution, then we
are not going to win and
we do not deserve to win.”
If Trump loses the gener-

al election in November, or
proves to be a failure as
president, Cruz’s speech
and second-place finish in
the 2016 GOP primaries,
sets him up as the leading
Republican candidate in
2020 among conservative
and evangelical voters,
according to several politi-
cal observers.
Cruz said Thursday

morning: “I’m not in the
habit of supporting people

who attack my wife and
attack my father.”
“That pledge was not a

blanket commitment that if
you go and slander and
attack Heidi that I’m gon-
na nonetheless come like a
servile puppy dog and say,
‘Thank you very much for
maligning my wife and
maligning my father,’”
Cruz said.
Still, Paul Manafort,

Trump’s campaign manag-
er, blasted Cruz for back-
ing out of the pledge.
“Everybody knew about

the pledges. They knew
what they meant,” Mana-
fort told reporters at a
news conference Thursday.

Cruz says he won’t be a
‘servile puppy’; critics
say 2020 run in doubt

JOHN LOCHER AP

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Tex., speaks Wednesday during the third
day session of the Republican National Convention.

BYWILLIAM DOUGLAS
Herald Washington Bureau

CLEVELAND
“Tiffany! Tiffany!” a

middle-aged Republican
delegate yelled to Donald
Trump’s 22-year-old
daughter on the floor of
the Republican National
Convention on Wednes-
day night. “You were
amazing last night,” he
said of her speech.
She smiled, cocked her

head gratefully and
thanked him.
On the streets outside

the convention, a young
woman approached Ivan-
ka Trump, Trump’s 34-
year-old daughter, to ask
for a selfie with her, which
she instantly posted on
Instagram. “Week. Just.
Made,” the woman en-
thused in a caption under
the photograph.
Donald Trump may be

the nominee, but here in
Cleveland, his children are
the attraction. Amid a
sometimes chaotic con-
vention – punctuated by a
delegate rebellion and
plagiarism in the speech
by the candidate’s wife –
they are redefining the
traditional role of a candi-
date’s children and
emerging as celebrities in
their own right.
“They’re mainly the

reason why everyone is
here,” said Alisha Curtis,
31, who works in the Ar-
kansas governor’s office
and stopped Ivanka
Trump on the street
Wednesday for a photo
that she then blasted out
over social media. “I’m
very impressed with his
children in general.”
Acting as a political

SWAT team, the Trumps
have arrived here with
different, but comple-
mentary, missions.
Ivanka Trump has

played the ambassador,
personally meeting with
Sheldon Adelson, the
billionaire Republican
megadonor, whose wil-
lingness to open his wallet
for her father could prove
crucial in the general elec-
tion this fall.
Donald Trump Jr., 38,

has played the enforcer,
denouncing Corey Lewan-
dowski, his father’s former
campaign manager, as a
“bitter” figure out to hurt
his father’s bid for the
White House. “Enough is
enough,” he thundered.
And Tiffany Trump has

played the validator, di-

vulging rare personal
details about her father’s
style of parenting, like his
habit of jotting hand-
written notes across her
high school report cards.
The Trump siblings are

perhaps their father’s
most powerful messengers
– successful, attractive,
eloquent figures who lack
his hard-edge style and
pugilistic instincts.

CAROLYN KASTER AP

Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump's
children Donald Trump, Jr., Ivanka Trump, Eric Trump
and Tiffany Trump celebrate Tuesday on the convention
floor in Cleveland.

Mobbed by fans,
new celebrities
emerge: Trump's kids
ASHLEY PARKER AND
MICHAEL BARBARO
New York Times News Service
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